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Most of us engage in the social ritual of wishing people a Happy New Year.  We 

do this as a way to wish one another good things in 2020, and inwardly, we also 

are hoping that the new year will bring good things to us as well.  As we share in 

this practice, in reality we know that a new year will bring a mixture of experi-

ences, some happy and some not so happy.   

 

Where do we get the inner strength and the resources to face the unhappy times 

that will come in 2020?  Where do we get the resources to cope with all of life’s 

uncertainties that we might face in the months to come?  In the book of Isaiah, 

the prophet of God shows us that strength and courage to face the future comes 

from having a vision of hope.  Isaiah says a day will come when soldiers will 

beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks, and natu-

ral enemies like the lion and lamb will live in peace with each other.  This vision 

gave the people of God in Isaiah’s time the strength to move into the future 

knowing that better days were coming.  They could look forward with confi-

dence in God’s power to bring about a world that was filled with peace, not 

struggle and fighting.  

 

In the New Testament, we see that Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s vision in that he came 

and made the peaceable kingdom of God a present reality.  Jesus said, the king-

dom of God is within you.  In other words, Jesus has given us the resources to 

face both the happy and the unhappy realities of a new year.  In Jesus, we have 

been given the inner confidence to face the ups and downs of a new year with the 

promise that God will redeem all that we will go through.  Along with this, God 

will also work through us to extend Jesus’ peaceable kingdom to others.   

 

We can face a new year knowing that Jesus will be present with us in all that we 

will face in 2020.  Therefore, may we go forth with great confidence knowing 

that Jesus dwells in us and he works through us to bring his saving grace and 

peace into the lives of others.  Since we know that Jesus brought his peaceable 

kingdom to dwell within us, we can truly have a happy new year.  Each day with 

Jesus is a good day and a good year.  

 

Finally, I want to say thank you for your many prayers and faithfulness in fol-

lowing Jesus in 2019.  I look forward to what God has in store for us in the com-

ing year.  May we continue to be known for our deep desire to live in faithful-

ness to Jesus and to his church in 2020.  
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Congratulations! 
 

These people have reached  
a milestone,  

50 or more years of marriage, 
or 80 or more years of life. 

 
Don’t forget to send a card!  
The addresses are in your  

church directory. 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
January 3 ~ Marlin & June  
Miller ~ 50 years 
 

Happy Birthday! 
January 17 ~ Gladys Gnagey 
January 19 ~ Gene Miller 
January 25 ~ Ida Yoder 
 


