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Two Moments of  

Excitement and Joy 

Scott Swartzendruber 

 

A preacher and writer by the name of Fredrick Buechner made a great 

observation about Advent.  He said, “The extraordinary thing that is 

about to happen is matched only by the extraordinary moment just be-

fore it happens.  Advent is the name of that moment.”  In other words, 

the season of Advent, which comes just before the birth of Jesus Christ, 

and the actual birth of Jesus are both times of much excitement.  Dur-

ing the Christmas season, we get to experience these two moments of 

great joy:  the joy that comes in the anticipation of Christmas and the 

great joy of the actual birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.   

 

During this Advent season of waiting and anticipating the celebration 

of Christ coming to be “with us”, may we also take time to embrace the 

joy and excitement of the days leading up to Christmas.  May we, in 

joy, “get our house ready” as we anticipate celebrating Christmas, the 

day in which our Savior was born.  

 

I believe that one of the ways we can have joy during the days leading 

up to Christmas is to walk in harmony with God and others.  During 

the first Advent season, we see people working together in harmony.  

We see Joseph, a carpenter, and Zachariah, a temple leader, working 

together.  We see Mary and Elizabeth, who were cousins, working to-

gether.  We see Joseph and Mary, husband and wife, in harmony with 

each other.  We see angels and shepherds as well as dreams and visions 

working together.  Advent is a time of amazing harmony as people and 

events come together in loving unity to make the coming of Christ the 

greatest event in human history.  God’s heart longs for harmony.  Dur-

ing this Advent season, may we all experience a time of Holy Spirit-

inspired harmony in order that we might all enjoy a Christmas season 

filled with great joy and peace.   
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 When all of me is fully 

fixated on Jesus it is so 

easy to fall before Him 

and say, “I’m all yours, 

God.  Go ahead. Change 

me.”  

 And you know sabbati-

cals sometimes end up 

being retirements.  



In Pursuit 

Dawn Wyse 

As we are entering the Christmas season many, if 

not all, of us will see the saying “Wise men still 

seek Him” posted somewhere. I would guess that 

most Christians would be in agreement with this 

statement and I would agree as well. In fact, most 

of the time I see ‘Wise men still seek Him’ I just 

read it and go on with whatever I was doing.  This 

year, that’s not the case. 

 

It all started with a podcast I was listening to dur-

ing a lunch break while I was on jury duty.  It was 

talking about how in the United States there was a 

major decline in people’s reliance on the Bible 

around the time of the Civil War.  This was be-

cause both sides went to the Bible, not to discern 

God’s will, but rather to find a spiritual defense for 

their position on the issue of slavery.  This eroded 

many people’s faith in God’s word.  They saw it 

being used on both sides and that didn’t make 

sense.  Unfortunately, what these people didn’t see 

was that it wasn’t God’s Word that was the prob-

lem but rather how the people were approaching 

God’s Word.  It has given me a gut check for when 

I open my Bible.  Am I asking God to teach me and 

show me what He will or am I trying to justify how 

I choose to live my life by twisting His Word to 

make me feel better? 

 

This led me to think about why people sought out 

Jesus in the New Testament.  The wise men were 

seeking the King of the Jews so they could worship 

Him.  King Herod sought to kill Jesus because he 

saw Jesus as a threat.  John, the Baptist, while in 

his mother’s womb leaped for joy at the presence 

of Jesus inside Mary’s womb!  That is mind-

blowing!  The shepherds wanted to see if what the 

angels had told them was true.  Simeon wanted his 

eyes to see salvation.  When Andrew heard John 

the Baptist call Jesus the Lamb of God he turned 

and followed Jesus.  Then he went and found his 

brother, Peter, to tell him that he had found the 

Messiah.  Some followed Jesus for His preaching 

and His miracles.  Some sought Him for healing.  

Nicodemus sought Jesus to find answers to some 

questions.  Zacchaeus climbed a tree just so he 

could see Jesus.  There were many reasons people 

sought out Jesus in the New Testament, but we are 

told in John 6 that many of them stopped seeking 

Him because the teaching was too hard.  Are we 

any different than they were? 

