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Special points of interest 

 We are called to always 
mirror our heavenly father 
to our community, to our 
neighbors and to all those 
God places in our lives.  

 Be wrestling in your prayers 
for fellow Christians.  

Mephibosheth’s Story 

Pastor Josh Lundberg 

 

I find myself drawn to Mephibosheth’s story. Mephibosheth was the son 
of Jonathan and grandson of Israel’s King Saul. The boy was only 5 
years old when his father and grandfather were killed in battle with the 
Philistines at Mt. Gilboa by the Jezreel Valley. Learning of the death of 
his son in battle, Saul took his own life.  
 
It was customary that when a ruler was defeated that his family would be 
killed as well so that there would be no lineage of that ruler left to re-
claim the throne. However, we find out that Mephibosheth survives in 2 
Samuel 4:4. “Jonathan son of Saul had a son who was lame in both feet. 
He was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from 
Jezreel. His nurse picked him up and fled, but as she hurried to leave, he 
fell and became crippled, his name was Mephibosheth.” 
 
Mephibosheth had grown and had a son of his own when King David 
learned of his survival and inquired of his whereabouts. One of Saul’s 
servants was questioned and told King David of the young man’s loca-
tion.  
 
Mephibosheth was found and summoned to appear before the King. 
Though afraid, Mephibosheth came, not knowing if he would be killed or 
what might happen to him. He was a cripple, had lost his heritage, and 
lived in a desolate place named Lo Debar. Translated, the name literally 
means “land of nothing”. Mephibosheth had been reduced to having 
nothing.  
 
Mephibosheth and King David meet. The young man humbly bowed and 
David told him to not be afraid. In 2 Samuel 9:7, David tells Me-
hibosheth, “I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father 
Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfa-
ther Saul and you will always eat at my table.” 
Mephibosheth was made the promise that he would be honored with res-
toration of profits from his grandfather’s wealth and would always eat at 
the King’s table. David’s invitation to Mephibosheth mirrored what God 
had done for David.  
 
(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 
I believe we are called to always mirror our heav-
enly father to our community, to our neighbors 
and to all those God places in our lives. We are 
generous to others because our heavenly father 
has been generous to us.  
 
King David’s generosity came at a time that was 
inconvenient, it was time consuming and it came 
at a cost but brightest opportunities to display God 
to others often come in times that are inconven-
ient, messy, emotional and difficult. In the midst 
of fear and ashes David came back into 
Mephibosheth’s life to display the beauty of God 
the father in generously making room at his table 
for him. 

 
In 2 Samuel 19:24-30 we find out that 
Mephibosheth displays this very radical generosi-
ty to his own servant Ziba who betrayed him. 
Mephibosheth offers forgiveness and generosity to 
Ziba, a generosity that was not deserved and came 
at the cost of Mephibosheth’s own benefit. 
Mephibosheth learned of God’s extraordinary 
generosity from David. Mephibosheth taught Ziba  
God’s extraordinary generosity.   
 
Lord, let us teach those around us of your radical 
generosity by the way we respond to them, forgive 
them, speak to them, by the way speak of them and 
by the way we treat them. You have been so in-
credibly kind to us, let us teach others of your ex-
traordinary kindness.  
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VBS  

June 10-14th  

Remember to register your 

children for VBS on our 

church website: 

kalonamennonitechurch.com 
 

Consider how you 

can help with VBS 

and sign up on the 

sheets in the foyer! 

Signup sheets are 

in the foyer for 

food for VBS! 



Library Notes 
Shirley Hochstedler 

Step into the library and you will find some new 

books added this month. Books for light reading, 

for serious study, books for kids of all ages, in-

cluding board books for the littlest ones.  

