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Special points of interest 

 May we always find it in 
our hearts to speak well 
of this great thing called 
the Church of Jesus 
Christ.   

 I learned a lot on this trip 
without actually realizing 
it. 

 If a verse is repeated in 
scripture multiple times, I 
believe there is some-
thing important there that 
God doesn’t want any of 
us to miss.   

Caring for the Church 
Scott Swartzendruber, Pastor 

 

Recently, due to a fire that destroyed parts of an 850-year-old 

church in Paris, France, we witnessed the outpouring of many gifts 

that were given in order to help in the rebuilding process.  The fi-

nancial gifts came from both the young and old.  Even children 

showed up with their allowance money in hand and presented it to 

the church in order to help with the rebuilding.  The generosity 

shown in helping a church in need has caught the attention of peo-

ple from around the world.  Even in a day and age when the church 

has been pushed to the background, we see that there are still peo-

ple who care about having places to worship God.  

 

As we have just come through the Easter season, we were remind-

ed once again that the church was born during the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  On Easter Sunday, Jesus ushered in a 

new community of the redeemed who were able to experience the 

gift of new life through the power of His resurrection.  The church 

of Jesus Christ has been in place for over 2,000 years, and it is still 

being built and cared for even in our day as well.  For this we can 

rejoice and give thanks.  We can praise God that the wonderful gift 

of the church is still being built up by faithful people who are car-

rying on the mission of the church of Jesus Christ.   

 

It has been said that negativity cannot build lasting community.  

As we seek to build and care for the Church of Jesus Christ, may 

we find ways to do and say things that help the church to truly be a 

place of sacred worship and deep compassion for those in need of 

forgiveness and healing.  May we always find it in our hearts to 

speak well of this great thing called the Church of Jesus Christ.   
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My SALT Experience 
Cole Roth, 12th grade 

I was a part of the SALT group that went to Puerto 
Rico to help aid in hurricane repairs at the school 
Academia Menonita Betania. Our main tasks were 
to help paint, pick up debris, and help the students. 
We left for the Chicago airport on a Saturday at five 
in the afternoon. When we got to the airport, we 
found out that our flight had been delayed so we did 
not depart till 11:30 that night. We arrived in Puerto 
Rico at five in the morning, got in a van, and took 
the hour-long drive to the school. After we got set-
tled at the school, we attended the Sunday morning 
service of the church that is on school grounds.  
 
After the church service, the pastor and his family 
took our group to the Bosque Toro Negro waterfall. 
We swam and dove off the rocks into the little cove 
of water. It was so interesting to see such a beautiful 
place.  It was a great start to our week. Monday, we 
started the day by following our pen pals for their 
first four classes. After lunch, we headed out to 
Coamo, a nearby town, and went on a short tour. 
While we were there we met the mayor which ap-
parently is very hard to do.  
Tuesday, we had a bit of a track and field day in 
which our group participated in competitive games 
with the students. Later that evening we were treat-
ed by learning how to cook some classic Puerto Ri-
can foods. Wednesday morning, our group split up 
into three different groups. Two groups taught the 
first and second-grade class, while another orga-
nized 3 PE periods. In the afternoon, Alex (one of 
our hosts) took us on a tour of Old San Juan. We 
enjoyed experiencing the sights and sounds of the 
city.  
 

Thursday, our main task was service work which 
was composed of painting and cleaning up rubble 
and glass around one of the school's buildings.  We 
painted the pool house and the casita, a small on-
campus living space. Friday we rose early to say 
goodbye to our friends at Betania. They surprised us 
with gift bags that included Puerterican candy, per-
sonal letters, and a bracelet to remember them by.   

 
During the trip, our daily devotion themes were 
about the importance of connecting with those 
around us and sometimes the best way to help others 
is by developing relationships.  I am grateful to have 
had the opportunity to go to Puerto Rico. The best 
part was working with the students in the school and 
getting to know the culture.     
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What is SALT? 
SALT, Serving And Learning Term, (formerly known as Interterm), is a week-long innovative learning 

experience that takes place outside the normal classroom at Iowa Mennonite School. It happens every 
other year in groups of students and faculty. SALT groups often focus on putting their beliefs into action 
by bringing service to others. KMC had 3 students participating this year. They each share some of their 

experiences. 



