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 Live free. Live for Him. 

Live to bring Him 

recognition.   

 May we become strong-

er together in our rela-

tionship with God and 

each other.   

Live Free 
Pastor Josh Lundberg 

The idol of human approval is like running on a treadmill while trying to 

get to a different location. It will never happen. It is exhausting and fu-

tile but you literally don’t go anywhere. 

 

In Matthew 6:1-18, Jesus addresses the rhythms of righteous living: gen-

erosity, prayer, and fasting. Specifically, Jesus warns against practicing 

these rhythms like the hypocrites who were motivated by the recogni-

tion, praise, and approval of others. Their problem was self-absorption. 

They were inwardly selfish, even though their behavior seemed selfless 

through outward actions. The hypocrites didn’t understand that they 

were only concerned with how their external actions were perceived by 

others, but God is always concerned with the inward motivation for such 

actions. The hypocrites did what they did to make much of themselves in 

the eyes of others. 

 
Simply caring what others think is not idolatry, but it is important for us 

to understand when the approval of others becomes an idol. Simply de-

fined, an idol is anything that we worship instead of God, or anything 

that satisfies us more than God. It is a heart issue. Human approval is an 

idol when the acceptance or opinions of others become the ultimate 

thing that dominates and dictates our thoughts, emotions, and behavior. 

A helpful heart diagnostic is to examine your answers by these state-

ments from Tim Keller’s book Counterfeit God 

 

I only have worth if I am loved or respected by ______________. 

 

I only have worth if ______________ accepts me and is happy with me. 

 

I only have worth if this group or social network lets me in. 

 

Since God is a loving Father (1 John 3:1), he desires to protect us from 

the futile and exhausting efforts of earning human approval. Trying to 

earn someone’s approval is problematic because it is completely subjec-

tive, and every person has a different standard to live up to or require-

ments for their acceptance. Even if you earn someone’s approval, it is  
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There are many ways to enjoy going to church!! 

(Live Free cont. from page 1) 

 

only temporary, and then you have to continue 

working to maintain their approval. This is slav-

ery, and we willingly subject ourselves to it. 

There is no rest and no freedom, but there is anxi-

ety, bitterness, and exhaustion. This was not 

God’s purpose for us in our redemption. Galatians 

5:1 (NIV) says, “It is for freedom that Christ has 

set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let your-

selves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” 

The context of this verse is surrounding the issue 

of circumcision being a burden placed on the Ga-

latians. Similarly, when we subject ourselves to 

the idolatry of human approval, we are not living 

out of the freedom we have in Christ, but are sub-

jecting ourselves to slavery. It should be sobering 

that Jesus says that this futile life will be our re-

ward for righteous actions if we are motivated by 

the approval of others. 

 

The beauty of the Kingdom of God is that it’s an 

upside down kingdom where we don’t have to 

work to earn our approval. Instead, we work from 

the love and approval of our heavenly Father and 

King of the Kingdom. Our motivation for right-

eous living (generosity, prayer, fasting) comes 

from our identity in Christ. When we live out of 

this approval, we no longer need to be insecure or 

anxious, and we can experience the blessed life 

that Jesus describes throughout the Sermon on the 

Mount. More importantly, our reward is the love 

of the Father. Our reward is that we get to be with 

God. Our reward is that we get to experience God. 

Our reward is that we get to be part of that which 

brings applause to God.  

 

Are your actions driven by what others think of 

you? Do your actions and words change when 

others are watching? Live free. Remember God’s 

love and generosity towards us. Remember the 

gospel and our dependence on God’s grace and 

mercy. Remember all He is and all He has done 

for us. Be thankful and live free. Reflect the one 

who has been so good to you. It is our love and 

appreciation for our heavenly father that drives us 

in our righteous living (generosity, prayer, and 

fasting). 
 

Live free. Live for Him. Live to bring Him recog-

nition.   
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New Books have been added to the library, includ-

ing The Gospel of Rutba by Greg Barrett. Here is 

what has been written about this book:  “In 2003, 

three U.S. Christian peacemakers weathered the 

first horrifying days of Shock and Awe in Baghdad 

only to be nearly killed in a car accident as they 

were leaving the country. They were rescued by Ira-

qi Muslims who took them to a clinic in the already 

bombed-out town of Rutba, where they received pro-

tection and care. In sending the Americans on their 

way, their hosts had only one request: Go and tell 

the world of Rutba.”  Don’t miss this one! 

