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In Everything Give Thanks 
Scott Swartzendruber 

 

 

One of the exercises that we struggle to carry out on a consistent 
basis is expressing our thankfulness to God and to one another 
for the blessings of each day.  As pastors of Kalona Mennonite, 
we want to be known as people who are faithful in the daily exer-
cise of giving thanks.  As we have ended a church year and are 
now beginning a new one, we want to give thanks for all the 
ways you have blessed the church in 2017-2018. 
 
In Psalm 146, the psalmist gives thanks to God for the way he has 
helped his people experience hope, healing, and redemption: “He 
upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hun-
gry.  The Lord sets prisoners free, the Lord gives sight to the 
blind, the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord 
watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and wid-
ow.  The Lord reigns forever, praise the Lord.”  In the same way, 
we as ministers want to thank God for the ways he has helped us 
this past year.  This help has also come in the form of your will-
ingness to allow Jesus to work through your words and actions. 
 
Thank you, too, for your desire to be people who love and honor 
the Word of God,  have a heart of love for worship and prayer, 
are full of love for others, and who enjoy serving in the church 
and greater community.  May we seek God’s help as we look for-
ward to being the hands and feet of Jesus in the 2018-2019 
church year. 

 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Everence Scholarship ....... 2 

Congratulations ................ 2 

In Pursuit .......................... 3 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Isn’t is amazing that God 

specifically made each 

one of us for the purpose 

of being filled by Him.   

 May we seek God’s help 

as we look forward to 

being the hands and feet 

of Jesus in the 2018-2019 

church year. 



Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Happy Anniversary to ~  

Sheldon & Mim Nisly ~ October 6 ~ 50 years 

Lloyd & Joyce Bender ~ October 12 ~ 50 years 

Gene & Edna Miller ~ October 17 ~ 64 years 

 

Happy Birthday to ~  

Ed D Miller ~ October 10 

Lynn Brenneman ~ October 11 

Fern Bachmann ~ October 16 

Everence Scholarship Awarded 

Release from Kenda Mishler, Member Benefits Manager  

Kalona, IA – Emma Beachy of Kalona Mennonite 

Church has received a scholarship of $750 to pursue a 

degree at Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas. 

Everence announced that Emma is among 42 recipi-

ents of Everence college scholarships for the 2018-19 

academic year. The scholarship program encourages 

young people to explore the integration of faith and 

finances while helping them on their educational jour-

neys. 

 

More than 150 students from across the country ap-

plied for scholarships – a benefit of being an Everence 

member – for the coming academic year. Recipients 

were chosen based on leadership, community involve-

ment and responses to an essay question. 

 

“Everence believes it’s important to support students 

as they work toward their college degrees,” said Kenda 

Mishler, Member Benefits Manager. “We want to re-

ward young women and men committed to improving 

their communities and the world beyond their commu-

nities.” 

 

Visit everence.com for a complete list of 2018-19 

scholarship recipients and their photos. 

 
Everence helps individuals, organizations and congre-
gations integrate finances with faith through a national 
team of advisors and representatives. Everence offers 
banking, insurance and financial services with commu-
nity benefits and stewardship education. Everence is a 
ministry of Mennonite Church USA and other church-
es. To learn more, visit everence.com or call (800) 348
-7468.   
 
(Submitted by Fred Yoder, KMC Everence Rep) 
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse  

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, ac-
cording to our likeness.” Genesis 1:26a. So few 
words  . . . so much to ponder.  For the last several 
months I have run into the subject of being made in 
God’s image numerous times.  It has been my experi-
ence, when this happens, that God is trying to get my 
attention. There are too many directions God is taking 
me in this adventure to share here but I want to share a 
bit of what I have seen. I hope you find it as fascinat-
ing as I do. 

  
God talks in this verse about ‘our image’ and ‘our like-
ness’.  The idea of the Trinity isn’t an easy one, but I 
think its existence is clearly shown here.  What I see is 
that God, the Trinity, has an aspect of community. 
So it follows that if God, the Trinity, has community 
then it follows that man made in ‘our image’ would 
also have a key element of community as 
well.  Community is important. 
  
Next, being in the image of God isn’t the same as be-
ing God.  God has traits that we will never have.  For 
example, God is infinite, sovereign, omniscient, om-
nipotent and many other things that we will never have 
the ability to be.  If we think otherwise we are going 
down a very dangerous road.  
  
God is the only One allowed to make anything in the 
image of Him.  “You shall not make for yourself an 
image in the form of anything in heaven above or on 
the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord 
your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for 
the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation 
of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand 
generations of those who love me and keep my com-
mandments.” (Exodus 20:4-6) An interesting thought 
on this came from a sermon I listened to on the image 
of God.  The pastor brought out the fact that Genesis 
was written after the Israelites had escaped from 
Egypt.  The Egyptians made many idols (or had their 
Israelite slaves make them).  Then they would have a 
ceremony to invite the god or spirit to enter into the 
idol.  His take was that probably evil spirits did enter 
them in many cases.  So the concept of being made 
into God’s image for the purpose of God’s Spirit to 
live inside them was one they could relate to easily. 
The difference being that God, Himself, made the im-
age to be filled . .  not man.  Only God can do this and 

He chose man to be in His image. 
 
Isn’t is amazing that God specifically made each one 
of us for the purpose of being filled by Him.  It is mind 
blowing!  Let’s take this thought a little father. When-
ever God’s presence was evident within His tabernacle 
or temple (Exodus 40, 2 Chronicles 5, Isaiah 6, Reve-
lation 15 to name a few) smoke or a cloud filled the 
place.  If you’ve ever been around smoke think about 
how your clothing smells later.  When you are around 
smoke it will be evident to those people you come in 
contact with afterward.  The same is true when you 

spend time in God’s presence.  When we allow God to 
fill us with His Spirit and to fulfill the purpose He in-
tended for us to be (His image bearer), it will become 
impossible for those around us to not notice. 
 
Now take it up a notch and consider the community 
aspect of being God’s image bearer.  I Peter 2:4-5  "As 
you come to him, a living stone—rejected by people 
but chosen and honored by God— you yourselves, as 
living stones, a spiritual house, are being built to be a 
holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ."  We do not build the 
temple of God alone.  We must pull together as a com-
munity of believers to complete the picture of being 
God’s image bearer.  God is Three in One.  Not one of 
us can accurately reflect God’s image alone, because 
we are only one.  We were made together to be in 
God’s image. So when we come together, allowing 
God to fill us, we will be fully permeated with God’s 
Spirit and the world will not be able to miss seeing 
God. Simply amazing! 
 
 (Continued on page 4) 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 3) 

  
Here’s the hard part.  We need to take time to seek 
God’s presence in order for this to happen.  We need 
to spend time in His Word, in prayer, in worship, 
etc in order to be filled with His Holy Smoke. But 
will we take the time to do this or as Jen Wilkin 
asked in her book In His Image ‘Will you concern 
yourself with earthly obligations to the neglect of the 
heavenly ones required by the image engraved in 
you?’ It’s a weighty question that we all must answer 
one way or another. 
  

 
 
It’s an incredible privilege to be made in God’s im-
age, but we can only truly understand it as we seek to 
know God more.  We live in a world full of people 
constantly trying to find the purpose for their lives. 
What we don’t seem to understand that that we are 
asking the wrong question.  If we would seek to learn 
more about who God is,we would see who we are 
made to be.  After all, we are made in His image.   
 
As always, in pursuit...... 
  


