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Oh, What Blessed,  

Sweet Communion 

Scott Swartzendruber 

 
In the hymn, “Friendship with Jesus”, we read the words, “Oh, what 

blessed, sweet communion!”  When thinking about partaking in com-

munion, several words and images come to mind:  reconciliation, re-

membrance, grace, restoration, salvation, sacrifice, brokenness, healing 

of wounds, joy, freedom from sin, and a commitment to live like Jesus.  

Communion is certainly all of these things and more.  Within our church 

tradition, a key part of the communion service is inviting people to exam-

ine their relationships with Jesus and with one another.  As we take com-

munion, God’s word teaches us that it matters how we think and feel 

about our relationship with Jesus and with our fellow believers.  Com-

munion is a time to give prayerful and loving attention to our relation-

ships.  

 

We all have relationship issues with people that leave us confused and 

sad over the fact that not all is well.  Communion is a time that calls us to 

refrain from running away from relationships and to ask for the power 

and grace of Jesus to be reconciled with God and others.  In communion, 

we are to recognize that it is only by the power of Jesus’ love and for-

giveness that we can in turn love one another.   

 

Communion puts us on a path of self-reflection where we prayerfully ask 

for power to live in peace and fellowship with the community of believ-

ers.  This power is found at the heart of communion, which is Jesus Him-

self, who loved us while we were yet sinners and died for us.  Jesus’ 

greatest desire is to give us his sacrificial love so that we can be recon-

ciled with God and others.  May our communion truly be blessed and 

sweet.  
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Unfortunately, western 

Christianity has equated 

ease and comfort with 

God’s blessing and favor.  

 Everyone who is alive 

has a calling that God 

desires for them to step 

into.  



WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V and Carol Miller 

Wow, our Gingko Tree dropped all its leaves to-
day (Oct. 21), there must have been a hard freeze 
last night. The only thing left in the garden are 
Brussel Sprouts & turnips.  The farmers are back 
to harvesting their crops, however they are still 
dealing with lots of mud!  Speaking of mud, if you 
haven’t noticed its election time again, so don’t 
believe everything you see or hear!  Including this 
column!  OK, that’s enough, now we must report 
some of the news from the congregation. 

Lloyd & Joyce Bender celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary with a trip to Oregon.  They met 
up with their family (Heather, Heidi & Drew Wil-
lems & 3 children) and spent time in Portland and 

the Oregon Coast.  They visited Community Gar-
dens in Portland where they got to see the 
“Memorial Bench” in honor of their late son, Rod-
ney Bender.  What a nice way to celebrate a 50th 
Wedding Anniversary.  Congratulations! 

Amber Miller is an assistant volleyball coach at 
IMS this year.  She had played volleyball for IMS 
back in the day.  In recent years Amber and her 
sister Haley Bontrager were line judges at IMS 

home games.  Haley continues to help as a line 
judge, so thanks to both of them for making a dif-
ference in young people’s lives. 

Recently several KMCers went to their “1-W Ser-
vice Reunion” at Crooked Creek Christian Camp 
here in Iowa.  Those in attendance were Jim & 
Sandy Gingerich, Lloyd & Joyce Bender and Gor-
don & Juanita Troyer.  There were approximately 
22 men in attendance along with some spouses.  
These fellows did their service work in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado some 50 years ago.   This reun-
ion is held every two years and floats between 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Iowa and Colorado.  
It’s pretty amazing to have a reunion that has con-
tinued this long.  These fellows all made some 
long-lasting friends! 

The Schrocks went on a trip to Colorado several 
weeks ago to scout for an upcoming Elk hunt.  

Those on the trip were Robin and her 6 oldest 
boys.  They drove to North Central Colorado just 
west of Walden, Colorado and hiked into the high 
country of the Routt Wilderness Area.  We are 
sure that Robin, Levi, Lane, London, Luke, Liam 
& Lawson all had some great bonding times to-
gether. Don’t know who all will return for the Elk 
hunt, but this trip sounded pretty exciting!  Robin, 
you are one brave woman!! 