 

Do you want to deepen your faith and understand-

ing? Joe Amaral’s books, Understanding Jesus, Cul-

tural Insights into the Words and Deeds of Jesus, 

and Story in the Stars, Discover God’s Design and 

Plan for Our Universe are good places to begin. It 

will help you find the ‘why’ of scriptures, and our 

universe.   And check out What If It’s True by 

Charles Martin, a New York Times bestselling au-

thor. A few years ago the author, after cracking open 

his Bible, began asking these questions:  “What if 

every single word of Scripture is absolutely true and 

I can trust it? How do I respond? Something in me 

should change, but what? How?” This book is the 

result of that exploration. 

 

Valerie Elliot Shephard, daughter of Elizabeth and 

Jim Elliot, has collected the letters her parents wrote 

to each other in this new book, Devotedly. This 

gives you greater insight into their lives.  And don’t 

miss Grand Central Question: Answering the Criti-

cal Concerns of the Major Worldviews  by Abdu 

Murray and Josh McDowell. “Abdu Murray digs 

deeply into these three representatives of major 

worldviews of our day: secular humanism, panthe-

ism and theism (specifically in the form of Islam). 

This lawyer and former Muslim brings compassion, 

understanding and clarity to his analysis, comparing 

the answers of each view to the central message of 

Christianity.” 

 

Karen Kingsbury fans: Two more new books for 

you: In This Moment and Two Weeks. Introduce 

your middle reader to Kingsbury’s first novel for 

kids, Best Family Ever. Another quick read is Twins 

by Carol Duerksen and Maynard Knepp. 

 

And read the inspirational story of Daniel Ritchie, 

My Affliction for His Glory. “ Daniel Ritchie was 

born facing a unique kind of adversity: he was born 

without arms. Yet after he surrendered his life to 

Christ as a young man, he learned that only in 

Christ could true worth and purpose be 

found―freeing him from others' comparisons and 

restrictions to live a full life that seemed impossi-

ble.” 

 

Another great month for visiting the library, for a 

new book or for perusing the shelves and finding a 

great book there! 
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Library Notes 
Shirley Hochstedler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help Wanted: Book Reviewer 

 

Do you love to read and love to share what you have read with others? Please consider doing a book 
review of a book from KMC library. There are many to choose from and you can inspire others to 

read. Talk to Shirley Hochstedler or Sandy Gingerich if you are interested. Thank You! 

https://www.amazon.com/Grand-Central-Question-Answering-Worldviews/dp/0830836659/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3MHQXDI3P0TX5&keywords=abdu+murray&qid=1563819903&s=gateway&sprefix=Abdu+Murray%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Grand-Central-Question-Answering-Worldviews/dp/0830836659/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3MHQXDI3P0TX5&keywords=abdu+murray&qid=1563819903&s=gateway&sprefix=Abdu+Murray%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-2


In Pursuit 
 Women’s Intergenerational SS Class 

Dawn Wyse 

Recently, my parents and I were talking about how 

quickly things change from generation to genera-

tion.  Mom remembered sleeping on a blanket in 

the yard when the heat became unbearable inside . 

. . no electricity meant no air-conditioning.  She 

also talked about how happy she was when toilet 

paper came out . . . no more need of magazine 

pages in the outhouse.  Dad talked about how there 

weren’t many paper products to be purchased in a 

grocery store and how he distinctly remembers 

when they first came out with cake mixes and 

wondering if they would sell because everyone 

baked from scratch. We laughed, now very few 

know how to bake a cake from a recipe and there 

are some who don’t know how to bake a cake 

from a mix because they just go and buy a cake 

that is ready to eat.  The normal life of my parents’ 

childhood is a world apart from the normal life of 

their great grandkids.   

 

The same is true of the church. Two and a half 

years ago I attended a Christian conference  they 

spoke about how we are living in the first time 

where there are five generations within the church.  

As much as it’s a joy, it’s also a challenge because 

each generation has lived through a different 

‘normal’ and that can cause more opportunities for 

communication failure. However, the upside is 

because of our different experiences and perspec-

tives we have more opportunities to share with one 

another and to help each other grow. Each genera-

tion (and each person) has something to contribute 

that will benefit everyone else in the church.   

 

I know for myself I am grateful for the people who 

are older than me who have poured into my life 

spiritual truth whether it has been through teach-

ing, encouragement, example, discipline or some 

other way.  But I am also grateful for those young-

er than me that have encouraged my spiritual life 

by their challenging questions, willingness to 

serve faithfully, sharing things that they have 

learned that spurs me on to new ways of seeing 

God and in so many other ways.  

