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Special points of interest 

 May we like John listen 
to the voice of God 
calling us to be ambas-
sadors for Christ in our 
daily lives.  

 People are blessed so 
that they can bless.  

 For the fans of Guide-
post series, check out 
the eight books in the 
Tearoom Mysteries; 
entertaining reads for 
long evenings. 

 We all just want to say: 
THANK YOU SO 
MUCH! 

 It’s hard to believe that 
school has resumed and 
harvest is right around 
the corner.  

The Gospel of Jesus  

Will Not Be Stopped 
Pastor Scott Swartzendruber 

 

In the Gospel of Mark, we see two things that are important for us to hear 

as we face the many challenges of life in the real world.  The first chapter 

of Mark begins with a prophetic word from the Isaiah 40:3: “I will send 

my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way, a voice of one 

calling in the desert, prepare the way for the Lord, and make straight 

paths for him.”   After this prophetic word, we then see a response from 

John the Baptist in Mark 1:4: “And so John came, baptizing in the desert 

region and preaching repentance and baptism for the forgiveness of sins.”    

 

In these words, we come to realize that John was incredibly faithful and 

courageous in responding to God’s call on his life to prepare the way for 

Jesus.  He knew there would be challenges, and yet this did not stop John 

the Baptist from listening to the voice of God and doing the important 

work of preparing people for what was about to take place in the coming 

of Jesus Christ, the true Savior of the world.  To me, the ministry of John 

is a reminder to all of us not to shy away from being faithful followers 

and messengers for Jesus in an ever increasingly secular culture.  May we 

like John listen to the voice of God calling us to be ambassadors for 

Christ in our daily lives.  

 

Secondly, in the book of Mark, we get to see that in the face of many ob-

stacles, the Good News of Jesus keeps moving on.  It is not stopped by 

Satan, Herod, religious leaders, demons, persecution, weather, sickness, 

etc.  The reconciling message of Jesus moves on with great love, grace, 

and power even when the powers that be try to stop it.  May this be an 

important reminder to all of us as we confront our own unique set of chal-

lenges.  The Gospel will not be stopped.  The Holy Spirit will empower us 

to carry on with much boldness and faithfulness as we bump up against 

what looks like impossible obstacles to overcome.  As we launch into a 

new church year, may we do so with the willingness to be partners in the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ as John the Baptist was.  Like John, may we be 

willing to serve with great faith and courage no matter what may come.  

The Good News of Jesus will not be stopped.  It keeps moving on in ways 

that continue to surprise and humble us.   
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Blessings to Bless 
Dawn Wyse 

“May the Lord bless you and protect you;  may the 
Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you;  may the Lord look with favor on you and give 
you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26  is a prayer of blessing 
I remember hearing often in church over the years.  It 
is a prayer of blessing that God commanded Aaron 
and his sons, as priests, to say over the Israelites.  He 
said it was so His name would be pronounced over 
the Israelites and He would bless them. 
 
I Peter 2:9 tells us that Christians “are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of 
the one who called you out of darkness into his mar-
velous light.” If we are part of the royal priesthood, 
as Aaron and his sons were, should we be speaking 
words of blessing over people so that God’s name 
will be pronounced over them and He will bless 
them?   
 
To be truthful, I cannot fully grasp what this means.  
Blessings and pronouncements aren’t concepts we 
consider or talk about much in our society, but may-
be we should be.  It is a topic that is part of God’s 
story quite early in Genesis.  In chapter 12, God calls 
Abram and a fairly big chunk of that calling talks 
about blessing.  Abram will be blessed by God.  
Abram will be a blessing.  People will bless Abram.  
God will bless those people.  All the peoples of the 
world will be blessed through Abram.  That is a lot of 
blessing going on.   
 
It appears to me that when God blesses someone, He 
never intends for it to stop there.  People are blessed 
so that they can bless.  It sounds easy enough but 
how do we live it out?  It is a question I am working 
on to find an answer.  I want to share with you what 
I’ve discovered so far.  What I have found so far isn’t 
an answer, but it is food for thought. 
 
It should be no surprise to you, if you know me at all, 
that I am a ‘Bible geek’. I started my search on bless-
ings by looking at some prayers, particularly the 
prayers of Paul in his letters and the prayers of Jesus.  
This is because I was interested in what blessings 
they had asked God to bestow on the people for 
whom they were praying.  It has proven to be fasci-
nating and I’ve only just scratched the surface. 