OK, that’s all for this time.  Have a good month of 
November.  Stay safe out in the field.  Clean up 
those leaves.  Eat lots of turkey.  See ya later. 
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Venture Club Girls 
Kim Lehman 

The Venture Club Girls met at the church recently to prepare walking tacos for a meal that was sold at the 

Feed the Kids auction this summer. The girls help cut up tomatoes and lettuce and also baked cookies. After-

wards we spent time talking about what they would like to do this coming year. And we played games. Spon-

sors for Venture Club Girls are Denise Chittick and Kim Lehman. 

 

 

  3 

Congratulations!  

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life Don’t 

forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

Happy Anniversary to: 

Emil & Erma Ropp ~ November 25 ~ 70 years  

Happy Birthday to : 

Eunice Yoder ~ November 12  



When Hope Is Lost 
Josh Lundberg 

All of us can relate to a parent dealing with a child 

because all of us have been either a parent or a 

child at some point. A key phrase often said from a 

parent to child: “I’m doing this for your own 

good.” In this scenario, the child seems reluctant 

to accept this as truth. As a child, you’re tempted 

to ask, “Really? Are you sure because it doesn’t 

feel that way!” 

 

Romans 8:31 is one of many texts that makes the 

unqualified promise that God is ultimately and 

eternally FOR us. It reads,  “What then shall we 

say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? He who did not spare his own Son but 

gave him up for us all, how will he not also with 

him graciously give us all things?” 

 

God is absolutely, and without question, FOR us. 

God does give us “all things,” meaning he will 

always give us what we need. However, the “all 

things” doesn’t necessarily equal “all things pleas-

ant and nice.” Like a loving parent, he will always 

give us what we need — what is designed for our 

flourishing. The writer of Hebrews articulates it 

like this, we as earthly parents do what we think is 

best for the child while our heavenly Father does 

what is actually good (beneficial) for us. 

 

Most Christians don’t question these truths. Mary, 

Martha, and Lazarus knew Jesus loved them. 

However, in John 11 those unequivocal truths are 

inevitably tested in the furnace of life. Martha 

asks, “Jesus, why didn’t you come sooner?” Mary 

asserts, “Jesus, you could be sparing us this pain 

right now.” A senior saint in your church says, “I 

don’t understand the meaning of this painful ar-

thritis!” A heartbroken young woman asks, “Why, 

Jesus, did my father have to die before he knew his 

grandkids?” 

 

It is in the midst of this furnace that God says, “I 

am FOR you. I love you. Always. Period.” Yet, 

these circumstances fire-test our beliefs. How can 

we be assured of the truth? It’s a matter of how 

much you know, believe, and trust God’s Word. 

Memorize verses, read the stories of Scripture, 

galvanize your heart in the platinum-plated truth of 

God’s love for you. That is your lifeline when life 

seems to rip your heart out. Hold onto it with 

white-knuckled intensity! 

 

If it is true that God is FOR us, that God loves us, 

that God always does what’s best for us, then it 

changes the way God’s love is measured. In John 

11:5-6 Jesus stuns us with what sounds like sheer 

cruelty. John says, “Jesus loved Mary, Martha, and 

Lazarus. Therefore, because he loved them, he let 

Lazarus die.” 

 

Wow! What does that mean? How do we interact 

with truth like this? Quite simply it means you, 

and I cannot measure God’s love by the amount of 

ease and comfort in my life — it is impossible. 

Unfortunately, western Christianity has equated 

ease and comfort with God’s blessing and favor. 

Western Christianity has drawn up a math problem 

that says church attendance plus good works 

equals God’s blessing in my life. In reality, that 

arithmetic is NOT love — it’s hatred. Only un-

loving, inattentive parents would provide this for 

their children, but we know God is not unloving or 

inattentive. He is good. He is loving, and He is 

always faithfully FOR us. 