God has blessed us with five generations in the 

church and each generation has been entrusted 

with blessings to pour over the generations of the 

church.  So how do we make the most of these 

blessings?  That has been the question that has 

weighed on me for two and a half years.  Now, I 

need to ask for your forgiveness.  God placed an 

idea on my heart about two years ago.  I made a 

token effort to push the idea along, but ‘reasoned’ 

myself into believing that I didn’t have enough 

time to do it right and I had done my part by pass-

ing the idea along.  Francis Williams, in his poem, 

describes Jesus as ‘the hound of Heaven’. That is a 

fairly accurate description of how God has dealt 

with me over this idea He placed in me.  I cannot 

tell you how often He has pressed it upon me over 

the past two years.  It is a huge case of disobedi-

ence in my life and I am astounded how God has 

continued to pursue me rather than give up on me.  

I am also in awe in the grace He has wrapped me 

in as I have repented.  Once I committed to doing 

His will I physically felt a weight come off of me.  

Praise God!  His forgiveness  . . . so amazing! 

 

Psalm 145:4 “One generation will declare your 

works to the next and will proclaim your 

mighty acts.” God gave me this verse this week.  

It was as if He said, ‘It’s time. Here is the founda-

tion.”   How do we get five generations of women 

to spend time together in a way that they can en-

courage each other to grow closer to God and to 

each other?  After much prayer and some fasting, I 

sat down and talked to Erica Hostetler and Shirley 

Hochstedler. Now let me share with you the plan. 

 

In September and October, we are planning a mul-

ti-generational Women’s Sunday School Class.  

This class is for women, teenagers and up.  We 

really need all generations represented there in 

order to get the most benefit out of the class. It’s 

hard to get to know each other if we aren’t togeth-

er. The goal of this is to encourage each other to 

have deeper relationships with God and with each 

other. It will be 8 weeks of learning, sharing and 

just being with one another.  I believe that is 

something God calls us to do. 

 

(Cont. on page 5) 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 4) 

 

In Francis Chan’s book Letters to the Church he 

states it well. “In speaking of the church, Paul said, 

‘When each part is working properly, it makes the 

body grow so that it builds itself up in love’ (Eph. 

4:16). A church grows to maturity only when each 

part is ‘working.’ If we give up on the goal of having 

all members exercise their spiritual gifts, we are des-

tined for perpetual immaturity.”  God designed us to 

need each other in order to grow to our full God-

given potential.  I believe that each of you has some-

thing I need in order to grow as God intends for me 

to grow.  Just as I believe I have been entrusted with 

something that each of you needs in order for you to 

grow to your full God-given potential.   

 

So, KMC WOMEN (TEEN & UP) we need you to 

sign up for the class. There is a list in the foyer.  You 

can attend even if you don’t sign up.  We need to get 

an idea of how large of a room we will need.  Also, 

encourage other women to come. It’s going to be too 

good to miss.  Look at all the incredible women God 

has placed in this church.  Don’t you want to know 

how God works in their lives?  Let’s come together 

and build each other up! 

 

KMC MEN, I haven’t forgotten you.  You are 

equally important to KMC.  Looking back over the 

years so many of you have greatly influenced my 

spiritual life and I thank you for that. I would fully 

support the men getting all their generations togeth-

er.  It’s important.  However, I have a request.  We 

need some of you to teach Sunday School for the 8 

weeks during September and October so more wom-

en will have the opportunity to attend the multi-

generational women’s class.  If we don’t get some 

men to do this, some of the women will miss out.  

Please, prayerfully consider this.  Honestly, I would 

like more men to be teaching in the primary depart-

ment year-round.  Looking back, I had a lot of male 

Sunday School teachers over the years. Ed V., Fred 

Yoder, my Dad . . . to name a few.  I remember Lar-

ry Pickard as Primary Sunday School Superinten-

dent.  I firmly believe the kids need to see both men 

and women teaching them spiritual truths at church.  

They need role models that are both male and fe-

male.  Thank you for considering teaching.   

 

Please, pray with me for all the generations at KMC.  

May we become stronger together in our relationship 

with God and each other.  May we glorify God in 

ways only God can imagine.  We are created to need 

each other.  May we remember this and continually 

strive to walk with each other in love and obedience 

to God.  Thank you for being my church family. You 

bring many of God’s blessings into my life.  I pray I 

do the same for you.   

 

As always in pursuit…..   

ATTN:  ALL KMC WOMEN (Teens through 120 years old) 

WHAT:  Multi-generational Sunday School class  

WHEN:  Sep 8 through end of October 

WHY:  To help each other grow closer to God and closer to each other 

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:  1) Sign up to help us get an idea of how large a room we 
will need and 2) Encourage other women to come as well. We all need each other. 

