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 All believers have a 
key role.   

 I urge you, take time to 
ask God what you need 
in your walk with Him.   

A Church of Gifted Believers 
 

Pastor Scott Swartzendruber 
 

 
Over the last couple of decades, I have noticed that the church in America 
has become more professionally led and independent.  Research substanti-
ates this as well.  There is a growing movement within the church to “go 
it alone” and to “be led by one”.  In this model of church life, the spiritual 
nourishment is given by the hands of a few professionals.  Thus the ma-
jority of people within the congregation take on a spectator role.   
 
In the New Testament, we see that preachers have an important place 
within the life of the church community; however, all believers have a 
key role.  The church of Jesus Christ does not belong to a pastor.  The 
church is to be understood as the possession of the Lord Jesus Christ who 
said in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church and the powers of death 
and hell shall not prevail against it.”  According to I Peter 2:5, we as be-
lievers and preachers are “living stones” and should take responsibility for 
building up the church.  Preachers and members of the church are all to 
share mutually in edifying one other in Christ.  All believers have been 
given the divine gift of love, and therefore we must all take responsibility 
for building up the church by being the voice, hands, and feet of Jesus.  
The church is not to be made of only a select few who do it all.  As we 
read in Romans 15:14 and I Cor. 14:26 and 31, “each one” is to use his or 
her gifts in order to be an encouragement to others.  Each one is to be full 
of goodness and filled with all knowledge in order to instruct one another.   
 
Yes, we need preachers, but we stifle building up the church if we fail to 
encourage and utilize a priesthood of believers that can effectively “teach 
and admonish one another,” Col 3:16.  In the months to come, may we 
recognize the gifts of the Spirit in each other and accept and appreciate 
the nurturing that comes from the hands of many, not just the hands of a 
few.  May we also never forget that we are always stronger when we are 
all working together in mutual love.  The church needs to be more than a 
“preacherhood”; it also needs to be a priesthood of believers who are will-
ing and gifted to be partners and participants in sharing and living out the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

There is a tiredness that has saturated my body dur-

ing the past week that has underlined a yearning 

that has been developing in me recently for a time 

of reflection and communion with God.  It is a bit 

difficult to explain, but there are times when I feel 

as if God is tapping me on my shoulder saying that 

He’s preparing something for me and that I need to 

rest, reflect on Him and get ready because it is 

coming.  Right now it seems like one of those 

times. 

 

In the last month, I have been really frustrated with 

my Bible reading.  I was spending time in my Bible 

and, even though I was getting something out of it, 

it wasn’t hitting the notes that I have become ac-

customed to expecting.  This was one of the things 

that led me to see that it was time to step back and 

refocus again. Plus, I was finding myself at times 

so overwhelmed with my ‘to do’ list that I was 

freezing and losing time by not being able to do 

anything at all.  It’s a crazy thing, one that I hope 

you never experience.  Next as I prayed about these 

things (and a few others) I sensed God urging me 

to set a time to step back, rest and just listen for 

Him.  So I’ve picked a time and I am eager to see 

what comes of it. 

 

It’s interesting that once I selected the time for re-

flection and communion with God, His Word 

opened back up for me. It has been exciting to see 

new things in the Word.  As a bonus, this happened 

as I was preparing to share about reading God’s 

Word with a group.  Talk about perfect timing!  It 

is such a blessing to be reminded just how perfect 

God’s timing is. Even this is a reminder for things 

to come. 

 

I say this because the scripture God has been show-

ing me talks of personal calling, growth and com-

munity and how they are intertwined.  Ephesians is 

written to the faithful servants in Christ Jesus at 

Ephesus.  This has me wondering.  Were all the 

people in the church at Ephesus faithful servants of 

Christ Jesus?  Was this letter written specifically 

for the entire church or just the faithful servant por-

tion?  I doubt there is a definitive way to know the 

answer to these questions, but they have made me 

take a fresh look at Ephesians. 

 

Ephesian 4:1 urges the ‘faithful servants of Christ 

Jesus at Ephesus’ to live worthy of the calling they 

have received.  Faithful servants of Christ Jesus 

have a calling that they have received. . . past 

tense.  We already have a calling and we need to 

live our lives in a way that is worthy of this calling.  

Verses 2-4 continue to talk about how this calling 

is led by God (Spirit, Lord, Father) and intertwined 

with the body (the Church).  It’s a complicated pic-

ture that I believe only God truly understands. 

 

But I would say that verses 15-16 give us good di-

rections.  We are to grow in every way in Christ.  

Through Christ, the body (the church), can be per-

fectly fit together in a way that promotes growth in 

every single part of the body causing every part to 

work in its full ability to fulfill the calling God has 

placed on their lives.  But we need every single 

part of the body striving to live worthy of the call-

ing God has given them. If I’m not living worthy to 

my calling then I am stunting the growth of the 

body (the church).  And that is true of all of us.  

