
Mustard Seed 

Kalona Mennonite Church 

Inside this issue 

Overwhelmed cont ........ 2 

MOPS ............................ 3 

Women’s Tea ................ 3 

What’s Happening ......... 4 

In Pursuit ....................... 6 

Membership ................... 7 

Congratulations ............. 8 

Library Notes…………..8 

Special points of interest 

 We are not defined by 
what we’ve done.  

 Keep in God’s Word.  

 This time together can 
give them hope, help 
them cope, develop 
friendships with other 
mothers and grow in 
their faith.  

 There is much to like 
in our KMC library!  

Overwhelmed by His Mercy 
Josh Lundberg 

 
There is a song that I absolutely love called “Overwhelmed”. I espe-
cially love the line that goes,  “ I run into your arms unashamed be-
cause of mercy.” This sentence rings with a fantastic truth for every 
child of God. I feel like I often forget this truth and fail to appreciate 
the depth of it. I have sinned, I am guilty and in guilt there is shame 
but through Jesus mercy is given. 
 
Shame tells us that we are inherently flawed, unacceptable, and un-
worthy of love because of something you’ve done, something done 
to you, or something associated with you. Shame says we are defec-
tive, or damaged, or broken, or flawed, or dirty, or ugly, or impure, 
or disgusting, or unlovable, or weak, or pitiful, or insignificant, or 
worthless and definitely not wanted. Shame tells us lies. What sin 
distorts, shame exploits. Shame does not speak the truth.  
 
But the truth is we are loved and we are made in the very image of 
God. The goods news declared by God is that for those who believe, 
we are righteous in Christ as a gift. We are gifted an identity that He 
bestows on us. The child of God is the one who Christ declares us to 
be. We are forgiven. We are free. We are redeemed. We are healed. 
We are brand new. We are chosen. We are changed. We are blessed. 
We are beloved. We are complete. We are clean. We are washed. 
We are God’s child. 
 
We are not defined by what we’ve done. We are not what others 
have done to us. We are not what others have said about us. We are 
not what the voices inside whisper about us. We are what Christ has 
declared over us. All because of Jesus. All because of Mercy.  
 
(cont. on page 2) 
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(Overwhelmed by His Mercy, cont. from page 1) 
 
Matt Papa wrote a song called, “His Mercy Is 
More”. The song was beautifully written with 
clearly articulated weighty truths that overflow 
from each poetic verse. The lyrics to this song are 
originally from this letter written by John Newton. 
 

I can truly say, that I bear you upon my 
heart and in my prayers. I have rejoiced to 
see the beginning of a good and gracious 
work in you. 

 
And I have confidence in the Lord Jesus, 
that He will carry it on and complete it and 
that you will be amongst the number of 
those who shall sing redeeming love to 
eternity. 

 
Therefore, fear none of the things appoint-
ed for you to suffer by the way. But gird up 
the loins of your mind, and hope to the 
end. Be not impatient, but wait humbly 
upon the Lord. 

 
You have one hard lesson to learn, that is, 
the evil of your own heart. You know some-
thing of it, but it is needful that you should 
know more. For the more we know of our-
selves, the more we shall prize and love 
Jesus and His salvation. 

 
I hope what you find in yourself by daily 
experience will humble you, but not dis-
courage you: humble you it should, and I 
believe it does. 

 
Are not you amazed sometimes that you 
should have so much as a hope, that, poor 
and needy as you are, the Lord thinketh of 
you? 

 
But let not all you feel discourage you. For 
if our Physician is almighty, our disease 
cannot be desperate and if He casts none 
out that come to Him, why should you 
fear? 

 

Our sins are many, but His mercies are 
more: our sins are great, but His right-
eousness is greater: we are weak, but He is 
power. Most of our complaints are owing 
to unbelief, and the remainder of a legal 
spirit. And these evils are not removed in a 
day. 

 
Wait on the Lord, and He will enable you 
to see more and more of the power and 
grace of our High Priest. 

 
The more you know Him, the better you 
will trust Him: the more you trust Him, the 
better you will love Him; the more you 
love Him, the better you will serve Him. 