 

If this is the wrong measuring tool, then what is 

the right measurement? The most loving thing God 

could ever do for us is to let us see and experience 

Him and all of His glory. That’s how we measure 

his love for us. The times we most clearly see 

God’s glory on display the most is not with luxury 

or ease. Rather, it is often in the midst hurt, pain, 

suffering and grief. Light is the brightest in the 

darkest of nights. Often this is where God becomes 

real. That’s when his glory shines through the 

brightest. That’s when we can go back to the truth 

that God is FOR us, and we hang on for dear life! 
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There are so many things to explore in the KMC library! If you are looking for encouragement, challenges to 
grow your Christian life, inspiration, or just enjoyment, you will find something to match your mood on the 
shelves in the library.  And check out the new books.  Here is the current list: 
 
Things I Wish I'd Known Before We Became Parents by Gary Chapman 
Amazing Grace by Trisha Ryan  
Meet Mrs. Smith by Anna Smith 
A Dream So Big by Steve Peifer 
I Can Only Imagine by Bart Millard 
I Will Not Fear by Melba Pattillo 
A Symphony in the Dark by Barbara Rainey & Rebecca Mutz Rainey 
A Doubters Guide to Jesus by John Dickson 
The Five Love Languages for Singles by Gary Chapman 
A Lifetime of Wisdom by Joni Eareckson Tada 
Imagine Heaven by John Burke 
Wild in the Hollow by Amber C Haines 
101 Questions You Need to Ask in Your Twenties by Paul Angone 
The Gift of Friendship by Dawn Camp 
Church of the Small Things by Melissa Shankle 
The Costly Call by Emil F Caner & H Edward Pruitt 
Slow Church by C Christopher Smith & John Pattison 
Sarah's Song by Karen Kingsbury 
Shade by Calvin Miller 
The Beloved Christmas Quilt by Wanda Brunstetter 
Where Yesterday Lives by Karen Kingsbury  (LARGE PRINT) 
 
Come in soon and check it out!  
 

Shalom Readers is a program that children ages 4 

through 8th grade can participate in. Throughout 

the year children will read 7 books and respond to 

two of them. The books must come from the Sha-

lom Readers list. (The age appropriate book list 

can be found at centralplainsmc.com under the tab 

‘Formation Leaders’.) The books reflect core 

Christian values of peace and justice that come 

from an anabaptist Mennonite perspective. Themes 

of the carefully selected books include: religious, 

spiritual, social, cultural and environmental topics 

from around the world and throughout history. 

They allow children the opportunity to consider 

what being a faithful disciple of the risen Christ 

looks like in today's world. If your child is interest-

ed in being in Shalom Readers this year, email 

Hanna McDowell at thmcdowell5@gmail.com. 

Library Notes 

Shalom Readers  
Hanna McDowell 
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

Truth be told, I really don’t feel like writing this 

article and I have missed the deadline so there is 

added pressure to get it done.  I have avoided my 

email this morning because I don’t want to see the 

email asking me why I haven’t sent this in yet.  I 

don’t like letting people down.  It’s a funny thing.  

Usually, I enjoy writing even when it can be diffi-

cult finding the right words.  This time however I 

am struggling. 

 

Something hit me like a brick wall about a week 

ago and since then I have felt like a hamster on a 

wheel putting energy in but getting nowhere.  It 

seems like I can’t do or say the right things, big or 

small.  You should ask my Sunday School class 

about the varying sizes of the rice crispy treats I 

brought in last week . . . worst cut snack ever!  So 

here I sit on my hamster wheel, no longer expend-

ing effort to go nowhere but not sure how to get 

off of it. 