My SALT Experience 
Noah Miller, 9th Grade 

On my SALT (formerly known as interterm) trip, eight 

boys, Bryn Hovde, and Dick Yoder-Short, trekked to 

Camp Menno Haven, a sister camp to Crooked Creek 

to help put up solar panels. On the first day, we split up 

into two groups of four. Those were the groups that we 

worked with for most of the week. Every day, half of 

us helped Dick put up solar panels, and the rest did 

small projects for the camp. My group was the first to 

put up the panels, but the job wasn’t as easy as you 

might think.  

 

First we had to assemble and torque the braces onto the 

roof, without puncturing the roof itself. Next, we had 

to screw the L brackets onto the braces. Then we had 

to tighten the railing to the L brackets. And finally, we 

were able to screw the solar panels onto the railing. We 

put up 36 panels which means we put up 144 braces, 

144 L brackets, around 800 feet of railing. That whole 

process took 8 guys and Dick only two and a half days.  

 

However, that was not the only thing we needed to do 

with the solar panels. We needed to wire 4 different 

circuits of 9 panels. That only required two of us, Jere-

my Neimeyer and myself. We ran a total of 8 wires 

from end to end to a transformer. That was not the saf-

est job, considering the single foot of space at the bot-

tom of the roof, but we got the job done. After the wir-

ing on the roof was done, we ran the wires out of the 

transformer to a meter about 40 yards away. Thankful-

ly we had a trencher that dug most of the trench, but 

we still had to dig close to the meter and the house for 

safety purposes. After we finished the trench, we ran 

the wires from the transformer, through PVC pipe, and 

to the meter so no animals would ruin our work. That 

pretty much wrapped up our work with the panels, as 

Dick finished up some minor things we couldn’t.  

 

When we weren’t working on solar panels, we either 

picked up sticks, did other small projects, or chilled at 

the activity 

center. It 

wasn’t just 

like clearing 

your back-

yard of 

sticks, it was  literally clearing an entire forest floor. 

We picked up what felt like over one million sticks 

over the course of a whole week. We wanted to do an-

ything besides pick 

up sticks, so we 

cleaned a pool out, 

burned fields, and 

played games at 

the activity center.  

 

The best experi-

ence on the trip for me was being able to build stronger 

relationships with peers and being able to socialize 

with people I don’t normally socialize with. In doing 

that, we had a fun time watching the March Madness 

games with each other along with a ping pong tourna-

ment. On top of watching basketball, we also played a 

lot of basketball with each other too. We played a few 

rounds of Texas Hold’em with graham crackers and 

even a carpetball tournament as well. We did almost 

anything we could find to do. 

 

Overall, this is my favorite part of IMS so far. Learn-

ing outside the classroom can sometimes teach you 

more than being inside of a classroom. I learned a lot 

on this trip without actually realizing it. 
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My SALT Experience 
Kennedy Roth, 10th Grade 

Over the SALT term, my group stayed in Iowa 
and volunteered locally. Monday we went to 
Pleasantview Home to help the residents of the 
cottages in independent living. We did everything 
the resi-
dents 
asked us to 
do, from 
washing 
windows 
and vacu-
uming to 
raking 
leaves.  
 
Tuesday, 
we went to 
Crowded Closet and worked there for the day. 
Some of us worked in the back, tagging and sort-
ing items, and some of us helped on the floor as-
sisting cashiers. 
 
Wednesday, we had a daycare at IMS for children 
in the community that went from 8:00 to 4:30. 
Thursday, we helped at the free lunch program in 
Iowa City. We prepared the food, served it, ate 
with people who came in and stayed afterward to 
clean everything up.  

 
Friday, we went to the Informed Choices clinic in 
Iowa City where they taught us a little bit about 
their mission. We then helped them sort baby 
clothes and fill envelopes with flyers and infor-
mation for potential donors. 
 