 

It seems to me that it is important to frequently as-

sess why I am seeking Jesus to make sure I am on 

track.  Is it a case of fire insurance?  I just want to 

avoid hell?  Or am I seeking out a holy Santa 

Claus?  Someone to give me whatever I want?  Am 

I wanting a God who loves me as I am and doesn’t 

want me to ever change a thing?  I want approval 

no matter what I do.  Am I just trying to do what 

everyone else does?  I want to fit in with my family 

or others around me who do ‘church’ things.  Do I 

just want to be in His presence no matter what?  I 

want to be in God’s presence . . . period. 

 

Hebrews 10:31 “It is a terrifying thing to fall into 

the hand of the living God.” This is a verse that 

brings up many emotions in me. I find coming be-

fore God terrifying in both a positive way and a 

scary/nervous way. God tells Abraham in Genesis 

17:1 “Live in me and be blameless”.  I find myself 

taking this verse two ways.  One, we must be 

blameless in order to be in God’s presence.  This is 

reinforced by the fact that Jesus’ sacrifice became a 

filter that removes our sin so that we may stand in 

God’s presence, blameless in His eyes.  Two, we 

cannot become blameless without being in God’s 

presence.  Our nature is sinful but in Christ we are 

made into a new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17-18)  

God reconciled Himself to us through Christ.  This 

is a terrifying thing.  We must be willing to give up 

all that we know about ourselves and let God 

change it in order for us to be in His presence.   

 

(Cont. on page 3) 
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Keep up with Kelsey Schrock, her work, and 
Nicaragua with these links. 

Kelsey’s blog: 

https://kelseyschrock.wordpress.com/ 

 

Nicaraguan News Source: 

https://confidencial.com.ni/seccion/english/ 

 
Friends of Batahola: 

https://friendsofbatahola.org/ 

 
Grid Alternatives: 

https://gridalternatives.org/ 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 2) 

 

I am all too comfortable with my flawed self.  My 

flawed self surrounds me like the comfort of a be-

loved blanket.  To get past that I need my eyes ful-

ly fixed on Jesus and His glorious holiness.  When 

all of me is fully fixated on Jesus it is so easy to 

fall before Him and say, “I’m all yours, God.  Go 

ahead. Change me.”  And that is the moment of 

perfect peace that I cannot fully describe, but it is 

the moment that I desperately want every single 

one of you to experience.  That is the moment 

when each of us will be seeking Him as God de-

sires us to be seeking Him . . . the moment of be-

ing in a 100%, willingly given, full surrender to 

God. 

 

This Christmas I pray that we will be a church 

family who is faithfully seeking Jesus in a position 

of full surrender.  That is what God created us to 

be.  We were made for this.  Praise God!   

 

As always, in pursuit……… 

https://kelseyschrock.wordpress.com/
https://confidencial.com.ni/seccion/english/
https://friendsofbatahola.org/
https://gridalternatives.org/


WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V and Carol Miller 

The seasons are changing, Thanksgiving is past and 
Christmas is about a month away.  Lots has been 
happening within the congregation, so let’s get right 
to it. 
 
Merle & Marlinda Beachy took a two week trip to 
Peru.  They traveled with a tour group of about thir-
ty people. Their tour leader was a retired Goshen 
College professor, Dean Rhodes.  The Beachy’s en-
joyed visiting many interesting places, however Ma-
chu Picchu may have been their favorite.  They also 
got to eat some interesting food, like “Guinea Pig”.  
Oh wow, tasty? 
 
Heather Herschberger directed the music for the re-
cent “Willie Wonka Musical” presented by Mid-
Prairie High School.  Good job, Heather. 
 
Abbie DeWild and 
Dylan Delgado are en-
gaged to be married.  
The proposal happened 
at an apple orchard in 
Pilot Grove, Illinois.  It 
was a total surprise to 
Abbie.  The two fami-
lies were also at the 
orchard and surprised 
Abbie!  What fun.  
Congratulations to the 
happy couple! 
 