 

I believe God has a special calling He has de-

signed for each one of us and this calling has been 

on my mind a lot lately.  I Colossians 1:16 “For 

everything was created by him, in heaven and on 

earth, the visible and the invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 

things have been created through him and for 

him.” We have been created through God and for 

God.  But I don’t believe that we can easily step 

into this on our own.  We need to do some serious 

leaning on God to take that step.  Colossians 1:17 

tells us: “He is before all things, and by him all 

things hold together.” This verse explains to us the 

order things need to be in our life.  God needs to 

be over ALL things in our lives in order for us to 

fully step into the place we were designed by God 

to fill.  When we allow God to be first He will 

hold all things together.  This gives me pause.  I 

need to spend some time allowing God to show 

me where I am trying to put something or some-

one else in His place.  This is serious and I can’t 

ignore it.  Look at people we are told of in the Bi-

ble who struggled with their calling and allowing 

God to rule over all of their life. 

 

Cain struggled with jealousy over God’s response 

to his sacrifice vs his brother’s, so God came and 

spoke to Cain.  (God desires for every single one 

of us to be right with Him.  He loves all of us 

dearly.)  Cain reacted badly and killed his brother.  

Then he willingly left God’s presence . . . a huge 

contrast to how Adam and Eve had to be driven 

from God’s presence in Eden.  I cannot imagine 

how much Cain’s response hurt God. 

 

Jonah fled in the opposite direction from where he 

was called and then when he was obedient he did 

it with a bad attitude.  Nebuchadnezzar held a 

stance of arrogance and ended up living as an ani-

mal for an extended time so God could get his at-

tention.  God will go to great lengths to get us to 

live in the way He designed us to live.  God used a 

donkey to get Balaam’s attention. 

 

Then there are some people who we know were 

called because of the groups they were part of but 

we don’t have the privilege to see how God con-

tinued to pursue them but we only see the conse-

quences of their refusal to give God his place.  

People like Judas, Ananias and Sapphira.  Howev-

er, I believe God did pursue these people to step 

into the calling they were made to fulfill.  “ . . . 

ALL things have been created through him and for 

him.” God is constant and doesn’t change.   

 

(Cont. on page 7) 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 6) 

 

I don’t have the luxury of saying that I don’t have a 

special calling on my life, because every single one 

of us has been uniquely made.  So the questions on 

my life are these:  Am I willing to have God rule 

over every aspect of my life?  Am I willing to rely 

on Him alone to define my worth?  Am I willing to 

allow God to guide my every step, thought and 

word?  Am I willing to give God my time?  Am I 

willing to do the things God tells me to do that I 

don’t like to do?  Am I willing to give up doing the 

things I enjoy doing if He tells me to stop doing 

them? 

 

So here I sit on my hamster wheel knowing I am 

weak . . . knowing I have been in this place before 

and somewhat afraid that even if I get on the right 

track now I will find myself back on this hamster 

wheel again.  This isn’t the first time I’ve found my-

self here.  I’m not proud of it, but it is truth.   

 

My prayer is that I will allow God to help me to de-

stroy my hamster wheel for good.  I desire for God 

to show me what He made me to do in this life and 

for Him to lead me through every step in this calling.  

I want to live the life God made me to live.  I also 

want to live a life that continually encourages others 

to step into God’s calling on their lives.  It doesn’t 

matter if they are 1 or 100, sick or hale and hearty, a 

creative thinker or a critical thinker, short or tall, 

everyone who is alive has a calling that God desires 

for them to step into.  May all of us step into our 

God given calling and encourage others to do the 

same.  

 

As always, in pursuit...... 
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Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: 
Presenting the life-giving message of Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior to the people of 
the Kalona area and the world, challenging 
them to accept Christ, worship Him, and 

serve Him. 

 

Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Com-
mission: Leading people to Christ; disci-
pling them in the faith; equipping them to 
witness; and sending them out to serve. 

If you want to listen to the service from home or anywhere, you 
can do so by calling 656-2663.  When it asks for your participant 
code followed by the # key, dial 277467#.  When it asks for your 
name followed by the # key, say your name and push the # key. 