 
This is God’s way: you are not called to 
buy, but to beg; not to be strong in your-
self, but in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
He is teaching you these things, and I trust 
He will teach you to the end. 

 
Remember, the growth of a believer is not 
like a mushroom, but like an oak, which 
increases slowly indeed but surely. 

 
Many suns, showers, and frosts, pass upon 
it before it comes to perfection. And in 
winter, when it seems dead, it is gathering 
strength at the root. 
 
Be humble, watchful, and diligent in the 
means, and endeavour to look through all, 
and fix your eye upon Jesus, and all shall 
be well. 

 
I commend you to the care of the good 
Shepherd, and remain, for His sake, 

 
Yours, 

 
John Newton 
March 18, 1767 
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MOPS - Mothers of Preschoolers 
Jenelle Bender 

MOPS is an international organization that strives to 
encourage, equip and develop all mothers of pre-
schoolers to realize her potential as a woman, mother 
and leader in the name of Jesus Christ and in partner-
ship with a local church. KMC is that partner. MOPS 
meets here the second and fourth Thursday of every 
month from September to May, following the school 
calendar. 
 
This year there theme is "Find Your Fire" based on 
Romans 12:11-13, “Never be lacking  in zeal.....be 
joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
Share with the Lord's people in need. Prac-
tice hospitality.” 
 
This year 65-70 mothers are registered. These moth-
ers come from a wide variety of backgrounds. This 
time together can give them hope, help them cope, 
develop friendships with other mothers and grow in 
their faith. Some learn for the first time that God 
loves them. At the meetings they explore a lot of top-
ics, including some that are hard to talk about. Some 
of the ladies give their life journey. They laugh, cry 
and pray together. 
 
There are eight Mentor Mom's, of which I am one. 
We are not perfect and do not have all the answers. 

We listen, learn to know them, pray, encourage, hold 
babies and walk beside them, doing what needs to be 
done. 
 
Child care is provided with rooms for babies, 1 year 
olds, 2 years old, 3 years old, and 4-5 years old. 
Three or four workers provide childcare in each 
room with 12-17 children attending each level. 
 
Each year MOPS picks organizations to support as 
an outreach project. This year they are supporting the 
UP Home in Washington and books for HACAP 
families. Monies from the fundraisers they have are 
used for these and other needs they see in the com-
munity.  
 
As a Mentor Mom I learn to know these young 
mothers and watch them grow in their faith. It has 
been a real blessing.  There is so much more I could 
tell you about them, so if you have questions ask. I 
will be happy to tell you more. 
 
Editors Note: Please notice that the annual KMC 
MOPS Fundraiser dinner will be held on February 
17. Plan to enjoy this delicious meal and be gener-
ous! This is a valuable ministry to the young moms 
locally and in the surrounding communities. 
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A reminder to sign up for the upcoming birthday tea! This 
Tea/Birthday Party is for KMC women MYF age and old-
er and will be held on the last Saturday of your birthday 
month (unless stated differently on the signup sheet.) It 
will be at Emily Ferguson’s home, 822 4th St. Kalona, 
8:30-10:30. But you will need to sign up the month of 
your birthday on the signup sheet on the library table in 
the foyer at KMC. Deadline for signup will be the week 
before the celebration. Don’t miss this special time for 

women of KMC to get together for a relaxing time and 
celebration of your life! 

KMC Women! 



WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom  

(With the New Year, the What’s Happening column is 

also ‘turning the page.’ Betsy Schillerstrom has gra-

ciously consented to write this column each month, for 

which I am very grateful. Make her job easier by talk-

ing to her about what’s happening with you and your 

family!  The Editor) 

 

The recent Christmas season brought time together 

with family members. Some of us have more family 

than others. But one thing’s for sure…the people here 

at KMC always enjoy their church family time togeth-

er! 