Here are just a few of the blessings they asked God to 
give to the people:  Grow in every way, a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation, make them worthy of God’s 
calling, boldness, confidence, peace, enriched in all 
speech and knowledge, eyes to see, strengthened with 
all power, participation in the faith may become ef-
fective and the list goes on and on. My study will 
definitely continue. 
 
This study had made me become intentional in pray-
ing for God’s blessings over people.  It also has given 
me insight into new things to pray for people.  Paul 
and Jesus weren’t asking for small things.  They were 
asking for things that would be life changers.  It has 
been eye-opening to me that when I pray blessings 
over people, God grows and strengthens in me a love 
for those people, a love for them I didn’t know that I 
could have.  Because of this God given love it be-
comes easier for me to physically and emotionally 
reach out to bless them. It isn’t something I can ex-
plain, and it is definitely an outcome I didn’t expect, 
but I treasure it.  Prayers of blessings can develop 
into physical and emotional blessings because of God 
at work.  It can’t be explained to our human minds, 
but God’s way of doing things exceed what our hu-
man brains can grasp.  Praise God! He is so amazing. 
 
I encourage all of you, the priesthood of believers, to 
speak and pray blessings over those around you, as 
Aaron and his sons were commanded to do.  I believe 
the outcome of doing this will glorify God as well as 
empower our faith in Him.  God is so good.  May His 
blessings wash over you like rain from the heavens 
bringing forth fruitfulness.   
 
As always, in pursuit…… 
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Library Notes 
Shirley Hochstedler 

As always, there are new things to discover in the 
KMC library. This month is no exception!  
 
Heather Avis tells her moving story of infertility and 
adoption in the book, “The Lucky Few”. She and her 
husband Josh have adopted three children, two with 
Down Syndrome, and one biracial. They would have 
it no other way, and are convinced they would never 
have had so much joy and such a deep relationship 
with the Lord without these blessings and hardships. 
She has written another book, “Move Over and Make 
Some Room” which challenges us all to, well, move 
over and make room for those different than us, and 
expand our own lives. Be sure to read them both. 
 
“Taking Back My Life” by Rebekah Gregory is subti-
tled ‘My Story of Faith, Determination, and Surviving 
the Boston Marathon Bombing’. She lost her leg in 
the bombing and this is her very personal story.   
 
“Everything is Possible” by Jen Bricker who was 
‘born without legs and raised by a loving adoptive 
family whose motto was "never say can't," She has 
spent her life proving that nothing is impossible with 
God---including roller skating, aerial artistry, and 
power tumbling!’  Do not miss these inspirational 
books! 
 

Two more books to take note of are “One Dress, One 
Year: One Girl's Stand against Human Trafficking” 
by Bethany Winz, who took a stand, even though she 
was only 16; and “Defying Jihad: The Dramatic True 
Story of a Woman Who Volunteered to Kill Infidels-
and Then Faced Death for Becoming One” by Esther 
Ahmad. Brave stands by brave women who lived 
their lives ‘out loud’.   
 
For the fans of Guidepost series, check out the eight 
books in the Tearoom Mysteries; entertaining reads 
for long evenings. 
 
“The Lemonade War” is a new addition to our Sha-
lom Readers Shelf, and “Guess Who’s Coming, Jesse 
Bear” has been added to the children’s collection. 
 
Stop in, browse, check out a book or two or three, and 
enjoy what our library has to offer! 
 
Remember, DVD’s are due in one week and books 
are due in three weeks. Please be sure to leave the 
card with your name and date you have checked it out 
in the basket on the library table. Check your shelves 
for any books that might have been forgotten to be 
returned!  Thanks for your help in this.   
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life. 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 
 

Happy Birthday! 
John Wallerich ~ September 1 
Mary Ellen Miller ~ September 13 
David Butterbaugh ~ September 21 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
John & Julie Gingerich ~ September 11 ~ 54 years 



KMC Youth Group Serve in PA 

Erica Hostetler, MYF Sponsor 
 

July 29-August 2 I had the privilege of travelling to 
Lebanon, PA with the youth group to serve with 
EMM’s (Eastern Mennonite Missions) K-Teams. 
Josh Lundberg, Leon and Robin Schrock, London 
Schrock, Luke Schrock, Kaysen Dempsey, Daymen 
Hunter, Katelyn Lehman, Cara Leichty, Madelyn 
Bender and Erica McDowell made up the group of us 
who went. 
We stayed at 
a camp/retreat 
owned by 
Youth for 
Christ, and 3 
EMM staffers 
led us for the 
week. 
 
