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Special points of interest 

 May we as followers of 

Jesus Christ read God’s 

Word, hide God’s Word 

within us, meditate on 

God’s Word and keep 

God’s Word. 

 As you may have noticed 

this past month, the mis-

sions bulletin board looks a 

bit different than it has in 

the past.  

 KMC better buckle its seat-

belts because it’s going to 

be a ride you don’t want to 

miss!  

 As you may have noticed 

this past month, the mis-

sions bulletin board looks a 

bit different than it has in 

the past.  

Community Bible Experience: 

Reading the Prophets 
Josh Lundberg 

 

In Psalm 119:11 David says, “Your word have I hid in my heart so that I 

might not sin against you.” The word ‘hid’ means ‘to keep’. God’s Word 

is heard, God’s Word is received and God’s Word is kept.  

 

In Psalm 1 it describes the one who is ‘blessed’ or ‘happy’, as one “whose 

delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and 

night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields 

its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither - whatever they do pros-

pers.” 

 

I’m excited for the upcoming community Bible reading experience as we 

read through the prophets together. The purpose and design of this experi-

ence is for all of us to read the Bible together and together to process and 

discuss that which we’ve read. The Bibles that will be provided will be 

stripped of all formatting, chapters and verses. They’ve been realigned in 

chronological order to follow along more easily.  

 

The reading plan that will be provided will be for about 30 minutes a day 

for 5 days a week. Some daily readings will be longer or shorter due to the 

end of a book or natural break in the writing. 

 

There are five tips given for the reading: 

1. Read what you can: Don’t get discouraged or give up if you fall be-

hind. Read at your pace and read what you can. You may want to con-

sider an audio version. 

2. Read every day: Plan on a time to spend 30 minutes each day. If 

you fail to commit to a time each day, it will be much more difficult to 

stay with the reading. Make time and make the commitment.  

3. Be fully present: Try to avoid distractions while reading and don’t 

read just to read. Devote your full attention to the text and mark what 

stands out to you.  

4. Read the book intros: Each book of the bible includes a br ief in-

troduction or “invitation” to each book. This will be worth your time 

in understanding and comprehending what is read.  

 

(Cont. on page2) 
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Each week a memory verse is included for each participant in the Bible Reading Challenge. You 
(and your school age children) are encouraged to memorize this verse, as well as help your pre-
schooler learn the shortened version.   
 
Week 1 
Titus 3:5a: “He saved us. It wasn’t because of the good things we had done. It was because of 
his mercy.” 
 
Preschool: "He saved us." 
 
Week 2 
Isaiah 40:8: “‘The grass dries up. The flowers fall to the ground. But what our God says will 
stand forever.’” 
 
Preschool: "What our God says will stand forever." 
 
Week 3 
Isaiah 66:22a: “‘I will make new heavens and a new earth. And they will last forever,’ announc-
es the LORD.” 
 
Preschool: "I will make new heavens." 
 
Week 4 
1 Corinthians 1:8: “God will also keep you strong in faith to the very end. Then you will be 
without blame on the day our Lord Jesus Christ returns.” 
 
Preschool: "God will also keep you strong." 

Weekly Memory Verses for Bible Challenge 
For Month of February 

(Community Bible Experience: Reading the Prophets cont. from page 1) 

 

5. Don’t worry about the parts you don’t understand: The goal is to read and catch the story. 

Often times we can catch the story and miss some details that we don’t understand. Consider mark-

ing those sections to go back and study later. Read the story, catch the big picture.  

 

I believe this will be a beneficial time for those who commit to joining in the journey of the community 

Bible experience. Please consider making the commitment to join in and to pray throughout the reading 

that God would use His Word in your life and in the lives of those who have chosen to participate. May 

we as followers of Jesus Christ read God’s Word, hide God’s Word within us, meditate on God’s Word 

and keep God’s Word. 
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Remembering Christmas 
 Sunday, December 22, 2019 
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Shalom Readers Club 
 
Shalom Readers is a program that children ages 4 through 8th grade can participate in. Throughout the year chil-
dren will read 7 books and respond to two of them. The books must come from the Shalom Readers list. The 
books reflect core Christian values of peace and justice that come from an anabaptist Mennonite perspective. 
Themes of the carefully selected books include: religious, spiritual, social, cultural and environmental topics 
from around the world and throughout history. They allow children the opportunity to consider what being a 
faithful disciple of the risen Christ looks like in today's world. If your child is interested in being in Shalom 
Readers this year, email Hanna at thmcdowell5@gmail.com. 

mailto:thmcdowell5@gmail.com


WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 

So are any of you able to write the year “2020” on 
your checks instead of “2019”? It is still taking me 
some getting used to! I trust you all enjoyed the 
holidays and are looking forward to the new things 
happening this coming year. 
 
