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I recently read the following quote by William Martin: “Do not ask 
your children to strive for extraordinary lives. Such striving may seem 
admirable, but it is the way of foolishness. Help them instead to find 
the wonder and the marvel of an ordinary life. Show them the joy of 
tasting tomatoes, apples and pears. Show them how to cry when pets 
and people die. Show them the infinite pleasure in the touch of a hand, 
and make the ordinary come alive for them. The extraordinary will take 
care of itself.” 

Our culture disrespects the ordinary. If it’s not special, superior, 
showy, or shocking, then it isn’t noticed. If, perchance, it is noticed, it 
certainly doesn’t matter.  

This mindset has crept into the church. We don’t want to be ordinary; 
we want to be sensational. We want to be noticed, to stand out, and to 
be part of that which is amazing. But what does God want for our 
lives?  

Does God want us to exert ourselves for a flash of fame? Do we waste 
our potential in being satisfied with an ordinary life, albeit a faithful 
one? Maybe. But what if the extraordinary truly is found in the ordi-
nary? 

Sometimes we compare ourselves with men and women who have 
done amazing things and were used in extraordinary ways by God. In 
the shadow of such tremendous accomplishment, our own lives seem 
very ordinary and very small, almost insignificant. But what happens 
when our focus is narrowed to individual events within that life? 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Over 600,000 people, have 

been evacuated by rescue 

teams and are staying in 

temporary shelters through-

out the state.  

 Our culture disrespects the 

ordinary.  

 There is no getting away 

from hard patches in this life 

but there is always a way to 

be in God’s presence . 



(The Extraordinary That Looks Ordinary, cont. from 
page 1) 
 
David’s life was painfully ordinary. He was a shepherd, 
one of the lowest positions in that society. How many 
miracles did David perform? Zero. The showdown 
against Goliath happened while he was busy running an 
errand, delivering his brothers’ lunch. One event was 
extraordinary, but it happened in the middle of the ordi-
nary daily grind. What made David’s life noteworthy 
had nothing to do with David and everything to do with 
God. Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed 
[David] in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of 
the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. 
And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah (1 Samuel 
16:13, ESV). 
 
Here we see what is extraordinary about David: God in 
him. The moment that Samuel anointed David with oil, 
“the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that 
day forward.” If there’s anything exceptional about Da-
vid’s life, it’s God at work in him.  
 
We see this theme consistently through the Bible. 
 
Why did Pharaoh appoint Joseph, a foreigner and for-
mer slave/criminal, as his Number Two official over all 
of Egypt? “And Pharaoh said to his servants, ‘Can we 
find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of 
God’” (Genesis 41:38)? 
 
How did timid Gideon lead a mighty military rout alt-
hough massively outnumbered? “But the Spirit of the 
LORD clothed Gideon” (Judges 6:34). 
 
Any and all success in Samson’s life story is defined by 
this phrase: “And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon 
him” (Judges 14:19). 
 
What transformed the disciples from cowardly followers 
into courageous martyrs? Jesus commanded them to go 
to the upper room and wait for the promised Holy Spirit. 
Basically, He said, “Don’t do anything till you get the 
Spirit!” They obeyed and met in the room, waiting for 
the “power from on high” (Luke 24:49). 
 
For much of David’s life, he did the daily grind. Even 
after he was anointed by the prophet Samuel to be the 
next king, he went back to keeping the sheep. He wasn’t 
immediate royalty. No, he waited for ten more years—a 
decade of suffering and preparation to be the man after 
God’s own heart. Ten years of obscurity and monotony, 
camping solo on the hillside, watching the sheep. Rather 
than sulk over such obscure outcome, David was a faith-
ful steward, caring for his flock to the best of his ability. 
 

During that season of preparation, David learned to de-
pend on God in fighting against lions and bears as he 
honed his skill with a slingshot. He spent hours compos-
ing songs of praise to God. Little did David know that 
one day he would take down a giant with that same, 
simple weapon or write much of the book of Psalms. He 
just plodded faithfully along where God had placed him. 
 
Hosea was a prophet who served God faithfully 
throughout his entire life, yet Scripture doesn’t record 
any extraordinary moment in his life. Or does it? 
 