Every morn-
ing we started 
with breakfast, worship and devotions together, be-
fore travelling into the heart of Lebanon to a small 
park. Every day of the week, throughout the summer, 
a children’s day camp is held at this park. Games and 
activities are offered, as well as a sack lunch provided 
to the kids, and from what I understood, each group 
who came in over the summer also led some sort of 
story time or lesson time. The EMM ladies led the 
first two days of lesson time, and then our group took 
over, with each of the youth briefly sharing about a 
fruit of the 
Spirit. Of 
course, 
talking 
about the 
fruit of the 
Spirit 
meant we 
also sang 
the song 
from Bible 
School, 
along with other songs Robin taught us.  
 
After each day at the park was finished, our schedule 
varied a bit more. Monday and Wednesday afternoon 
we headed back to the camp for a teaching session led 
by someone from EMM. Tuesday afternoon we trav-
elled to Lancaster city, where we had the chance to 
experience the gospel with all our senses. Thursday 
afternoon we visited the church of Michael Clancy, a 
full-time missionary pastor in Lebanon. He led us 
around the city, shared stories, and guided our times 
of prayer as we walked. Friday afternoon we got to 

hear again from Michael, before we left to come 
home.  
 
Our evenings also included multiple activities and 
experiences. Monday was a fun night, with ultimate 
spoons (ask the youth if you don’t know what this 
game is) and a campfire. Tuesday evening involved a 
meal of various kinds of ethnic food, along with the 
story of a man who came to the US as a refugee. 
Wednesday night we were back at the camp, and we 
spent time praying blessings over each other. It was a 
sweet time, especially for the ladies, as we prayed 
and cried and grew closer to each other. Thursday 
night was another fun night, 
hosted at the house of a 
bishop for the area, swim-
ming and cooking over a 
campfire. Friday night saw 
us back in the van headed 
west towards Cedar Point 
amusement park and then 
home.  
 
For me, it was a wonderful 
time to get to know the 
youth better, and to see 
them jump into building relationships with the kids 
who came each day to the park. I know it pushed 
them out of their comfort zones at times, but each of 
them rose to the occasion and found ways to love the 
children well. It was also special for me to see a deep-
er connection built between Kalona Mennonite and 
EMM, since I have 
spent so much time 
over the years with 
EMM in various capaci-
ties.  
 
When I asked some of 
the girls what they 
wanted me to say to the 
church, the overriding 
thought was to make sure that each of you know how 
grateful we all are for the support you have given us, 
that made this trip possible. You all prayed, and gave 
financially and in ways that we don’t even know. We 
all just want to say: THANK YOU SO MUCH! 
 
Editors Note: Check out a focus podcast  about our 
MYF’s trip from August 24th entitled “900 Miles” at 
http://emm.org/podcasts. There is also an article on 
EMM’s website about the trip.  

4 



I always admired all the fun things that Mike and 
Emily Ferguson find to do together. Recently how-
ever, Mike changed things up and did a guy’s out-
ing with a long- time friend of his, Paul Baumert. 
They made a trip to Saint 
Joseph, MO to attend a 
Kansas City Chiefs prac-
tice game. Paul’s son is 
the Assistant Operations 
Director for the Chiefs so 
that was their connection. 
Both Paul and his son 
have had stints working 
with the Iowa Hawkeye 
football team in different 
capacities over the years, but this trip involved 
friends spending time together and taking in some 
action of the NFL! Mike said they had heard about 
a breakfast cereal called “Mahomes Magic 
Crunch”. It is a cereal endorsed by Kansas City 
Chiefs QB, Patrick Mahomes. Mike and Paul 
heard it was to only be available in stores in the 
Midwest states but they heard it was sold out in 
stores in the Kansas City area. Knowing this, Mike 
and Paul went a bit out of their way to go to a store 
in Centerville, Iowa to buy up some boxes of it 
with hopes of getting it autographed at the game! 
They ended up having a great time together catch-
ing up and taking in the football game! 
 
