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In reading through Paul’s letters to the churches we read statements that 

are full of praise for what Paul was hearing about church life in various 

parts of Asia Minor.  At the Central Plains Conference that was held 

this past June in Lincoln, Nebraska I had the privilege of hearing a 

great report about the team of people from Kalona Mennonite who 

helped with a church building project in Ecuador.  Doyle Roth from 

Nebraska, who helped arrange the trip to Ecuador, was full of praise 

and thanksgiving for the way the group from our church was able to 

accomplish so much in a fairly short amount of time.  He commented 

several times how the group from Kalona Mennonite was a tremendous 

answer to prayer. He told me, “They were the right group that was 

needed to complete the work project.”    

 

It is always a blessing and joy to hear great reports about the way peo-

ple are living out the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and deed.  In 

Third John, we read in chapter one about the great joy John had from 

hearing reports about Christian believers who were walking in the truth.  

He says, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walk-

ing in the truth.”   What a joy it is to hear of fellow believers who are 

being faithful in word and deed.  Believers who are taking the words of 

Jesus seriously and being salt and light in this world.  This truly does 

bring great joy.   

 

My prayer is that we would continue to bring glory and praise to God 

by revealing the love of Jesus to others in our words and actions.   

What a joy it was to hear a great report of how people from Kalona 

Mennonite were a tremendous blessing to a church in Ecuador.   
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

We need to desire God’s presence 

most even if it seems like He is 

taking way too long to fulfill His 

promises.   

It turns out that we also need to 

listen and we can learn from other 

congregations in other parts of the 

world as well.  

I believe everyone would benefit 
from attending our conference and 
experiencing the greater Mennonite 
church. 

What a joy it was to hear a great 
report of how people from Kalona 
Mennonite were a tremendous 
blessing to a church in Ecuador.    



Mollie Miller, Delegate 

Central Plains Mennonite Conference met June 21-24 

at Lincoln, Nebraska. We met at Capitol City Christian 

Church, four blocks down the street from the tiny First 

Mennonite Church. Approximately two hundred dele-

gates and pastors were registered. Delegates from KMC 

who attended this year were John and Julie Gingerich, 

Sheldon and Miriam Nisly, Chance Beachy, Mollie 

Miller, and Pastor Scott Swartzendruber.   

As always, it was great to get reacquainted with friends 

met at earlier meetings and to meet new people with a 

common bond. Fellowship with Mennonites from other 

areas is an important part of the Annual Meeting and 

ample time was allowed for this.  

My favorite part this year was the delegate meetings. 

We sat around tables for these sessions and periodically 

broke to discuss issues that were talked about. In the 

opening worship on Thursday evening, David Boshart 

talked about his visit to Mennonite churches in India 

and things he learned from the people there. Delegate 

sessions included stories of our representatives learning  

 

from churches in Ecuador, Venezuela, Congo, and Tan-

zania. We often think we have it all together and need 

to “teach the world”. It turns out that we also need to 

listen and we can learn from other congregations in oth-

er parts of the world as well. 

Delegate sessions, as well as some seminars, referred 

often to the Covenant of Spiritual Practices for Central 

Plains Mennonite Conference, adopted several years 

ago at Annual Meeting. Although CPMC did not meet 

its budget this year, (due partly to congregations with-

drawing from CPMC), we will go on faith for the com-

ing year, unwilling to cut any of our programs here and 

abroad. Two congregations, White Chapel Mennonite 

Church in Glendive, Montana, and Lao Christian Fel-

lowship in Mountain Lake, Minnesota, have been add-

ed to our conference. 

It was announced that the 2019 Annual Meeting will be 
held at IMS, hosted by the Kalona-Wellman cluster of 
churches. Remember, you do not need to be a delegate 
to attend! 

A Covenant of Spiritual Practices 
 

In response to God's unqualified love for us, we covenant to common practices through which we submit ourselves 
completely to the purposes of God who longs to transform us into the likeness of Jesus through the power of the Ho-
ly Spirit.  
 