QUESTIONS:  Talk to Erica Hostetler, Shirley Hochstedler or Dawn Wyse 
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What’s Happening!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 

Summer brings some relaxing days, busy trips and 

celebrations. It’s fun to hear what some of you have 

been up to! 

 

Dave and LaVerta Butterbaugh had a chance to go 

on a trip for 10 days. They started out by going to 

Wisconsin for the wedding of LaVerta’s nephew. 

There they enjoyed time together with her brother 

and 4 sisters. At her nephew’s wedding they also 

enjoyed a reception catered by her niece who made 

200 pies for everyone! Dave and LaVerta then trav-

eled on to Colorado to visit her son and grandchil-

dren. The lightning in the mountains was spectacu-

lar! Returning home they went through Hesston, 

Kansas to visit LaVerta’s aunt. They thoroughly en-

joyed the places and people that they visited! 

 

Jim and Sandy Gingerich went on a mission trip to 

Mexico in May. They were part of a group of 15 

from Oklahoma that traveled to Zaragoza, Mexico to 

spend a week at Ranch Dos Countries, a ministry 

started by the Martinez family in 2001. The family, 

along with many volunteers, have ministered to hun-

dreds of locals as they work to provide both physical 

and spiritual needs to the people there.  Sandy was 

part of a group of women that taught the Hispanic 

women how to run sewing machines, choose fabric 

and patterns to sew up simple items of clothing for 

themselves and their children. They also taught them 

how to quilt and the comforters they made could be 

used by them or could be sold. Although there was a 

language barrier, working on these projects together 

created sweet fellowship and a bond between the 

ladies. They ended up completing 18 comforters and 

15 items of clothing that were sent home with the 

ladies of Zaragoza. Meanwhile, the men were busy 

working at the ranch doing various repairs on light 

fixtures, water pumps, lawn mowers etc.  Supply 

runs were sometimes needed to the nearest Home 

Depot which was 1½ hours away but was made bear-

able by several stops for ice cream! Ask Jim or 

Sandy for more details about their trip and how you 

could help the ministry in Zaragoza! 

 

Did you know that before Melanie Leichty went to 

Dordt College in Iowa and met and eventually mar-

ried Michael, she lived in Canada? Perhaps that’s 

why the Leichty family has a summer tradition of 

getting together with Melanie’s family from Canada 

and going tent camping! 

Usually they get together 

in Ontario, but this sum-

mer they met at Silver 

Lake Sand Dunes in 

Michigan. Mel said the 

Sand Dunes were amazing 

and were definitely the 

highlight! They also en-

joyed their tradition of 

singing together around the campfire. 

 

County Fair time is a crazy busy but fun and incredi-

bly rewarding time for those involved in 4-H. The 

McDowell family took part in the Washington Coun-

ty Fair where Brett did a 

presentation on his Chi-

nese Water Dragon and a 

woodworking project. 

He put a lot of time and 

effort into building a rab-

bit hutch (with the help 

of his Grandpa Schnei-

der) as Brett plans to 

show rabbits next year. 

He received a purple rib-

bon for his efforts! Erica 

showed her goats and 

received several blue 

ribbons. Erica and Alys-

sa both showed their 

horses where they 

racked up a couple of 

blues, a couple of reserve 

champions and a grand 

champion! Hanna even 

got to show a horse in the 

alumni class! 
 

Calvin and Judy Yoder 

celebrated in a big way 

with their family at the 4th of July parade in 

Sigourney this year.  
(Cont. on page 7) 
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(What’s Happening cont. from page 6) 

 

What were they celebrating? Judy’s parents, Al 

and Lucy Wagler, celebrated being married for 65 

years. Wagler Motors has been in business for 60 

years. Judy’s dad had an opportunity to buy a 

Ford dealership in Marcus, IA in 1959. Judy re-

members living in Marcus for a bit when she was 

young. In 1965 the 

dealership in 

Sigourney became 

available so Judy’s 

dad bought it and 

they came back to 

their roots in 

Sigourney. The 1st 

new Ford car sold 

by Wagler Motors 

in Dec. of 1959 was 

driven in the parade 

in Sigourney. The man who originally bought it 

in 1959 in Marcus, drove it to Sigourney in 1968 

to trade it for a new truck. Judy’s dad, Al, hung 

on to that car since then! In 1991, Judy’s brother, 

Mike Wagler, took over the Wagler Motors busi-

ness. Mike is married to Rachel, who is a sister to 

John and Ez Schrock. I love hearing of all those 

connections! 