Is it possible the extraordinary life is found simply by 
being faithful to God in all circumstances, in all places? 
By loving God and my neighbor no matter who that 
neighbor happens to be? By displaying God’s love no 
matter where I am or who is around me? By living faith-
fully for Him whether or not He chooses to use me in 
“extraordinary” ways? 
 
It’s okay to be ordinary.  
 
There is such release in this truth. We don’t have to feel 
badly because we don’t look special, or have a unique 
talent or an exciting job or a dramatic story. God is 
pleased when we live faithful, ordinary, regular, obscure 
lives—that may, in fact, be His plan for us!—but may 
we be steadfast and faithful in that ordinary life. 
 

 “WHEREVER GOD HAS PLACED YOU, 
LIVE THAT ORDINARY LIFE FAITHFULLY FOR 

GOD.” 
 
Here’s what ordinary life may look like: the monoto-
nous, daily grind of diapers, cooking, cleaning, laundry, 
bills, and a job you may or may not like. Whether or not 
your service and sacrifice are acknowledged or appreci-
ated by others, God sees your faithfulness. He knows, 
and He’s keeping track. Your responsibility is to be 
faithful and to persevere. 
 
Wherever God has placed you, live your life faithfully 
for God, albeit ordinary or not. In doing so, God will use 
you in extraordinary ways. The extraordinary is found in 
the one willing to love the person perceived as an un-
lovable co-worker; in the one willing to forgive that 
which others deem as unforgivable; in the one willing to 
be patient with the one others say is exasperating; in the 
one willing to give when others do not notice or to be 
generous when others determine it is undeserved.  
 
When we display the beauty of God’s character through 
our attitudes, motives, words, actions and thoughts, it is 
extraordinary, even if it is displayed in a life seen as 
ordinary. 
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Opportunity to Help in India 
Curt Wyse 

Many of us have 
heard or seen the 
news of severe 
flooding in India 
and wondered what 
we can do.  One of 
the very hard-hit 
areas is the home 
of PC Alexander 
(Alex).  Alex has 
visited Kalona 
Mennonite on sev-
eral occasions, and 
both Jeff Miller and Erica Hostetler spent signifi-
cant time serving in India with him.  What follows 
are excerpts from a letter he sent last week. 
 
Loving greetings in the Precious name of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  I wish to bring your kind 
attention to the painful situation the state of Kerala 
is going through.  
  
The state has been going through a very long spell 
of heavy rains for the last several months, causing 
the worst ever floods in the history of the state.  All 
the rivers are flooded, and a number of important 
towns and cities are submerged under wa-
ter.  Thousands of people have been stuck on the 
second floors of their houses for several days with-
out water, food or medical supplies.  Electricity, 
phones and all forms of communications are cut 
off.   A rough estimate is that over 10,000 kilome-
ters of major roads are destroyed, bridges have 

collapsed, and all modes of transportation have 
come to a standstill in all the affected areas.   
 Over 600,000 people, have been evacuated by res-
cue teams and are staying in temporary shelters 
throughout the state.  Old and young, rich and poor 

and people of all 
religions are now 
homeless, helpless 
and at the mercy of 
those who help 
them.  Loss of prop-
erty, valuables, 
crops and business-
es are beyond as-
sessment.  
 
I have in my heart 
to get involved as 

much as possible in the second and third phases of 
helping people to return to normal life.  
 
 The first phase, that is the "Rescue Phase”, is be-
ing done by the Indian navy and by several agen-
cies who are capable of handling this crisis.   
 
The second phase, the “Relief Phase" that has to be 
done for the 600,000 (six hundred thousand) plus 
displaced people who are in relief camps through-
out the state.  There is a great and urgent need for 
food supplies, child care materi-
als, medicine, stationary, clothes and so on to 
help.  My desire is to be a blessing to at least 10 
relief camps very close to the county where we 
live.  
  
Once the second stage is over, would like to help as 
much possible with the third phase, 
the Rehabilitation Process.   
 
At this point, I plead with you in the name of our 
Lord to prayerfully consider what you could do to 
be a blessing to the many who are in relief camps. I 
request you to prayerfully consider this very genu-
ine, urgent opportunity to bring smiles on the face 
of the victims of the dreaded flood of the century.   
 