 

Recently added to the library is The Bible Un-

wrapped by Meghan L Good. Meghan is teaching 

pastor at Trinity Mennonite Church in Phoenix, 

and we were blessed to sit under her teaching sev-

eral times last winter. You will find this book 

very interesting. Also in the Christian Living de-

partment: Love in a Time of Hate by Hanna 

Schott; Of Moose and Men by Torrey Martin and 

Doug Peterson; 10 Mistakes People Make About 

Heaven by Mike Fabarez; In the Middle of the 

Mess by Sheila Walsh; Ten Questions Christians 

Are Asking by David Jeremiah, and Uninvited by 

Lysa TerKeurst.  Also added: Anything but Sim-

ple by Lucinda J. Miller. It is written about this 

book: Like her grandmother, Lucinda J. Miller 

wears long dresses and a prayer covering. But 

she uses a cellphone and posts status updates on 

Facebook, too. Anything but Simple is the riveting 

memoir of a young woman’s rich church tradi-

tion, lively family life, and longings for a mean-

ingful future within her Mennonite faith.  In the 

Peace category, check out Meet Me at the Olive 

Tree by Julia Fisher. 

 

Shalom Readers can check out the following 

books added to the Shalom Readers section: 

Wishtree; Views From Our Shoes; and Anything 

But Typical; all for older readers. For younger 

readers, check out Train to Somewhere; Team-

mates; The Invisible Boy; and The Cats in 

Karsinski Square.  Also in the youth section, but 

not on the SRC list but well worth reading, is 

March Forward, Girl by Melba Pattillo Beals.  

Younger kids, check out Walk in Peace by Ingrid 

Hess. 

 

For the readers who particularly like the Guide-

post series: you will be pleased to know that we 

have added twelve books of Martha’s Vineyard 

series. The order on these is found on the spine 

labels. Enjoy! Also check out 2 books in the Se-

cret of Wayfarer’s Inn. 

 

Take a look at the new DVD’s for the kids. 

Among others, VeggieTales DVD’s include 

Sweetpea Beauty, Princess and the Popstar, The 

Penniless Princess and Beauty and the Beet. 

 

You never know what you will find when you 
visit your KMC library!  
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

Burdened is the word I would use to describe my 

heart lately when I consider the church (especially 

the American church).  We are living in a time 

and place of too many opportunities and we think 

these opportunities should be taken.  But as we 

say ‘yes’ to every opportunity, are we considering 

whether or not this ‘yes’ means we are telling God 

‘no’ to what He is calling us to do?   

 

I struggle with this all the time.  How often have I 

given away my time for prayer, Bible reading, 

group Bible study and other opportunities for spir-

itual growth without realizing it by saying ‘yes’ to 

something?  How often have I given away time 

for encouraging spiritual growth in someone else 

because of the same kind of ‘yes’?  This doesn’t 

mean those ‘yes’ things are bad but they just 

aren’t the choice God would have for me.   

 

It concerns me that when we commit to the wrong 

things how easy it is to not choose to do some of 

the things that God desires for to do.  When we 

are tired it’s so much easier to decide to sleep in 

rather than to go to that morning prayer group or 

Bible study or to skip the evening prayer group/

Bible study so you can go to bed earlier?  Or do 

we find ourselves wishing the Sunday morning 

service would be shorter so that we can get on 

with our plans for the rest of the day rather than 

taking it in as the time of corporate worship that 

God has called us to gather and do?  Are we too 

busy to spend time each day with our Lord?  Are 

we so busy running errands that we don’t have 

time to nurture our children, friends, fellow Chris-

tians, spouse, or someone else to help their spir-

itual life grow?  I know that I can say I have fallen 

into all of these things often and it shames me . . . 

my priorities get messed up too easily.  Why is it 

so much easier to commit to work, music lessons, 

sports practice, TV. shows, etc., than to the things 

that will draw all of us closer to maturity in 

Christ?  As Ephesians 6 tells us, we are in a spir-

itual battle.  We must not forget this fact.  The 

forces of evil will do everything they can to keep 

us from doing what God calls us to do.  We must 

be aware of this battle and allow God to prepare 

us for it so we can accomplish what He calls us to 

do. 