1. We will worship God as the central act of our common life whenever the church is gathered. 
  
2. We will practice prayer, fasting and generous giving to separate ourselves from the influence of the principalities 
and powers of this age and to make us available to fully participate in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
  
3. We will prayerfully study the Bible together weekly in our congregations and whenever the conference gathers, 
guided by qualified teachers for the purpose of increasing our competence in reading, interpreting, and applying the 
scriptures in an Anabaptist perspective to our everyday lives and to the critical issues of faith we face in the world. 
  
4. We will accept and offer hospitality, believing it creates the context for God’s kingdom to appear in our midst, 
particularly as we minister to the poor, the hungry, the prisoner and the stranger. 
  
5. We will study the Bible with neighbors and strangers, inviting them to become disciples of Jesus. 
  
6. We will practice peacemaking by extending loving-kindness and forgiveness to our brothers and sisters as well as 
to our neighbors and enemies. 
 
Central Plains Mennonite Conference has committed themselves to these practices. 
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Central Plains Mennonite Conference Reports 

http://www.anabaptistfaithformation.org/worship.html
http://www.anabaptistfaithformation.org/prayer-practices.html
http://www.anabaptistfaithformation.org/bible-study.html


John & Julie Gingerich, Delegates 

The Central Plains Mennonite Conference, based in 

Freeman, South Dakota, is a division of the Mennon-
ite Church USA made up of 53 churches in Colorado, 

Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North 

Dakota, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.   

On Thursday evening we began with registration and 

putting on hello my name is tags.  This was fun to see 

and visit with many familiar and new faces and put 

names to them.  After a time of informally getting 

acquainted, we gathered in the church sanctuary to 

begin worship. We sang praise songs and then lifted 

an offering.  The group of young people from the 

Cheyenne congregation in Montana sang in their lan-

guage. Although we could not understand the words it 

was beautiful to see how meaningful it was to them 

and makes me again realize how big our God really 

is!  

Dave Boshart, Executive Conference leader, gave the 

message. He talked about what he learned when he 

was in Tunisia, a state in northwest Africa, how the 

people there walk slowly and hold hands as they visit 

with one another. He learned that as you hold hands 

you keep each other from stumbling and you listen 

more carefully. Holding hands draws us closer togeth-

er and more mindful of what we are doing.  Dave said 

it would be nice for us North Americans to slow down 

and walk with each other.  

Dave also gave us the news that two new congrega-

tions would be joining Central Plans as their confer-

ence:  White Chapel, Glendive, Montana and the Lao 

Christian Fellowship, Mountain Lake, Minnesota. The  

 

Lao church also sang for us in their language. We got 

to welcome these churches in our delegate session.  

Rachel Springer Gerber gave the message on Friday 

morning. She talked about love. We are loved by 

God. He says you are mine. Psalms 8 says God is al-

ways with us. We all belong to one another because 

we are children of God.  

On Saturday Rachel talked about community gather-

ing together. As we go through tough times we can 

help each other. Sometimes we need to hold the light 

for someone else and sometimes they hold the light 

for us. Know Jesus loves us no matter what. Let God 

be God.  Luke 21, reads “suddenly their eyes were 

open and they recognized Jesus.”  Keep your eyes 

open. Know that love, joy, and peace surround you 

each day. Know Jesus loves you. Be still and know 

that I am God. God is in Control. You can go to the 

Central Plains website and listen to the sermons by 

Rachel.  

I felt this was a great time to worship with other Ana-

baptist Mennonites who also believe in Gods salva-

tion as we do.  We also better understand the work of 

the conference leaders and how precious it is to add 

new congregations to CPMC.  These new congrega-

tions were so eager to become part of what we take 

for granted.  

I believe everyone would benefit from attending our 
conference and experiencing the greater Mennonite 
church. 
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Mim & Sheldon Nisly, Delegates 
 
There were thirteen different choices for seminars. 
Sheldon and I attended a seminar entitled Fasting and 
Prayer.   
 