If you would like to assist Alex and PTL India in 
being the hands and feet of Jesus and bringing 
Christ to an otherwise very dark place, please con-
sider a gift to Kingdom Life Network (put PTL In-
dia Flood Relief in the memo line) and mail the 
check to PTL India Partners, 595 Old Hershey 
Road, Elizabethtown, PA  17022 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V. & Carol Miller 

Well it’s been quite a month with vacations, bike 
rides, and all the other summer activities.  Now for 
some news about KMCers. 

 
RAGBRAI. What an 
interesting day when 
20,000+ bike riders 
& support personnel 
migrated through 
Wellman & Kalona 
on Highway 22!  
The KMC sweet 
corn booth did quite 
well here in Kalona, 

thanks to the many KMCers that helped with the pro-
ject.  A total of +1400 ears of corn were sold.  After 
expenses there was $3000 that was donated to support 

three local concerns:  the 
Summer Lunch Program, Op-
eration Backpack, and the 
Kalona Food Pantry.  Also of 
note was that the corn was 
sold by donation only and it 
averaged out at about $2.20/
ear!  We certainly made some 
memories here in Kalona on 
July 27, 2018! 

 
 
Karlee Lehman will be going to Phoenix, AZ to serve 
a 9 month term with REACH.  There she will work 
with the ministry “Aim Right.”  Keep her in your 
prayers as she answers the call to serve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beckett Slaubaugh was fishing 
in Canada and caught a 28” 
Walleye on 4# test line.  This 
was the largest fish caught dur-
ing the annual vacation and 
fishing trip to Canada by the 
Doug Slaubaugh Family.  
Wow, good job Beckett! 
 
Dolores Miller spent a July 
weekend at “Z” Camp.  This 
summer Tom and Sharla 
(Miller) Zasadny 
hosted their family 
to a fun-filled week-
end near Walker, 
Iowa.  They made 
“matching T-shirts” 
for all 4 generations 
that attended.  The 
only bad thing from 
all of this is that 
Dolores missed all 
the RAGBRAI bike 
riders that passed 
right by her house!! 
 
Julie Gingerich recently got in touch with one of her 
old Manson, Iowa classmates.  Come to find out the 
classmate’s house had been flooded with the storms 
that hit the Des Moines area in early July.  So John & 
Julie and a MDS representative went to Urbandale, 
Iowa and assessed the situation.  Sure enough, an 
MDS project was created and a number of workers 
from the Kalona Area responded.  Those helping from 
KMC were John & Julie Gingerich, Grant Egli, Ted 
Redding, Cole Roth, Jim & Cameron Gingerich.   This 
lady was Grant Egli’s classmate as well.  Good job 
everyone! 
 
(Cont. on page 5) 
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(What’s Happening, cont. from page 4) 
 
Kennedy Roth 
won a number 
of ribbons & 
trophies at the 
Johnson Coun-
ty Fair with her 
pony.  Way to 
go Kennedy! 
 
Cole Roth 
went on the 
IMS Class trip to Washington, D.C.  While he was 
there he visited the Holocaust Museum.  And sure 
enough, on the “Wall of Rescuers,” was Cole’s great 
grandfathers name “Johannes van der Werf.”  Johannes 
risked his life to save Jewish lives & Dutch lives dur-
ing the Nazi occupation of Holland in the 1940’s.  Jo-
hannes was the father of Julie Gingerich. 
 
Sheldon & Miriam Nisly recently celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary with their family.  There were 
21 people who spent a weekend together at Lost Creek 
Lodge in Brashear, Missouri.  There were lots of water 
activities and lots of good family time.  Congratula-
tions! 

 
KMC recently received three new members into the 
congregation.  They are Warren & Esther Gingerich 
and Judy A. Yoder. The Gingerich’s attended KMC 
about 50 years ago, however they then moved to the 
Holbrook area and so attended West Union Mennonite 
Church. Now having moved back to Kalona, they have 
rejoined us here at KMC.  And yes, we now have three 
Judy Yoder’s in our church!  Welcome to all three new 
members, we are glad to have you! 
 
Chance Beachy recently spent time in Akron, Pennsyl-
vania at Mennonite Central Committee headquarters 
where he was completing orientation for the SALT 
(Serving And Learning Together) Program.  On 
Wednesday, August 22nd he was to fly from PA to Ger-
many, then to South Africa and finally to Zimbabwe, 
where Chance will work for one year for a non-profit 
organization that operates an Orphanage and a Chicken 
Farm.  Please keep Chance and his parents (Merle & 
Marlinda) in your prayers as he begins this new chap-
ter in his life. 
 