 

Elmer and Marlene Yoder are great grandparents! 

Their granddaughter, Mackenzie, and her hus-

band, Joey Shumake, gave birth July 13th (which 

happens to be Elmer’s birthday) to twin boys 

Samuel Joseph and Sawyer Anthony! They are 

doing well and Elmer and Marlene get to hold 

and cuddle them often as they live just 2 blocks 

away from them! 

 

It sounds like the men from KMC that went on a 

fishing trip to Lac Seul  near Ear Falls, Canada 

had a great time! Those that went were Doug 

Slaubaugh, Jack Seward, Larry Pickard, Josh 

Lundberg, Curt Wyse, John Schrock, Dean 

Schrock, Jim Gingerich, Lynn Hostetler, Cal 

Hochstedler, Ted Redding and Joe 

Swartzentruber. I hear Jack is quite the culinari-

an, John had some stories to tell, Dean had some 

pranks to pull, traveling in Jim’s motor home is 

like going down the road in your living room and 

Larry shared some light hearted stories and some 

devotions from the Word of God that challenged 

the men to be Godly leaders to their wives, chil-

dren, church and community.  They spent a lot of 

time fishing on 

the lake, having 

shore lunches, 

sharing stories 

and laughs and 

getting to know 

each other on a 

deeper level than 

just seeing and 

saying ‘Hi” to 

each other on a 

Sunday morning. 

Every day Joe 

kept track of how 

many fish they 

caught. They 

caught a total of 

389 fish, but it was said that a real fisherman 

would say they caught 400! 

 

What is summer without some time at camp? The 

kids that worked at learning their verses for Bible 

Memory throughout the year had a blast in July at 

Bible Memory Camp at Crooked Creek. Attend-

ing from KMC were Taryn, Shannon & Justin 

Leichty, Rachel Lehman, Luke, Liam Lawson, & 

Anika Schrock, 

Ella & Beckett 

Slaubaugh, and 

Lilly & Ruby 

Miller. Michelle 

Lehman was 

there on staff, 

Cody Schiller-

strom was a 

counselor for the week, Josh Lundberg did some 

speaking there and Michael and Cara Leichty 

came in the evenings to help with music. Ask 

them what their favorite things about camp were! 

 

Enjoy your summer days. And if you are like us 

and don’t go on vacations, try to at least take a 

day trip once in a while, or just go out for ice 

cream or take in a beautiful sunset to renew your 

mind!   
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Whenever you have a happy home 
With trust and security 

Smiling faces and warmth in the winter 
Where loving hearts and busy hands are speeding every minute 

Where everyone is quite content with one thing or another 
And each gift from God is shared 

There lies within that home a wise and loving Mom and Dad  
Who has fulfilled it 

 
Eunice Madrene Miller Yoder 

July 13, 2019  
 



Congratulations! 
 

These people have reached a milestone,  
50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life. 

Don’t forget to send a card!  
The addresses are in your church directory. 

 
Happy Anniversary! 
August 1 ~ Elmer & Marlene Yoder ~ 58 years 
August 12 ~ Cal & Shirley Hochstedler ~ 53 years 
 
Happy Birthday! 
August 8 ~ Ada Fisher 
August 15 ~ Gertie Chupp 
August 22 ~ Mary Jane Miller 
August 24 ~ Shirley Zillmer 
August 27 ~ Doris Redding 

Kalona Mennonite Church 

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

319-656-2736 

 

Editor: Shirley 

Hochstedler 

Design & Layout: Janice 

Hostetler 

Articles for the Mustard 

Seed may be submitted to 

Shirley Hochstedler at 

shirleyh@kctc.net or 

placed in Shirley’s 

church mailbox.  

Celebrating 90 Years 
(Lois Swartzendruber is Pastor Scott’s mother and a member of KMC) 

Submitted by Donna Swartzendruber 
 
Lois Swartzendruber’s children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren gathered June 28-July 1, 2019, at the 
family farm, home of Dick and Donna Swartzendruber.   They traveled from Florida, Virginia, Indiana, Mich-
igan and Kansas to celebrate her 90th year.  All 50 in attendance enjoyed various activities including hay 
rides, outdoor pizza, an Amish meal, talent show, fireworks, slip ‘n slide for all ages, playing and fishing at 
the pond, as well as a Sunday morning worship service in the barn.  Many wonderful memories were made 
and each one felt blessed to have shared this time together.  The family is very thankful to have a Godly 
mother and grandmother who has encouraged and prayed for them throughout their lives.  