The whole week was very rewarding for me and I 
got to see how many volunteer opportunities there 
are in the community.  
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life 
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 
 
Happy Birthday to: 
Anna Mae Graber ~ May 1 



Vacation Bible School (VBS) is held yearly right 

after school closes for the summer.  It is a great mis-

sion to community children as well as to our KMC 

children. Registration numbers run high and it takes 

over 50 volunteers to make this happen.  

 

To Mars and Beyond! VBS is around the corner -- 

June 10-14 at Kalona Mennonite Church from 9:00 

A.M. - 1:15 P.M.  Our VBS theme this year is "To 

Mars and Beyond!"  We'll help students in pre-

school through 8th grade discover the wonders of 

God's universe. They'll become Voyagers on a jour-

ney through space, exploring where God's power 

can take them.  Along the way, they'll learn how 

God walked with heroes of the Bible, and that God 

is always with them, too.  Add to the adventure with 

out-of-this-world fun, learning, and timeless Bible 

stories that inspire kids to give glory to God, who is 

able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imag-

ine!  

 

Please consider 

how you can 

help with VBS! 

We're in need of 

a Recreation Di-

rector, teachers, 

people who can 

donate daily 

teacher pick me 

ups, and people to lead teacher devotional time at 

8:40 A.M. (you may commit to one or more days 

for devotionals).  Our VBS provided the good news 

about Jesus to over 200 students last year and we 

want to be fully staffed to give them a great experi-

ence again this year.  Join us!  You'll be glad you 

did.  

 
Questions?  Contact Leanne Bender 
(leannebender98@gmail.com or 319-530-5253) or 
Bailey Schrock (bschrock989@gmail.com or 319-
430-3986). 
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KMC MINISTRY OF THE MONTH 

Vacation Bible School 

Leanne Bender 

mailto:leannebender98@gmail.com
mailto:bschrock989@gmail.com


            Close your eyes and what do you hear? 

The birds chirping, a cricket, raindrops, and trucks 

             traveling on the highways there and here. 

             Now open your eyes and cover your ears, 

                              what do you see? 

The red streak of a cardinal, the flutter of leaves, 

              and children playing in the street. 

Using your sense of touch, feel the coolness on your  

             face and the warmness of the hand you hold. 

 

            God created all the senses and gave them 

                                  to us to share. 

So when you hear Gods nature calling, know that  

a friend is thinking of you with love in their heart for 

you. 

             God tells us when a friend needs prayer. 

I just listened to that call so that you my friend  

              may have God’s blessing today. 

 

             I know not what you need,  

but God does and is waiting to supply that very need.  

May God bless you today and give you peace. 

LaVerta 2017 
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Just in time for Easter and spring weather, Eunice 

Yoder came back to Iowa after being in Venice, Flor-

ida for 5 months. She stayed with her daughter there 

and took in the warm days and time spent with fami-

ly. Welcome her back when you see her and fill her 

in on what she missed while she was gone! 

 

When a group of 13 ladies who have been friends 

since college carve away time from their families and 

busy schedules to get together for a weekend every 

year, you know how important that time must be to 

them. Stacy Miller is one of those 13 gals who have 

made it a point to do just that since their days at 

Simpson 

College to-

gether! They 

often get to-

gether for a 

weekend in 

Galena or at 

one of their 

homes. The 

year they all 

turned 40 they celebrated together with a trip to Can-

cun! This past month Stacy and her friends met up in 

Des Moines for a weekend at one of their homes. 

They did a few fun activities together such as going 

axe throwing. Stacy said that 13 women in a place 

like that ended up being pretty hilarious! But most of 

the weekend they spent talking and laughing and just 

enjoying the blessing of their friendships. 