OK, that’s it for this time.  Enjoy the last days of sum-
mer and have a good September. 
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Anniversary: 

John & Julie Gingerich ~ September 11~ 53 years 

 

Birthday: 

John Wallerich ~ September 1 

Mary Ellen Miller ~ September 13 



In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

Life is hard.  I have come to the conclusion that this is 
a truth that I must accept. In the last few years I have 
become more aware of difficult things people are 
walking through and no one seems exempt. We all 
have some uphill battles in our lives.  Some are short 
term and some last a while.  It’s a world full of people 
with a world full of problems ranging from broken 
bones to mental disabilities, financial shortages to re-
lationship struggles, anxiety to loneliness, depression 
to homelessness, water leaks to missing children, in-
fertility to aging struggles, wanting-to-grow-up-faster 
struggles to flat tires, too much work to not enough 
energy, anger issues to cancer, stubbing a toe and the 
list goes on and on.  Life is hard. 
 
 If I can accept this as truth then I can let go of the 
emotions of ‘why am I getting the short end of the 
stick?’ and move on to the learning of how to deal 
with the hard parts of life in the way God intends.  
This has led me to wonder what makes the difference 
in dealing with the hard successfully or unsuccessful-
ly.  The answer is vitally important to me once I ac-
cept that my life will have hard parts.  There is no way 
around it.  
 
Even when you look at the men and women in the Bi-
ble you can see the hard things they had to walk 
through.  Ruth lost her husband and left the country 
she knew.  David had King Saul trying to kill him. 
Mary and Joseph had to run to Egypt.  Jeremiah was 
thrown into a well.  Peter was thrown into jail.  I don’t 
even want to list what Job went through. There are 
many more. However, I want to focus on Elijah  in 1 
Kings 19. 
 
In verse 2, Jezebel threatens to end Elijah’s life by the 
end of the next day and we are told that Elijah was 
afraid and immediately ran for his life.  Talk about life 
being hard!  So, Elijah went into the wilderness, sat 
under a broom tree and prayed that he might die. 
(verse 4) (I must admit that I find it a bit funny, in a 
way, that Elijah asks God to let him die because he is 
afraid of dying. I realize there is more to the story, but 
still . . .) Then in verses 5-7 Elijah sleeps and God has 
his angel provide Elijah with food and drink.  This 
must have been some high energy food and drink be-
cause it sustained Elijah enough that he could walk 
forty days and nights to Mt. Horeb. (verse 8) I cannot 
tell you how many times when things aren’t going 
well that I have wished for my very own broom tree.  I 
have yearned for a place to run to where I could rest 
and be nourished.  The desire for a solitude of being 
refreshed often pulls at me so this passage has been a 

touchstone for me, but now I am realizing that I 
missed a much greater treasure waiting to be revealed 
to me.  It’s in the following verses.  Can you find it?  
 
1 Kings 19:9-14 (CSB) 
 
9He entered a cave there and spent the night. Sudden-
ly, the word of the Lord came to him, and he said to 
him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He replied, 
“I have been very zealous for the Lord God of Ar-
mies, but the Israelites have abandoned your covenant, 
torn down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword. I alone am left, and they are looking for me 
to take my life.” 11 Then he said, “Go out and stand on 
the mountain in the Lord’s presence.” At that mo-
ment, the Lord passed by. A great and mighty wind 
was tearing at the mountains and was shattering cliffs 
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. 
After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord 
was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake 
there was a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And 
after the fire there was a voice, a soft whisper. 13 When 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Sud-
denly, a voice came to him and said, “What are you 
doing here, Elijah?” 14 “I have been very zealous for 
the Lord God of Armies,” he replied, “but the Israel-
ites have abandoned your covenant, torn down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone 
am left, and they’re looking for me to take my life.” 
 
This is one of those times when I am glad I was read-
ing this scripture in a different version, because I 
caught something new because of the way the verse 
11 was worded. It is a new treasure God has placed in 
my heart and I believe it is going to be used by God to 
make a difference in me. 
 