To recap some December events, the Sr. high youth 

group was willing to 
get snow and mud on 
their faces for one of 
Joel’s infamous hay-
rack rides. However, 
food, hot chocolate and 
around the world ping 
pong in the shop 
warmed them right up! 
Also in December, we 
took in KMC’s annual 
Christmas Eve service 
where some of the 
highlights were the spe-

cial music, Annika 
Schrock reciting from 
memory the Christmas 
Story found in Luke chap-
ter 2, and Steven Jimenez 
speaking and bringing to 
us the plan of salvation 
from John 3:16. 
 
The Ropp family did 
something different this 
year over Christmas. They 

spent it on a boat! Phil and Joyce, Nate and Stacy 
and their boys, and Stacy’s brother Nick and his 
family enjoyed their family Christmas time spent 
together on a Disney Cruise! They left from Florida 
and went to the Bahamas on a 5 day, 4 night excur-
sion. Phil and Joyce had been on a cruise before but 
it was a first for all the rest and it was a definite hit! 
They went to a nondenominational Christmas ser-
vice on the boat Christmas morning where they did 
responsive readings of the Christmas story and sang 
correlating Christmas songs. They were dressed in t
-shirts and shorts for the service as later that day 
they enjoyed activities on Disney’s private Island 
such as snorkeling! After enjoying various different 
activities throughout the day, all 11 of them met up 
to enjoy the evening meal together each night. Live 
shows and musicals in the evening were also a 
highlight. Ask the Miller boys how it was to go or-
der any kind of food whenever they were hungry as 

the food was all inclusive on this cruise! After Sta-
cy’s challenging year with an injury, I’m sure she 
welcomed a relaxing time where someone else 
fixed 
Christmas 
dinner!  
 
I’m pretty 
sure Kyle 
Miller 
made most 
other men 
look bad 
when it 
came to the 
Christmas 
gift he got his wife this year. Quinlan opened a box 
to find plane tickets for herself and her mom, Diane 
Schrock, to go to Florida for a 5 day get away to 
relax and soak up some sun in January. Kyle ar-
ranged everything including their hotel, rental car, 
and he even lined up all of the necessary babysit-
ting for their two girls here in Iowa while Quinlan 
was gone! Quinlan said she usually does most of 
the Christmas shopping for her family, but it now 
makes sense as to why Kyle told her that he had 
Diane’s gift covered yet never explained to her 
what it was! 
 
Many of you know that Doug and Carla Slaubaugh 
had Clint and Nicki and their 4 kids living with 
them while Clint and Nicki’s house was undergoing 
a major remodel. Well, the house is coming along 
and is done enough that they were able to move 
back into it recently, once again leaving Doug and 
Carla empty nesters. Doug and Carla are enjoying a 
little more alone time these days and are maybe 
even going to revisit their dating days again.  
 
(Cont. on page 5) 
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What’s Happening, cont. from page 4) 
 
Many of us have been attending the January 
Wednesday night meals at KMC. It has been a nice 
way to get together with our church family. The 
time of fellowship and listening to some fellow 

KMC’ers share about some topics in which they 
have some expertise in or are passionate about has 
been so interesting thus far! Thanks to those will-
ing to share! Carolyn Weiss has made the hot 
meals possible by asking others to help and even 
doing a lot of the work herself. Thanks to those 
who were willing to help her. She is amazing and I 
doubt we all realize the amount of work she puts in 
to make it happen! 

 
 
Being a part of a church family is such a blessing. I 
know some of you have already felt the love and 
support this year when you have experienced a 
death in the family or have had an illness or injury 

yourself or other hardships. Supporting one another 
with prayer, cards, food or finding other ways to 
help out is such an encouragement and I hope we 
will all lift each other up in 2020! 

Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life 
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Happy Birthday ~  
Marge Hershberger ~ February 24 
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

My excitement in reading God’s Word through 
the books of the prophets as a community is tem-
pered by my fear that some will miss out on the 
treasures God has for them in these books be-
cause they either see the prophet books as too 
difficult or as no longer relevant. This breaks my 
heart because when I am having trouble seeing 
God, the books of the prophets are one of my 
first places to turn.   
 