Last month we told about the Schrock’s scouting 
trip—so now we have news of their hunting trip.  So 
the 3 oldest boys, Levi, Lane & London plus Grand-
pa Duane Schlabach went to Colorado.  Levi did 
manage to fill his permit with a huge bull elk.  Lane 
shot a cow (elk) and London had a near miss.  We 
are just glad you made it back all safe and sound. 
 
About a month ago, Kelsey Schrock shared about 
her experiences in Nicaragua during the SS hour.  
Since then Kelsey has returned to Nicaragua.  She 
continues her work helping provide solar energy for 
irrigation in the rural areas of this country.  Howev-
er, with the political unrest within the country, we 
should all keep Kelsey in our prayers.  (See links to 
keep up with Kelsey and the organization she works 
for elsewhere in the Mustard Seed.) 
 
Iowa Mennonite recently had their fall drama at Cel-

ebration Hall.  They presented the play “Little 
Women.”  Cole Roth and Kennedy Roth were in the 
production and the entire cast did a great job!  
“Little Women” is a novel written by Louisa May 
Alcott in 1868 and was loosely based on her and her 
three sisters.  Look it up, it is all quite interesting! 
 
The Genesis SS Class spent an evening at the 
Crowded Closet.  It was on a Thursday night after a 
big “1/2 price sale”, so there was a lot of restocking 
that needed to be done.  It is always a good time to 
see what all goes on back there in the workroom.  
And an adventure to see what comes through the 
donation door! 
  
The KMC primary children sang several songs dur-
ing a recent morning worship service.  Thanks for 
leading us in worship. 
 

And for the “Book of the Month” club we are rec-
ommending Frank Yoder’s new book “All In One 
Room: A History of Country Schools in Johnson 
County, Iowa.”  And for you locals who grew up 
here, you might see your picture in the book.  Good 
job, Frank! 
 
There comes news from Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
that Jacob and Katie Lehman have a new baby boy.  
David Elisha was born on Monday, October 29th.  
This is the “first” of probably many grandchildren 
for Kent and Kim Lehman.  The Lehman Family 
traveled to New Mexico to meet little David at 
Thanksgiving time.  I hope they traveled thru Kan-
sas and saw the beautiful “green” fields of winter 
wheat on their way.  Congrats to all! 
 

(Cont. on page 5) 
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(What’s Happening cont. from page 4) 

Well, that is all!!  We hope you have a good 
Christmas and a good year in 2019!  And while 
we are on the subject of 2019, we want you all 
to know that we will be taking a long sabbatical 
from this column.  And you know sabbaticals 
sometimes end up being retirements.  We have 

enjoyed all the stories you have been willing to 
share with the congregation.  We have had a lot 
of laughs along the way.  So now it’s time to 
take a break.  Thanks for all your support.  So 
long for now. 

Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life. 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

            

Happy Birthday to:  

 

Dolores Miller ~ December 9 

Delores Leichty ~ December 12 

Edna Miller ~ December 21 

Announcement 
 

It is with sadness that we say goodbye to the “What’s Happening” page. Ed V and Carol Miller 
have been faithfully contributing to the Mustard for the last 13 years and now want to go on 
‘sabbatical’ (see “What’s Happening” page.) However, this could be your chance to try something 
different. Are you willing to write a similar column starting January, 2019?  This would be a col-
umn unique to you, no pattern to follow. If you are interested, please let me know. You can email 
me at shirleyh@kctc.net, call me at 656-2005, or catch me after church services during coffee 
time. This is your time to shine!  
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KMC SERVES OUR  

COMMUNITY 

Families and MYFer’s 
join together to make a 
difference in raking 

leaves for our communi-
ty, followed by a meal of 
chili and relishes. As you 
can tell, they also had a 
lot of fun!  Thanks to 

those who served. 