 

We are called to make disciples in the Great Com-

mission. I believe this is so much more than being 

‘saved’.  We are called to not only show people 

the way to salvation but to help them grow into 

maturity in the relationship.  Colossians 1:28 says: 

“We proclaim Him, warning and teaching every-

one with all wisdom, so that we may present eve-

ryone mature in Christ.” Please, notice the words I 

underlined.  The goal isn’t just salvation and the 

goal isn’t just for a few.  EVERYONE is to be 

working toward maturity in Christ and this is a 

group project.  Later in Colossian 4:12 Epaphras 

is described this way: “He is always wrestling for 

you in his prayers, so that you can stand mature 

and fully assured in everything God wills.”  

 

This is what I desire for you to be doing for me 

and everyone else.  Please, be wrestling in your 

prayers for fellow Christians.  Epaphras set an 

example I desire to learn how to do for you and 

everyone else.  We need to have the desire for 

spiritual wisdom and understanding so that we, 

like Paul, can warn and teach others (out of a God

-given love for them) so that they can be mature 

in Christ. This must be out of God’s love.  If it’s 

not out of God’s love then it’s not an act of disci-

pleship and may be an act of sin so we must be 

careful.  I am learning that when I struggle with 

people, if I take the time to honestly ask God to 

show me His love for them, He will do it.  This 

changes my heart in a way that only God can do. 

 

I fear too often we think being saved is enough, 

for ourselves and others. I also fear that we over-

value friendships to the point that we aren’t will-

ing to try to prod our friends into a deeper rela-

tionship with God, or even into a relationship with 

God at all, so we don’t talk about it beyond sur-

face issues.   

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

 

We tell ourselves that their relationship with God is 

no one else’s business, that it’s a personal thing.  We 

fear that if we say anything, they might turn their 

backs on us.  Does this mean that we believe our 

friendship is more important than their relationship 

with God?  It’s something to consider.  Plus, if you 

can help them deepen their relationship with God, 

maybe they’ll be better equipped to help someone 

else’s relationship with God.  Again, it’s something 

to consider. 

 

I continue to feel the weight of all of this on my heart.  

I know it is hard to make choices when there are so 

many good opportunities.  The trouble is something 

good becomes something bad when you are doing it 

instead of what God desires for you. There was prob-

ably nothing wrong with the city Jonah was sailing 

toward, but God desired for him to be in Nineveh.  

Jonah needed to be in Nineveh so the people there 

could have a good relationship with God.  The city 

was saved from destruction.  I am praying that I look 

to God before I say ‘yes’ to the wrong things, I want 

to choose God’s way so that I can encourage others to 

be mature in Christ and that I may be there right be-

side them.   

 

As always, in pursuit…. 

Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 
 
 

Happy Birthday to: 
 
June Gingerich ~ June 1 
Darrel Showalter ~ June 3 
 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 
 
Ed & Mary Jane Miller ~ June 11 ~ 62 years 
Derald & Marilyn Bender ~ June 24 ~ 52 years 
Levon & Ginny Christophel ~ June 24 ~ 52 years 
Roy & Mollie Miller ~ June 29 ~ 56 years 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 

All of the rain around here so far this spring is cre-

ating a few challenges. But it pales to what the lit-

tle town of Pacific Junction, Iowa has had to deal 

with. Pacific Junction is located about 4 hours west 

of here on the Iowa side of the Missouri River.  

Back in March the Missouri River was flooding 

and a levee breeched 

causing the entire town 

and other parts of the 

county to be covered in 

water. The town was 

evacuated and was un-

der water for weeks. 

When residents got the 

OK to get back to their 

properties to access the 

damage, it didn’t take long for Mennonite Disaster 

Services (MDS) vans to also start showing up. 