As much as I love God, there are times when I 
doubt.  I am ashamed to admit it but it is very 
true. Someone suggested that, as Christians, we 
need to find scriptures that are our safe ha-
vens.  These are places we can go when we are 
shaken or filled with doubt. They are scriptures 
that steady us, hold us up, comfort us, etc. For 
me, Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1-3 are some of my reg-
ular safe haven scriptures.  In these chapters I 
can see a picture of the intimate relationships 
God has with His people. They show me how 
God makes things right when we willingly fall 
before Him. They show me how He continually 
picks us up. They show me how when God’s 
people keep their eyes on Him, they choose to do 
the difficult things God asks of them because 
they have total faith that God desires what is best 
for all of us.  What a wonderful thing! The books 
of the prophets are a precious gift that gives us a 
beautiful picture of God’s love. 
 
With each reading of the books of the prophets I 
get a clearer picture of both the prophets them-
selves as well as God.  Each reading brings de-
tails to my attention that I had never noticed be-
fore: 

In Jonah, I see how God lovingly used Jo-
nah’s disobedience to bring the other 
men on the boat to make commitments 
to Him. 

Amos is a shepherd from Judah called by 
God to prophesy to Israel and Israel ban-
ishes him from their country. 

Isaiah was married to a prophetess.  Can you 
imagine how their children felt about 
this?  

Speaking of children, what do you think Ho-
sea’s kids thought about their names? 

Zephaniah may have been the great, great 
grandson of King Hezekiah. 

Habakkuk questioned God and didn’t agree 
with how God executed judgment, but in 
the end he chose to praise God no matter 

what happened and even put this into 
song! 

 
The prophets were people who had intimate rela-
tionships with God.  God wanted these relation-
ships recorded in His word for a reason. I want 
an intimate relationship with God, so I want to 
learn from the prophets who had intimate rela-
tionships with God. It has been a blessing for me 
to have the books of the prophets.  Thanks be to 
God for giving them to us! 
 
The other big thing I see in the books of the 
prophets is God’s unswerving commitment to 
bringing people into right relationship with 
Him.  God does everything possible to get people 
to turn from disobedience so they can have per-
fect relationship with Him as He intended for 
them to have from the very beginning.  God 
loves people, but disobedience cannot be a part 
of our relationship with Him. God is holy and 
cannot allow sin. The beauty of it is that God 
will help us out of our position of disobedience 
into a position of obedience if we only allow 
Him to do so.  God wanted to use the prophets to 
get the people’s attention so they would see that 
He was extending His hand out to help them into 
an obedient, intimate and perfect relationship 
with Him. They only needed to grab it, and some 
did! As we read, we get to see them do it.  God 
loves . . . so intensely . . . so deeply . . . we are 
unable to fully understand it. Incredibly, we can 
experience it! This blows my mind and over-
flows my heart. I want it to do the same for every 
one of you! 
 
Now, I do have a disclaimer.  There are parts of 
the books of the prophets that I struggle to get 
through, but I have found something that helps 
me to deal with my frustrations in these times.  A 
number of years ago I was studying the Holy 
Spirit and I decided to read the entire Bible look-
ing for scripture on the Holy Spirit. During that 
reading I gave myself permission to skim over 
the parts that didn’t seem to fit my goal.  It 
opened up God’s Word for me in a way that I 
can hardly describe. The scripture I focused on 
seemed to come alive for me, changing me in 
new ways. I would encourage you to consider 
this way of reading, particularly if you have al-
ready ‘decided’ the books of the prophets are 
boring and have little value.   
(Cont. on page 7) 
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As you may have noticed this past month, the 
missions bulletin board looks a bit different than 
it has in the past. Each month, I will be changing 
the map and the information, to focus on a dif-
ferent region of the world, as a way for us as a 

congregation 
to pray and be 
informed 
about how 
God is at 
work in that 
particular re-
gion. Each 
month I also 
will give the 

children’s church kids a chance to hear more 
about what it is like to be a child in that region 
of the world. In addition to looking at what God 
is doing around the world, I will also be featur-
ing a local ministry each month, so that we can 
know what is going on in our community and 
how we might participate.  
 
My goal: To give each one of us the chance to 
look beyond our church walls, to see and praise 
God for how He is at work, and to give each of 
us the opportunity to participate in the spread of 
the Gospel, locally and globally.   

