
Mustard Seed 

Kalona Mennonite Church 

Inside this issue 

What’s Happening ...................... 2 

God at Work ............................... 3 

In Pursuit .................................... 4 

Congratulations ........................... 5 

Weekly Memory Verses.............. 6 

Special points of interest 

 The prophets had a deep 
sense of call from God, 
but they were quick to say 
that they could not do the 
job God was calling them 
to do.   

 The whole of Asia is 
complex, diverse, and 
home to the birthplace of 
all the major world reli-
gions. 

 God will show us every-
thing we need to know if 
we listen.  

Learning from the Prophets 
Pastor Scott Swartzendruber 

 

As I have been reading through the prophets, I am learning several things.  
To be a true prophet of God, you must be someone who really did not want 
the job as a prophet.  The prophets had a deep sense of call from God, but 
they were quick to say that they could not do the job God was calling them to 
do.  However, God assured them that he would give them the words to speak 
and the courage to deliver a godly message to people who did not want to 
hear it.  It was not a great and exciting ministry to be a part of – giving a 
message to a group of people who did not like what they were hearing.  Due 
to this, there were no great reviews and no one was singing their praises for 
delivering awesome and wonderful sermons.  Being a prophet of God was 
truly one of the most humbling things one could do in life.   
 
Secondly, I have learned from the prophets that we struggle to be open to 
doing the challenging work of self-reflection and confession.  As we read 
about church history, it is not surprising that the church went through long 
periods of time when it did not want to hear from the prophets.  In other 
words, the church did not want to hear about its sins such as its cover-ups of 
sexual misconduct, focusing on greed, keeping the word of God from being 
available for all to read and study, holding all leadership roles for only the 
few and elite, etc.  The prophets challenge us to do some profound self-
reflection on how we are living, acting, and believing.  They make us con-
front our own sins and the evils that we do to others and to ourselves.  They 
make us take into consideration the consequences of our actions, and they 
hold before us the need of confession and repentance.  
 
Thirdly, as I read through the prophets, I am finding that the real heart of the 
prophet is to lead people onto roads that produce good things rather than evil 
things.  Their whole mission was one of warning people and directing them 
to paths of righteousness.  Those paths of righteousness bring joy, fairness, 
peace, forgiveness, kindness, gentleness, and most of all love for Jesus and 
love for neighbor.   
 
Finally, a constant theme throughout the prophets is that resurrection follows 
crucifixion.  In other words, there is always hope for the hopeless, for-
giveness for the evil doers, and light where there has been darkness.  God 
does not forsake his people even in times of unfaithfulness.  He constantly 
holds out grace for a new start and gives strength to help us commit to godly 
ways of living within the here and now and in the future as well.  These are 
just a few of the things that I have learned from prophets.  It would be most 
interesting to hear what you are learning from the prophets.  They speak to 
all of us on some very profound levels.  We can be most grateful for “Word 
of the Lord that came through the prophets of God.” 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 

It’s always interesting talking to Dawn and Ez 

Schrock to get updates on what their girls are up 

to. Most recently, I found out that Megan moved 

to Tucson, AZ in November and is enjoying the 

weather, hiking the mountains, making new 

friends and working at the University of Arizona. 

Dawn was also telling me about the latest adven-

ture Kelsey had with her job in Nicaragua. When I 

asked if I could share some of it in this article for 

you all to read, she agreed and said that she would 

get some more details from Kelsey along with 

some photos. Well, Kelsey came through! I decid-

ed to make her my guest writer this month and just 

include what she shared, along with some photos. 

It’s pretty fascinating! Thanks, Schrock family! 

Enjoy the following write-up from Kelsey. 

 

We spent 4 days in-

stalling solar at a 

school in the com-

munity San Jose El 

Paraiso with the help 

of 9 local Nicaragu-

an women volunteers 

and 6 Grid Alterna-

tives staff. This pro-

ject was our 6th an-

nual Women in Solar 

project, which gives 

the opportunity for 

Nicaraguan women 

to get hands-on train-

ing and skills that 

will help them pur-

sue a career in the 

solar industry. 

 

The San José El Paraíso community is a very re-

mote rural community, located between mountains 

and rivers on the border of the department of 

Matagalpa and the Autonomous Region of the 

North Caribbean Coast. To reach the San José El 

Paraíso community, you must travel 50km on a 

dirt road from the main city of the region, Rio 

Blanco. There is no road access to the community, 

so people tend to walk or ride a horse or mule for 

the remaining 3km. 