The Fasting & Prayer seminar was led by Ramiro and 
Martha Hernandez.  They are pastors of the Hispanic 
churches in Washington and Muscatine. Ramiro is 
also the Hispanic Co-ordination for Central Plains dis-
trict. They encourage their congregations to fast 4 
times a year.   
 
The second Practice listed in the covenant for Spiritual 
Practices for Central Plains Mennonite Conference is 
as follows: We will practice Prayer, Fasting and Gen-
erous Giving to separate ourselves from the influence 
of the principalities and powers of this age and to 
make us available to fully participate in the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
At one of our delegate sessions, A Peace Mug was 
presented by Pastor Joel Beachy of East Union Men-
nonite Church to Jim Brenneman for his work in Rey-
nosa, Mexico. You may remember that Jim Bren-
neman was at KMC one Sunday morning last summer 
sharing his work there. (Jim is the son of KMCer 
Lynn Brenneman.)   

 
 
On Saturday evening 
the meal was a whole 
hog roast.  It was 
served on the lawn of 
the First Mennonite 
Church.  Picnic tables 
were set up out-
side.  We also were 
blessed with a live 
band called "B Street 
Band". 

Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Anniversary: 

Elmer & Marlene Yoder ~ August 1 ~ 57 years 

Cal & Shirley Hochstedler ~ August 12 ~ 52 years 

 

Birthday:  

Gertie Chupp ~ August 15 

Mary Jane Miller ~ August 22 

Doris Redding ~ August 27 
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Well, we hope everyone survived RAGBRAI 
coming thru the community.  Maybe we even 
had some KMCers on the bike ride!  Now for the 
news. 
 
There was much to celebrate in Wellman on July 
4th.  There was a parade, fireworks, and a Kid’s 
Tractor Pull to name a few activities.  Sounds 
like the Schrock Family cleaned up in the Pedal 
Tractor Pull event!  Congratulations, Lawson, 
Annika & Landry! 

 
Summer Schrock and Lavon Ropp were married 
on Saturday July 14th.  It was an outdoor wed-
ding and even little Leo (Summer’s nephew) 
came down the aisle pulled in a wagon!  Con-
gratulations! 
 
 “Local elected officials in Iowa” were invited to 
attend a meeting with the White house Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs.  Jack (Washington 
County Supervisor) & Glenda Seward and about 
35 others traveled to Washington D.C. and at-

tended the meeting along with V.P. Pence, Sena-
tor Grassley and Senator Ernst.  The group also 
received a 5 minute phone call from President 
Trump who was in Europe at the time.  Jack & 
Glenda took the opportunity to tour the White 
House before they returned home.  Please talk to 
Jack for more details. 
 
Six KMCers took a trip to Canada and went fish-
ing.  They were gone about one week and be-
sides fishing, they told lots of stories!  Those on 
the trip were:  Jim & John Gingerich (brothers), 
Merlin Miller, Larry Pickard, and Cal & Shirley 
Hochstedler. 
 
There was a lot of celebrating at KMC several 
Sundays ago.  First, was the 90th birthday party 
for Dorothy Gingerich in the afternoon, then to-
wards evening there was an open house for Troy 
& Vilna Miller and their 2 year old daughter, 
Fanice, who were here from Haiti.  Wow, double 
dose of cake, cookies and ice cream!  Yum! 
 
Sheldon Nisly’s sister Rachel Kemp was given 
an airport pass to be in the receiving line to wel-
come V.P. Pence when he recently visited Iowa.  
When Rachel shook his hand she said “I am 
praying for you.”  So V.P. Pence continued on 
down the line, but then doubled back and said to 
Rachel, “Every day”!  I guess that should be a 
reminder to all of us! 
 