When I read ‘God tells Elijah to go out and stand on 
the mountain in the Lord’s presence’, my first thought 
was: Isn’t Elijah already talking with God, so isn’t he 
already in God’s presence?  But obviously, if God told 
Elijah to go stand in the Lord’s presence, then Elijah 
wasn’t in the Lord’s presence because God is always 
right. I decided to read more carefully.  Then I noticed 
that during the wind, earthquake and fire Elijah stays 
in the cave.  Doesn’t sound very obedient to God, but 
I totally get it. The weather is scary.  
 

(Cont. on page 7) 

 

 

  6 



(In Pursuit, cont. from page 6) 
 
When I read ‘God tells Elijah to go out and stand 
on the mountain in the Lord’s presence’, my first 
thought was: Isn’t Elijah already talking with 
God, so isn’t he already in God’s presence?  But 
obviously, if God told Elijah to go stand in the 
Lord’s presence, then Elijah wasn’t in the Lord’s 
presence because God is always right. I decided 
to read more carefully.  Then I noticed that during 
the wind, earthquake and fire Elijah stays in the 
cave.  Doesn’t sound very obedient to God, but I 
totally get it. The weather is scary. Then comes a 
soft whisper.  Here’s the next interesting point.  
Elijah wraps his face in his mantle, much like 
Moses covered his face before God at the burning 
bush, then Elijah leaves the cave and stands at the 
entrance.  (On a side thought, is this the mantle 
that parted the water and was passed down to Eli-
sha?  Just imagine . . .) So now, Elijah is fully 
aware of the presence of God and how unworthy 
he is to be there.  He shows his reverence for God 
by covering his face. 
 
So let’s recap.  Elijah’s life is threatened.  Elijah 
runs.  Elijah asks to die.  Elijah sleeps.  Elijah is 
fed by an angel.  Elijah walks 40 days and nights.  
Elijah is questioned by God.  Elijah answers.  
God tells Elijah to go into His presence.  Elijah 
covers his face and is now in God’s presence.  
Now what?  God asks Elijah the exact same ques-
tion and Elijah answers in the exact same words, 
but I believe there is a life changing difference.   
 
Elijah is now seeking God.  Before he was run-
ning from the hard stuff in his life and that was 
his only focus even while speaking to God.  Now 
he is seeing God as the great I AM, the Almighty 
God.  He has covered his face before God.  He is 
ready for God’s leading and God lays out what he 
wants Elijah to do.  God doesn’t take the hard out 
of Elijah’s life.  Jezebel still wants Elijah dead, 
but Elijah now is filled with the hope that comes 
through living in reverence to God.  Yes, Elijah’s 
life is hard, but God is so much more than any 
hard that could come into his life.  So now Elijah 
is able to step out and do the things God is calling 
him to do. 

 
There are a couple of things that really impacted 
me.  One, Elijah answered God with the exact 
same words both times God asked him, ‘What are 
you doing here?’  But God’s response to Elijah’s 
words differed because Elijah’s posture before 
Him differed.  This makes me see that I need be 
more conscious of how I approach God in prayer.  
Am I actively aware of who God is and that I am 
unable to grasp just how vast He is?  Two, when 
my life is hard, I need to step back make a deci-
sion to run towards God’s presence and His direc-
tion because He knows best, and I shouldn’t run 
myself ragged trying to get away from the hard in 
my life. There is no getting away from hard 
patches in this life but there is always a way to be 
in God’s presence and to have His hope radiate 
over us and give us the strength to do as He asks.   
 

If I can apply these things to my life, who knows 
what the results will be. Maybe as I seek God’s 
presence during the hard times He will place 
something in my life I can pass down to someone 
else who could serve God in many amazing ways 
as Elisha did? Then maybe they could pass some-
thing down to someone else and may God’s 
blessings overflow as all the people learn to seek 
His presence during the hard times of life. It 
could change many hearts.  God’s hope covering 
all the hard parts of life.  Wouldn’t that be amaz-
ing?!  
 
As always, in pursuit…. 
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Verses for Word Search Puzzle 

 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 

many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 

perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 

and complete, not lacking anything. 

James 1:2-4 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjuuqG3yv7cAhVPVK0KHYH2AB4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fvinepair.com%2Fbuy-this-booze%2Fearly-fall-7-red-white-sparkling-wines%2F&psig=AOvVaw30B6GTdyz4U4f5e8DHR88