 

The Boy’s Venture 

Club met at the 

Schillerstrom’s for 

some food, basket-

ball and a winter 

craft in the farm 

shop. But first, Clint 

and Ty had them 

count and package 

Band-Aids to be put 

into the MCC Relief 

Kits. They were 

then given back to 

Ted and Doris Red-

ding. Ted and Doris 

later got a group 

together from the 

committee that 

packaged Relief 

Kits (buckets) with 

many essential items 

that will contribute to 

families across the 

globe affected by natu-

ral disasters. KMC’s Jr. 

MYF group also 

pitched in to help with 

this Relief Kit project 

that proved Iowa can 

still contribute even if it 

wasn’t in the form of 

meat canning this year! 

Thank you Ted and Doris and the variety of people 

and groups that helped!  

 

Larry Pickard turned 70 years young and his kids 

pulled off a surprise birth-

day party for him in Decem-

ber. Did you know that 

when you come into church 

on a Sunday morning and sit 

in a pew here, Larry has 

prayed for you that morn-

ing? He shows up early on 

Sunday mornings and walks 

through the pews praying in 

advance for those that will 

later come fill them. How 

encouraging is that?! We 

appreciate you, Larry! 

 

A group of about 28 people from KMC went Christ-

mas caroling around town. Some of the younger Leh-

man and Leichty girls stood front and center and sang 

their hearts out. I’m not sure if the carolers or recipi-

ents enjoyed them more!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December brought an extra special gift for Herschel 

and Rachel Yoder as they became grandparents! A 

boy, Crew Weston, was born to Garrett and Kourtney. 

Congrats to all! 

 

(Cont. on page 5) 
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What’s Happening, cont. from page 4) 

 

Chris and Lyuda Nafziger hosted two girls from an 

orphanage in Ukraine in their home for three weeks 

over Christmas. The girls were 9 and 12 year old sis-

ters. An organization in Alabama has a ministry and 

coordinates visits for orphans into Christian homes to 

introduce them to Jesus. They all had so much fun 

together and the girls now have a Bible and learned to 

cherish the habit of bedtime prayers together while 

they were here. 

 

We always look forward to special music in our 

church. But when three young ladies made their debut 

playing their stringed instruments for us, we were in 

for a big treat. 

Ella Slaubaugh, 

Shannon 

Leichty and An-

nika Schrock 

made their prac-

tice pay off 

when they made 

a beautiful noise 

unto the Lord 

and we were 

thankful they shared it with us at KMC! 

 

Andrea Troyer is excited to now be a home owner and 

just made the move to her charming house in Kalona. 

Along with 

beautiful 

trees on her 

street, she is 

blessed to 

have a cou-

ple of great 

neighbors 

who are fel-

low KMCer’s…Dave and Rosie Koerner and Lloyd 

and Joyce Bender! 

 

We have a faithful bunch of volunteers from our 

church that give of their time regularly to helping at 

The Crowded Closet, the thrift and consignment store 

in Iowa City. The Crowded Closet is soon making a 

move to Pepperwood Plaza (former K-Mart). With the 

upcoming move, they appreciate the extra time some 

of you have put in to help them. 

 

The sponsors promised the Jr. 

MYF group that when it 

snowed, they could go sled-

ding. So when we got our Jan-

uary snow just in time for the 

weekend, the kids went out to 

have some fun on the hills at 

Leichty’s! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday nights in January are bringing our church 

family together to enjoy a hot meal and time together. 

Each week a variety of different people are sharing 

some interesting topics to 

give us all a little insight 

about what they do. John 

Derryberry shared on men-

tal health and helping the 

homeless, Dwight Gin-

gerich on faith lessons 

learned from coaching, Am-

ber Miller & Kyle Miller 

about plants, flowers, and 

the usage of drones in agri-

culture, and the last Wednesday will 

be a game night. What a great way to 

break up some of the long January 

evenings! Many thanks to those who 

did the planning, the individuals 

willing to 

share through 

speaking, and 

of course those 

doing all of the 

cooking! 