Well, that’s it for this time.  Quick get that vaca-
tion in before the students return to school.  
However if you are retired, wait until school 
starts and then go on vacation.  So long for now. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V. and Carol Miller 
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Water isn’t one of my favorite things.  I’m not a strong 
swimmer and the idea of drowning has been strong 
enough in my mind that I have chosen not to overcome 
this hurdle. This fear has kept me from experiencing 
some things in life that I might have enjoyed.  It is 
something I have reflected on lately as God has been 
regularly bringing to my mind about the time He was 
asleep on a boat and his disciples were terrified for 
their lives. 
 
This is one of the stories recorded in the Bible where I 
can easily see the disciples’ side of things.  Especially 
when I consider that quite a few of them were experi-
enced fishermen who had spent a fair bit of time in a 
boat.  They should know when a storm at sea could put 
their lives at risk.  I am sure the people who had 
trained them in fishing had spent time explaining the 
need of being aware of their surroundings and weather 
patterns in order to keep themselves and their crew 
safe.  If these disciples were concerned, then there was 
an earthly reason to be concerned.  However, Jesus 
didn’t see it this way at all. 
 
Jesus’ response to His disciples’ waking Him up was 
“Why are you afraid, you of little faith?” (Matthew 
8:26) I can imagine Him sighing as He got up to re-
buke the winds and the sea (maybe He had been in the 
middle of a really good dream or had been getting 
some much-needed rest). He was disappointed in His 
disciples.  I’ve often asked myself why was Jesus dis-
appointed in His disciples for their reasonable earthly 
fear?  It has frustrated me because I want to it to be 
okay for me to hold on to my reasonable earthly fears.  
But I don’t think God wants me to be comfortable with 
this choice anymore. That’s why I cannot get the pic-
ture of Jesus peacefully sleeping on a boat during a 
violent storm out of my mind. 
 
Last week another piece of the puzzle fell into my 
path.  As I was doing some chores and listening to a 
podcast, the person on the podcast asked whether you 
were desiring the promises of God more than you were 
desiring the presence of God?  It then struck me that 
during that violent storm the disciples were in the pres-
ence of God.  What safer place could there have been? 
Now there was a concept to wrap my mind around for 
a while. I was starting to squirm in my position of be-
ing okay with my reasonable earthly fears.  After all, 
doesn’t the Holy Spirit live within me and therefore I 
am always in God’s presence? 
Of course, God couldn’t leave it there.  A day or two 
later I was listening to a message from the Circuit Rid-

ers.  They were talking about how Abraham and Sarah 
were pursuing God’s promise instead of God’s pres-
ence when they decided to take things into their own 
hands.  They were trying to make a way for God and 
instead what they made was Ishmael.  They didn’t get 
to God’s promise and look at the challenges that came 
because of their actions taken out of their fear that God 
wouldn’t come through on His own. 
 
God knew He would keep His promises.  God knows 
He will continue to keep all His promises.  Jesus knew 
the disciples were safe in the midst of the storm. How-
ever, I don’t be-
lieve God was any 
happier with Abra-
ham and Sarah 
than Jesus was 
with His disci-
ples.  They had 
their focus on the 
wrong things.  The 
disciples were 
looking at earthly 
dangers and Abra-
ham and Sarah 
were looking at 
what they could 
get from God.  The problem isn’t that we shouldn’t 
turn to God in our troubles and the problem isn’t that 
we shouldn’t expect God to keep His promises.  The 
problem is that we need to desire to be with God 
most.  We need to desire God’s presence most even if 
we have to be in scary places.  We need to desire 
God’s presence most even if it seems like He is taking 
way too long to fulfill His promises.  We need to step 
back, wait for and trust God to take care everything in 
His perfect timing.  
 