Some of you may have heard that Abbie Dewild 
(daughter of Jodi, and granddaughter of John and 
Julie Gingerich) got married this summer to Dylan 
and is now Abbie Delgado. Congratulations to 
them! But wait! There is another story within this 
story that Julie Gingerich shared with me that in-
volves the legacy of friendship, kindness, love and 
family all from KMC people. I loved hearing how 
this story intertwined past and present and I know 
you will love to hear it as well! So here it is as told 
by Julie…  
 
“Our granddaughter, Abbie, was engaged to be 
married to Dylan Delgado and she asked me if she 
could wear my wedding dress that I wore when I 
got married. She said she always wanted to wear 
it. It seems she had tried it on when she was 10 
years old! WOW! I thought of all the beautiful 
wedding dresses that are out there today and she 
wanted to wear the one I wore when I was mar-
ried!  I was so pleased!  This dress has a special 
place in my heart as my best friend, Lora Shetler, 
made it for me! 
 

“When I was a senior at IMS, I stayed with Marlan 
and Lora Shetler in Kalona.  I was so happy to be 
with this special family with three little girls.  Cin-
dy was a third grader that year, Carla (now Mrs. 
Doug Slaubaugh of KMC) was a first grader and 
Carol was three years old!  Lora and Marlan treat-
ed me like I was one of their own. I truly felt like 
one of their daughters.  They were so good to me.   
 
“A couple of years later when I became engaged to 
Johnny, Lora said ‘I want to make your wedding 
dress as a gift to you and 
Johnny’.  She was an excel-
lent seamstress and I was 
delighted! We went shop-
ping and she took two dif-
ferent patterns and put them 
together to make the perfect 
dress.  It was a floor-length 
gown of lace over satin, 
designed with long tapered 
sleeves and a small train.  
She made the satin sleeves 
covered in lace with satin 
covered buttons. She cov-
ered each button by hand.  She did an excellent 
job!   Now, almost 54 years later, Abbie wanted to 
wear this dress! Lora and I never would have 
guessed this possibility. 
 
“Abbie made a couple of 
revisions.  She had the sat-
in removed out of the 
sleeves and cut the back 
down a little. She was a 
beautiful bride! Dylan did 
not get to see the dress 
until she walked down the 
aisle with her Papa and it 
was a very special mo-
ment!”  ~ Julie Gingerich 
 
The Iowa State Fair means the summer is winding 
down. Joel and I made our annual day trip there. 
The McDowell’s were there with their horses earli-
er in the week. Did any other KMC’ers have any 
entries at the State Fair? On the day that Joel and I 
were there, we counted 14 fellow KMC people 
there! Some of those people included the Clint and 
Carson Miller families, as they were there to take 
part in their dad’s farm being recognized as a Cen-
tury farm this year!    

(Cont. on page 6) 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 



Ladies, It’s not too late to join the Multi-generational  

Women’s Sunday School Class 

 

We want you there.  It won’t be the same without you. 

 

8 weeks 

September 8th thru October 27th 

 

5 generations of women (teen & up) 

Growing in relationship with God and each other 

 

“One generation will declare your works to the next 
and will proclaim your mighty acts.” Psalm 145:4 

Kalona Mennonite Church 

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

319-656-2736 

 

Editor: Shirley 

Hochstedler 

Design & Layout: Janice 

Hostetler 

Articles for the Mustard 

Seed may be submitted to 

Shirley Hochstedler at 

shirleyh@kctc.net or 

placed in Shirley’s 

church mailbox.  

(What’s Happening, cont. from page 5) 
 
Each year Joel and I try and take in something we 
haven’t seen before at the fair. This year we viewed 
the exquisitely decorat-
ed cakes in the Elwell 
Family Food Center and 
the amazing wood carv-
ings in the Fine Arts 
Center. My favorite 
wood carving was a 
hummingbird perched 
on an orchid. Joel pol-
ished off a hot beef sundae, rainbow poutine with 
fresh cut fries, a lemon shake-up, a pork chop on a 

stick, candied pecans, a bottle of water or two, another 
hot beef sundae and of course 
a couple of free hard-boiled 
eggs from the Ag building! 
 

It’s hard to believe that school 
has resumed and harvest is 
right around the corner. Here’s 
to hoping you all have a great 
upcoming season! 