 

So although the Christmas season is now past, our 

time together will continue and I look forward to hear-

ing “What’s Happening” with those of you in our 

church family throughout the year! 
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

Over the holidays, I forced my family to go through 

some of the boxes we had in a storage room.  The 

mission was simple.  Everything was to be divided 

into piles of keep, trash or donate.  It was simple 

enough, but I soon realized that Curt had quickly got-

ten off task.  Honestly, I should have known he would 

be the most easily distracted, but I guess I must have a 

really hopeful disposition when it comes to Curt.  Curt 

had found his old report cards and I must admit that in 

those report cards I found someone else who had a 

hopeful disposition when it comes to Curt.  In regards 

to spelling, his former teacher had commented some-

thing along the lines of “it is a commendable trait to 

be willing to keep trying.”  I still chuckle when I think 

about it.  Curt’s spelling definitely has a unique twist 

to it, but to this day he still puts effort into it and plays 

spelling games with me . . . he says he does it because 

it makes me laugh. 

 

Now I know Curt will never win a spelling contest, 

just the same as I know that no matter how many 

times I read the Bible during my time on earth there 

are going to be many parts of it that I don’t under-

stand, don’t enjoy reading and wonder why they are 

there.  However, in recent years I have come to be 

okay with that, but I also have also come to the con-

clusion that I need to keep reading those parts . . . 

much like Curt keeps trying to spell.  Lysa Terkeurst, 

in her book It’s Not Supposed to be This Way, ex-

plains it this way:  “The enemy wants us to think the 

Bible is too complicated to understand and too diffi-

cult to live out.  This is nothing more than an evil 

marketing plan crafted in the depths of hell to sell you 

something you don’t have to buy.  Your mind was 

made by God; therefore, your brain is perfectly capa-

ble of receiving what it needs to receive, of reading 

the warning labels God has provided in His Word.  

And even if your brain doesn’t understand some 

things, your soul is made by God to respond to Truth.  

You don’t have to be a scholar.  You just have to be 

created by God.  And you are that.  Therefore, you 

can receive God’s Word, and His Word will achieve 

all the wonderful purposes meant for you.” 

 

God made you and me with the ability to take in His 

Word and for it to have a positive influence on us.  I 

think of Moses in Exodus 34. When he spent time 

with God, his face became radiant (without Moses 

realizing it) to the point that other people were afraid 

to come near him.  I believe it is the same for us when 

we open God’s Word and ask Him to show it to us.  

We may not realize the work He is doing in us, but we 

can trust that the holy work of God is at work in us.  It 

is truly an amazing thing.  But I would also say that 

God is gracious and at other time makes us fully 

aware of what He is showing us. 

 

For example, as I have been delving into Exodus for 

my Sunday school class, God has opened my eyes to 

parts of the scripture I had never noticed before.  In 

Exodus, God doesn’t tend to call what he did to Egypt 

plagues, but He calls them signs and wonders.  The 

Hebrew word mowpheth (pronounced mo-faith) is a 

masculine noun meaning “a wonder, a sign, a portent, 

a token that often displays God’s power.”  These acts 

of God, that we so often call plagues, were meant for 

the people of the world to see God’s glory.  God’s 

vision was for something much bigger than just what 

was going on in Egypt at that moment in time.  Yes, 

God cared about that moment and about His people, 

the Israelites, but God is able to do things that are not 

only the best thing for the current moment, but also 

what is the best thing for infinity.  It’s mind-blowing, 

isn’t it?  God gives us a fleeting glimpse of His ability 

to do this in 1 Samuel 4:6-8.  “When the Philistines 

discovered that the ark of the Lord had entered the 

camp, they panicked.  ‘A god has entered their camp!’ 

they said. ‘Woe to us, who will rescue us from these 

magnificent gods?  These are the gods that slaugh-

tered the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in the 

wilderness.’” Now this is around 400 years after the 

Israelites were freed from Egypt, and God’s signs and 

wonders were still known among a people who were-

n’t directly involved at that time.  God desires for eve-

ryone to fully see His glory and He knows best how to 

get the job done.   

