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As we begin a new year at Kalona Mennonite Church, it is good to take 

time to reflect on the ways in which Jesus led us in 2018.  Just as he 

faithfully led us in 2018, we can be assured that he will be faithful to lead 

us in 2019.  Jesus can be trusted to lead us with all wisdom, knowledge, 

grace, and love in the New Year to come.  

 

In the New Year before us, let me suggest three challenges for us to 

strive for in 2019:   

 

Seek unity.  In John 17, we read what has been called Jesus’ farewell 

prayer to his followers.  In this prayer, he states that the work he 

began will only be realized as people stay unified in their love 

for God and others.  Unity which comes from a transformed 

heart is what will make it possible to work together for the glory 

of God in 2019.  Humanly we cannot manufacture unity.  True 

unity is something that we can only experience as we let Jesus 

transform our hearts and minds with His patience, grace, and 

love.   

Seek ways to share our Christian life with others.  We have all been 

blessed with a great salvation and a wonderful body of believers.  

Because of this, God does not want us to hide these blessings but 

to give them to others as well.  In 2019, may we seek ways to 

invite others to share in the joy of our salvation and community 

life.   

Seek ways to nurture and care for each other in times of struggle.  As 

I have witnessed over the years, we all face some bumps in the 

road at different times in our life journey.  These bumps can be 

tough on our spiritual and emotional well-being.  As we face a 

new year, may we make it a goal to reach out with hearts of com-

passion to those around us who have experienced some “tough 

sledding.”  May we never stop caring and praying for those who 

are in need of love and support.  

 

God has been with us in the past, and we can trust that he will be with us 

in the New Year.  May we face 2019 with great love, unity, witness, 

prayer, courage, and support for each other.  
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Congratulations! 
 

These people have reached a 
milestone, 50 or more years of 
marriage, or 80 or more years 

of life 
Don’t forget to send a card! 
The addresses are in your 

church directory. 
 
            
Happy Birthday to:  
 
Gladys Gnagey ~ January 17 
Ida Yoder ~ January 25  
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