They showed up to help people tear out all of the 

damaged materials in their homes. Household 

items, flooring, drywall, wiring etc. had to be re-

moved. So 

far, Ted 

Redding has 

made 3 sep-

arate day 

trips (about 

16 hour 

days…8 

hours of 

driving and 

8 hours of 

working) taking a van load of volunteers from 

KMC (and sometimes a couple of people from 

neighboring churches) out to Pacific Junction to 

help show the hands and feet of Jesus to some peo-

ple who were pretty overwhelmed with the mess 

they had.  Volunteers from KMC included Ted 

Redding, Calvin Yoder, Josh Lundberg, Ez 

Schrock, Ty and Cody Schillerstrom, Merlin Mil-

ler, Quinlan Miller, Dave Koerner, Kaysen Demp-

sey, Jim Gingerich and Taryn and Justin Leichty. 

Ask them about their experience to hear more 

about it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning a wedding has now become part of Emily 

Lehman’s summer plans as Isaac asked her to mar-

ry him! She said “yes”, so be sure to congratulate 

them on their engagement when you see them! 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

6 



(Continued from page 6) 

 

Merlin and Monica Miller became grandparents 

again as their son Matthew and his wife Meg had a 

little girl, Frances Honor. What a happy time for 

their entire family! 

 

Sometimes opportunities arise to serve members of 

our church family outside the walls of our church 

building. Recently, a strong wind/thunderstorm blew 

through the Ka-

lona area. Early 

on a Friday 

morning, Curt 

Wyse was on 

his way to KMC 

to join the Fri-

day morning 

men’s Bible 

Study and fel-

lowship. When he passed by JW’s, he saw that the 

storm had caused some damage overnight and blew 

their plant shelter upside down and onto the main 

greenhouse. So he called the guys to say he would-

n’t make it to the church that morning. Within 

minutes, 3 guys from the group showed up to help 

him get the twisted shelter off of the greenhouse.  

What a blessing Jim Gingerich, Dean Schrock and 

Larry Pickard were to Curt that morning.  That’s 

what church family is all about! 

 

Clint and Nicki Miller and their family are moving. 

Don’t worry. They are actually just moving their 

house a couple of hundred feet off of the old foun-

dation and on to a new one! Goodwin House Mov-

ing started by breaking up the old cement, building 

cribs to set the house on, placing beams under it, 

jacking it up and rolling it on to the beams and then 

carefully moving it. Of course they have had some 

mud challenges to deal with along the way. Since 

the electrical and plumbing aren’t hooked up and 

they also plan on putting an addition on, their family 

is staying with Doug and Carla until that is done. 

Exciting times for them, but as intriguing as the pro-

cess is to watch unfold, they will be happy to be 

moved back into their house when it is 

ready! And the rest of us are just glad 

that their relocation isn’t too far! 

 

 

 

 

 

Have any of you had time to go mushroom hunting 

between all the rains we have 

been having? One of the 

highlights this season for Ed 

V. Miller was taking his wife 

Carol and her 93 year old 

mother mushroom hunting. 

He says that yes, they found 

some, and better yet, no one 

fell in a ravine! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So whether it’s across the state helping strangers, or 

encouraging one another right here at KMC, let’s 

keep doing what we are doing! 
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Congratulations Graduates!! 
 

Cole Roth from Iowa Mennonite School 

Rudi Mucaj from Goshen College 

Ashley Sojka from Central College 

Carson Christiansen from University of Iowa 

Kalona Mennonite Church 

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

319-656-2736 
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Hochstedler 

Design & Layout: Janice 

Hostetler 

Articles for the Mustard 

Seed may be submitted to 

Shirley Hochstedler at 

shirleyh@kctc.net or 

placed in Shirley’s 

church mailbox.  

GRADUATION 
 
LaVerta 2018 
 
 You have reached what we adults call the next level. 
 To you it might mean getting out from under your parents.    
 The responsibilities now begin: 
 You're on your own with decisions to make. 
 It doesn't mean you can't ask Mom and Dad questions about life: 
 But the consequences are yours. 
 Congratulations on achieving the first level, 
 Good wishes for the next step. 
 Remember God is on your side no matter what; 
 Just ask Him and He will help. 
 

                          LaVerta 2018 