This is something I can only do with God’s help.  It 
has become a frequent prayer of mine for God to place 
within me a greater hunger for His presence.  I don’t 
want to miss out on anything that God wants to share 
with me just because I am focused on earthly fear or on 
anything else other than Him.  I have to admit I still 
have no desire to improve my swimming ability or to 
diminish my discomfort of water, but I do hope that in 
the future as I go through storms in my life, I will be 
able to sleep comfortably in its midst (as my Savior, 
Jesus did) knowing that I am in the presence of God 
and that’s all that really matters. I pray each of you will 
as well.  As always, in pursuit…….. 
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 



Books. Books. Books. New books. Old books. 

Kids Books. DVD’s. Audio Books.  

 

We’ve got it all in the KMC library!  

 

“Hoodwinked” by Karen Ehman & Ruth 

Schwenk, is the odd name for a book with the 

subtitle ‘Ten myths moms believe and why we all 

need to knock it off.’ Some of the myths are ‘I 

am “just” a mom,” “A good mother can do it all, 

all at once,” and “Everything depends on me.”  If 

this sounds like you, you may want to read to see 

how you can be “Hoodwinked no longer.” 

 

If controlling the tongue is a problem, check out 

“Keep it Shut” by Karen Ehman. Or you might 

enjoy “Laundry Tales”, a collection of moms 

musings ‘to lighten your load.’ 

 
What makes a person truly great? Is it only what 
they've done? Or is it what they don’t do? “Seven 
Men & the Secret of Their Greatness” and 
“Seven Women and the Secret of Their Great-
ness” explore people like Chuck Colson, Eric 
Liddell, Jackie Robinson, Mother Teresa, Susan-
nah Wesley, Corrie Ten Boom and more. Read 
this for inspiration. 
 
Other autobiographies are “Trapped in Hitler’s 
Hell” by Anita Dittman, “Called for Life” by 
Kent & Amber Brantly (the doctor who contract-
ed ebola), and “Untangled” by Michelle Pillar, a 
gospel singer who lost her way and returned to 
God, much like the prodigal son. 
 
Francine Rivers readers will be happy to read her 
new book, “The Masterpiece.” Karen Kingsbury 
fans will enjoy “Love Story” and Robin Lee 

Hatcher readers will like “You’ll Think of Me”. 
“Sweetbriar Cottage” by Denise Hunter is anoth-
er good read.  
 
Youth readers may enjoy “Plain Girl” by Virginia 
Sorensen.  
 
Picture books and early readers are on the 
shelves, too! “Gobble Gobble Crash”, “Wee Lit-
tle Bunny”, “I Love You, Daddy”, “Olivia Goes 
to the Library”, “Caillou: Just Like Daddy”, 
“God Gave Us You”, “If Animals Kissed Good-
night”, “Hugs and Kisses”, and “Just One More 
Swim”. 
 
New DVD’s are on the shelf…..  Check them 
out! “The Shunning”, “Unstoppable”, “Same 
Kind of Different as Me”, “I Can Only Imagine”, 
“The Drop Box”, “I Believe”, and 
“Indescribable”. For kids, “Camp New: Dollar 
Day$”, “Camp New: Humble Pie” and Joseph, 
King of Dreams/Prince of Egypt.”  
 
What a treasure to have so many books to choose 
from. Stop in very soon and take an armload of 
books home with you. Just remember to bring 
them back.  DVD’s are due in 1 week, books are 
due in 3 weeks.  
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Library Notes 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.lifehack.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F02%2F23074830%2FReading-before-bed.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lifehack.org%2F371544%2Fthese-6-amazing-things-will-happen-you-read-before-bed-2&docid=
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Articles for the Mustard 

Seed may be submitted to 

Shirley Hochstedler at 

shirleyh@kctc.net or placed 

in Shirley’s church mailbox.  

 

tears of joy 

tears of the love I lost to glory 
   I too, died a little 
 
tears of remembering dear family  
  who left in the silence of the night 
 
tears of friendships, sharing good  
and happiness in one another 
 
tears of the delight when singing 
   returns sad hearts to joy 
 
tears of worship 
   thank you, Jesus the beautiful 
 
Eunice Madrene Miller Yoder 