Thank God for His grace and how He continually 

is there beside us coaching, protecting and encour-

aging so that we don’t give up, but continue grow-

ing.  It’s a beautiful picture. 

 

A couple of days ago as I was weeding my garden, 

I came across a monarch caterpillar eating its way 

through my butterfly plant.  Not three feet away I 

saw a chrysalis hang on my rose bush.  It strikes 

me that both were growing into their calling. The 

monarch caterpillar was making sure he was being 

nourished so he would get to the next part of his 

calling.  The monarch chrysalis was resting and 

waiting for God to act and change him so that he 

would be ready for the next step of his calling.  If 

the monarch caterpillar didn’t eat, he would die.  If 

the monarch chrysalis didn’t wait, he wouldn’t 

have the wings to fly.  We can learn from the mon-

arch. 

 

(Cont. on page 3) 
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life. 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Ed D. Miller ~ October 10 

Lynn Brenneman ~ October 11 

Fern Bachmann ~ October 16 

 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
Sheldon & Miriam Nisly ~ October 6 ~ 51 years 

Lloyd & Joyce Bender ~ October 12th ~ 51 years 

Gene & Edna Miller ~ October 17th  ~ 65 years 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 2) 

 

There are times in our lives when we need to make sure 

we are being fed so we can grow.  There are other times 

when we need to rest, reflect and commune with God so 

He can change us.  And there are times when God calls 

us to act in order to glorify Him and to aid others in 

growing in their calling. God knows the perfect timing 

for all of these things. We only need to listen for Him 

and not try to make our own timetables.  Levi Lusko has 

said, “If the things we are doing for God aren’t fueled by 

our time with God, we will eventually begin to think we 

are God.” It’s a sobering statement. 

 

I urge you, take time to ask God what you need in your 

walk with Him.  Then do it.  If yoTu listen well and live 

your life worthy to your God-given calling, your life will  

 

 

 

 

 

be as beautiful and inspirational as a monarch butterfly 

emerging from a chrysalis.  May God’s blessings wash 

over you as you pursue your calling.  God has great 

plans for you.  

 

As always, in pursuit….. 



WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 

Some of you have heard Larry Pickard declare that he 

doesn’t drink coffee because he’s a Christian. Well, ap-

parently he lost his salvation in Canada when Lilly Mil-

ler got him with one of her many practical pranks. When 

he got up from the table, she took his open diet Pepsi can 

and replaced it with a diet Pepsi can that she had ready 

and waiting for the perfect opportunity… filled with 

coffee.  When Larry came back to the table and took a 

swig of his “Pepsi”, he couldn’t hide his reaction! Ap-

parently, Lilly is turning out to be quite the practical 

prank puller, and Larry is one of her favorite targets! 

Ask Larry about some other pranks that he has had 

pulled on him lately! As always, he is a great sport about 

it! 

 

Recently, Dennis Chittick was honored for 30 years of 

working at Gingerich Well and Pump Service. I found 

that hard to believe as he can’t be very old! Well, turns 

out, Dennis started working for Emery Gingerich when 

he was 19 years old! Dennis is sandwiched in age be-

tween Klint and Corwin Gingerich who run the business 

now. So Dennis has been working there as long as those 

boys! Dennis started working with Klint on a drill rig, 

then did service work going on calls, digging up leads, 

trenching water lines, handling out of water service calls 

and the like.  With the time he has put in and years of 

experience, he now handles work on larger municipali-

ties, irrigation, estimating jobs, dealing with customers 

and troubleshooting, and more of the paperwork that 

goes along with heading up some of the service side of 

things. Dennis says that he has seen the business grow a 

lot since he has started there and they do large city jobs 

he never dreamed they could handle when he first start-

ed.  They also cover a much larger service area. He says 

that the pros of working there are that the people he 

works for are fair and flexible, and he enjoys getting 

outside…except of course on some of our Iowa winter 

days! When you talk to Dennis, congratulate him on his 

commitment to his job and the years he has put in! 

 

Troy Slaubaugh went out of his comfort zone recently. 

He boarded a plane and flew out of the country and went 

to Argentina for a 4 day dove hunting expedition! He 

said it was unreal and there were lots of birds! Talk to 

Troy to find out more details about his adventure! 

 

Enjoy the change in seasons and Happy Fall, Y’all! 
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To listen to the KMC worship services live 
from your phone: 
 

1. Dial 656-2663 
 
2. When it asks for your participant code followed by the 

# key, dial  277467# 
 
3. When it asks for your name followed by the # key, say 

your name and push the # key. 

 Kalona Mennonite Church 

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

319-656-2736 
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