January featured Southern Africa, a region our 
very own Karlee Lehman is serving in this year. 
There is much 
hope of God at 
work, and yet 
deep needs exist. 
One of the most 
alarming stats I 
came across as I 
was doing re-
search on these 
countries was the 
life expectancy: this region sees life expectancy 

around 60-
65 years of 
age, com-
pared to the 
US, where 
we have a 
life expec-
tancy of 81 
years.  
 
 
 

(Cont. on page 8) 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 6) 
 
However, there are a couple guidelines I would recom-
mend. First, before you start reading, ask the Holy Spirit 
to open God’s Word to you. It’s probably the only book 
you have the opportunity to read with the author by your 
side. Second, if you are skimming the entire scripture of 
the books of the prophets every single day you may need 
to ask God to examine your heart.  I would be surprised 
if you didn’t find one single thing in the eight weeks of 
reading that caught your eye. God is an amazing writer 
with a wide variety of topics. I can tell you that when 
Curt and I read the same scripture we rarely pull the 
same details out of it. It makes for some interesting dis-
cussions.   

 
 
Please know that there is a prayer team for this commu-
nity reading experience, and I am praying as well.  A 
foundation of prayer is always a good start. I hope you 
will be reading along. Good things happen when the 
power of God’s Word is taken in and talked about among 
His people.  God’s word is powerful. It’s going to be fun 
to see what happens. KMC better buckle its seatbelts 
because it’s going to be a ride you don’t want to miss! 
God has great plans for us that are beyond our imagina-
tion (Ephesians 3:20).  I can hardly wait!  
 
As always, in pursuit….. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

God at Work! 
Erica Hostetler 

Service & Outreach Chair 
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(God at Work, cont. from page 7) 
 
Many reasons exist for this disparity, but the epidemic of 
AIDS, the decades of civil war, and corrupt governments 
tying up resources are contributing factors. For more in-
formation like this, including ways to pray for specific 
countries, operationworld.org and joshuaproject.net are 
great online resources, and we will be adding the book I 
am using for my stats, Operation World, to the library. 
To read more about what Karlee is up in Zambia this 
year, check out her team’s blog: rstories2.wordpress.com. 
 
For February our focus shifts to the Caribbean, and spe-
cifically for the Mustard Seed, Troy and Vilna Miller, in 
Haiti.  
 
The cultures on the various islands that make up the Car-
ibbean reflect the cultures of the European countries who 
colonized the islands, as well as the cultures of the slaves 
and indentured servants they brought with them. Some 
other points of interest and prayer come from Operation 
World: “The Caribbean has the highest murder rate of 
any region in the world” (pg. 49), and with the large scale 
movement of people with the turning of the century, “the 
Caribbean routinely suffers a huge loss of its most gifted 
and well educated (including Christian leaders), with 
negative social and economic consequences”. (pg. 50) 
 
Troy was kind enough to answer some questions for me, 
to share with you all about his life and work in Haiti, 
with Water for Life. Twelve years ago, in September of 
2007, Troy moved to Haiti. His main job is drilling water 
wells out in the communities. He said, “We can most 
times drill a well in a day’s time from 70 feet to 180 feet 
deep, then another crew will come and cement a pad and 
put in the pump stand, after the cement has dried for  

 
 
three days a crew will come and install the hand pump. 
People from up to 1 mile away will come to get the wa-
ter. So the more wells we put in the less they would need 
to walk.” 
 
In response to my question about ways we as a congrega-
tion can be praying for him, he mentioned the unrest 
around the country, with the protests making it hard and 
dangerous for the trucks and workers to travel, making 
that a primary point of prayer for us. He also asked that 
we pray for them to stay focused and aware of God’s 
will.  
 
I asked Troy for a story of God at work, either in the Hai-
tian people he interacts with, or in his own life, and he 
said, “The things that are most rewarding are always see-
ing God at work.  Each day when we are out drilling, we 
always see God’s plan played out. We run into many dif-
ficult formations and you soon realize that there’s no way 
you can finish the well, and then you listen and let God 
use you to make it work out. Also in the everyday hap-
penings, you see God’s hands at work in driving and all 
the things we take for granted.” 
 
Please be praying for Troy and Vilna, and the entire Wa-
ter for Life team as they seek to provide the people of 
Haiti with clean water. Take this month to learn more 
about Haiti, and the rest of the Caribbean nations fea-
tured on the bulletin board, and maybe God will spark a 
desire to be more directly involved in how He is working 
in this region of the world. I am always available to pro-
vide more information and to facilitate connections.  