 

Some of you may have visited the new shop down-

town called “Best of Iowa”. It’s located where the 

former Kalona Family Restaurant used to be.  Lori 

Witthoft now owns it and has been busy making her 

dream a reality. Lori is gifted with creativity and had 

been traveling to shows around Iowa and the Mid-

west to sell her creations. In an effort to stay closer to 

home, a local shop seemed like a good fit for Lori 

and her family.  Her husband, Brandon, has been 

supportive in many ways and their girls seem pretty 

excited about it and even enjoy helping at the shop 

when they can. The Best of Iowa shop features a fun 

variety of new, vintage and repurposed things made 

in Iowa. The former dining area of the restaurant is 

looking good and will be available to rent for special 

events. So if you haven’t already, stop by and say 

“Hi” to Lori at her new shop and treat yourself to a 

gourmet cupcake, cookie, cinnamon roll or artisan 

bread from the small but amazing bakery that is also 

a part of the shop!  

 

Hope you all are enjoying 

the newness of spring. At 

the Leichty’s there are some 

new baby lambs, the 

McDowell’s are caring for 

some new kid goats, new 

calves are being born almost 

daily at the Schillerstrom’s 

right now, and Calvin Yo-

der’s just got 3500 new baby 

chicks! 

 

 

If you are itching to get out to some local high school 

spring sporting events, here is what some of our 

KMC senior high kids are in right now. London 

Schrock – golf for IMS, Cole and Kennedy Roth – 

golf for IMS, Madelyn Bender – golf and dance for 

MP, Noah Miller – soccer and golf for IMS, and Eri-

ca (throws shot and discus) and Alyssa (runs sprints) 

McDowell – track for MP. Get outside and enjoy it! 
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What’s Happening!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 



In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

I realized this afternoon, as I was watering plants in 

our greenhouse, that I was in need of some time with 

some really loud Christian music.  It is something I do 

to relieve stress.  It helps me to eliminate the many 

thoughts that ricochet around my head when life closes 

in on me. If the music is loud enough all I can take in 

is the praise and worship. It calms me and this week I 

have needed some calm.  So here I sit, in my lazyboy 

chair with my computer on my lap and the music on 

loud, feeling better than I have all week.  (Some of you 

may understand why my dad gave me a gift on a ran-

dom day when I was a teenager.  It was a set of head-

phones.  My bedroom wall was next to my parents’ 

bedroom.  I have awesome parents!) 

 

Today the music is reminding me that Christ is the 

foundation that I can trust in to get me through each 

and every day.  He’s not going to change. His plan for 

each of us has been in the works from that beginning 

of time and He has never and will never have a reason 

to alter it.  It is an incredible plan that has taken every 

minute detail into consideration.  This blows my mind 

away. 

 

Yesterday, as I 

was reading in 

Mark, God 

opened my eyes 

to the scripture, 

“The stone that 

the builders re-

jected has be-

come the cor-

nerstone.”  My 

Bible has a different font for scripture that is a quote 

from another part of scripture.  For some reason (I 

would say a nudge from God.) I wanted to know the 

origin of this scripture, so I looked for the cross refer-

ences and the footnotes. How many of you knew that 

this scripture is in the Bible in seven different places?  

It is found in Psalms, Matthew, Mark, Luke, Acts, Ro-

mans and I Peter.  I thought about giving you the pas-

sages, but I decided I would rather encourage you to 

seek them out.  Why, you ask?   

 

The main reason is that I want to advocate opening the 

Word of God.  I don’t want people to just take me at 

my word.  I want you to see it for yourselves and for 

you to open up what God has planned for you to see 

there as well.  My secondary reason is that if a verse is 

repeated in scripture multiple times, I believe there is 

something important there that God doesn’t want any 

of us to miss.  You’ll remember it better if you seek it 

out yourself.  The bottom line is that I want to be an 

encourager of all Christians to dig deeper and to grow 

deep roots that can withstand any storm. 

 

My own roots need to grow a lot more or else I would-

n’t have needed blaring music today to get my focus 

back on course and remember that Jesus, the Corner-

stone, is still there and is just as steady and sure as He 

has always been and will always be.  In the Great I 

AM, I can rest.  I don’t need the loud music any more.  

A renewed peace has come.  Thank You, Jesus!   

 

As always, in pursuit….. 
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