(Cont. on page 7) 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 6) 

It is so easy to look at what we call the ten plagues 

from a negative view and wonder in our limited 

knowledge why so much destruction had to happen 

in order for God’s glory to be shone.  But I am 

finding that for me to think that way is for me to 

think that I am capable of knowing better than 

God.  It is a position of arrogance that I believe 

God finds as a position of sin. God has proven 

through the sacrifice of His Son that His motives 

come out of a love for us that we cannot fathom.  

Therefore, as Christians we need to come to accept 

that God’s actions are ultimately always the best 

for us, the world (past, present and future) and, 

most importantly, for God’s glory.  Timothy Keller 

sums this up in his book, The Reason for God: 

“If you have a God great and transcendent enough 

to be mad because he hasn’t stopped evil and suf-

fering in the world, then you have (at the same mo-

ment) a God great and transcendent enough to have 

good reasons for allowing it to continue that you 

can’t know.  Indeed, you can’t have it both ways.”  

God is either God or He’s not.  If He is God then 

we need to accept that we aren’t going to under-

stand it all, but that’s okay because He had our 

back through Christ’s sacrifice of love, and that 

love will never end.  We only need to accept it.  

Then we need to spend time with Him and allow 

His radiance to work in and through us.  Then God 

will be glorified.   

 

Keep in God’s Word.  It will change you in posi-

tive ways even when you can’t see it or feel it.  

The Bible is living and active.  It will never fail 

you if you allow God’s Spirit to lead you through 

it.  That is one of the reasons I love that Curt 

spends time in God’s Word.  It’s time well spent 

and I see more of God in Curt as each year passes.  

It will do the same for you and me.  God gave us 

His Word for a reason and His reasons are always 

in our (and the world’s) best interest. Let’s keep 

encouraging each other to stay in the Word and 

anticipate seeing the good produce from it.   

 

As always, in pursuit…….. 
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Let’s Talk About Membership 
 

On Wednesday, February 6th, from 6:45-7:30, Josh Lundberg will be leading a discussion on church mem-
bership in the prayer room. We will be discussing what membership is, what it means, and what is required 
for church membership. This meeting is for all: whether you are a member, if you are thinking about be-
coming a member or if you are a non-member; all are welcome to attend and join in the conversation.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzyJ763IHgAhWPyIMKHdGMDuoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fblog.lifeway.com%2Fwomenallaccess%2F2015%2F12%2F28%2Fstay-in-gods-word-in-2016%2F&psig=AOvVaw1eQ1aArKiT6WD


Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone,  

50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life. 

Don’t forget to send a card!  

The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

 

Happy Birthday to:  
 

Marge Hershberger ~  February 24 

Kalona Mennonite Church 

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

319-656-2736 

 

Editor: Shirley Hochstedler 

Design & Layout: Janice 

Hostetler 

Articles for the Mustard 

Seed may be submitted to 

Shirley Hochstedler at 

shirleyh@kctc.net or placed 

in Shirley’s church mailbox.  

Mothers and young children, stop by the library and check 

out our many new kids books! There are new board books 

and attractive picture books. You will be glad you stopped 

in! 

 

You will notice a change also. The rolling cart has been 

moved into the library. This is to give better access to both 

sides of the cart. New books will still be displayed on the 

cart and on the shelves, plus anything we find of interest at 

a particular time. Do come by and take a look.  

 

New books for adults include Dream With Me by John 

Perkins. “Dream with Me is his look back at a life devoted 

to seeking justice for all God's people, as well as a look 

forward to what he sees as a potentially historic break-

through for people of every race.”  

 

Christian Living books include The Case for Grace by Lee 

Strobel; Putting the Past in Its Place by Stephen Viars; 

Unshakable Hope by Max Lucado; and Not Your Parents 

Offering Plate by J. Clif Christopher.  

Karen Kingsbury fans will enjoy Love Story as well as the 

next two books in Lauraine Snellings Song of Blessing 

series, entitled A Harvest of Hope #2, and Streams of 

Mercy #3. 

 

For middle readers who like Humphrey books, check out 

Friendship According to Humphrey. 

 

There is much to like in our KMC library! Stop by and 
check it out! 

Library Notes 
Shirley Hochstedler 