 

There are about 200 people living in this commu-

nity without access to conventional grid electrici-

ty. The majority of the community makes a living 

working in small-scale agriculture with the harvest 

of beans, corn and cocoa. In 2017 Project School-

house (another NGO) worked with the community 

to build a multi-grade school, soon after that Pro-

ject Schoolhouse found 

 

Grid Alter-

natives had 

asked if 

they would 

be interest-

ed in 

bringing 

solar elec-

tricity to 

the community. On January 30th we turned on the 

lights for the first time at the school and had an 

inauguration party--around 300 people showed up 

to celebrate with us. Earlier that day they butch-

ered a cow 

and were 

able to serve 

everyone a 

generous 

plate of food 

before the 

party started. 

The commu-

nity was also harvesting corn, which meant fresh 

corn on the cob and lots of corn-based food all 

week. Let's just say we didn't leave hungry!  

 

If anyone is nerdy and wants to know the equip-

ment we installed here it is: 

Four 435W SunPower solar panels  

One 2.5kW Schneider Electric inverter 

One 60A Schneider Electric MPPT Charge Con-

troller  

Four 6V Trojan batteries 

 

(Cont. on page 3) 
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God at Work Around the World 
Erica Hostetler 

Service and Outreach Chair 

For the month of March we will be looking globally at 
the region of Southeast Asia. Countries included in this 
region are: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malay-
sia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor 
Leste and Vietnam. This is the first month where coun-
tries from the highlighted region feature on the World 
Watch List, put out by Open Doors to highlight Chris-
tian persecution around the world. You can find the full 
report in the library and read more about the Christians 

from SE Asia who 
are facing extreme 
persecution. The 
countries from this 
region in the top 50 
are listed below, 
along with their 
ranking.  
 

The whole of Asia 

is complex, diverse, and home to the birthplace of all 

the major world religions: Christianity, Islam, Hindu-

ism, and Buddhism. In SE Asia, Hinduism is the only 

religion that isn’t the majority in at least one country. 

Indonesia has the largest population of Muslims in the 

world, and in most of this region’s countries, Christian-

ity is less than 15% of the population.  

Although each nation has its own unique complexities, 

I found some interesting general facts, both positive 

and negative, about this region in Operation World.  

 

This region has seen some of the deadliest wars and 

genocides in the 2nd half of the 20th century, and the 

effects of post-Communism and religious extremism 

continue to reverberate among the people and even now 

flare up in violence against minority people groups or 

minority religious beliefs. This region is home to some 

of the world’s wealthiest people in places like Singa-

pore, as well as some of the poorest, in the rural areas 

of all the nations. The Golden Triangle, located in the 

north of this region and spanning the countries of My-

anmar, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam and China, is a hub of 

illegal drug activity, and across the region human traf-

ficking is a major problem, particularly impacting the 

rural poor. (pgs 60-64) 

 

However, the growth of the Church is encouraging, and 

is unprecedented across the entire continent, with the 

numbers of all Christians (Catholic and Protestant) go-

ing from 22 million in 1900 to almost 370 million in 

2010 (pg. 59). More and more the Church is relying on 

indigenous leaders and there is a growing group of mis-

sionaries being mobilized from countries like the Phil-

ippines. In massive numbers Filipino migrants are 

spreading around the globe, and the Filipino Church 

has caught a vision of equipping those workers who are 

Christians to be witnesses of Jesus wherever they go, 

including into some of the most closed countries of the 

world, like Saudi Arabia (pgs. 60-61, 68). 

 

There are countless issues to pray for in this region, and 

KMC even has some connections to the region through 

different missions organizations, and through people 

like Larissa Wyse. Check out the bulletin board to see 

all the different organizations at work in the area. 

 

World Watch List of Persecution: (opendoorsusa.org/

christian-persecution/world-watch-list/) 

19) Myanmar 

20) Laos 

21) Vietnam 

37) Brunei 

40) Malaysia 

49) Indonesia 
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(What’s Happening, cont. from page 2) 

 

Also I would like to add a little plug that we still have 

some spots open for a trip to Nicaragua in April to in-

stall a solar drip irrigation system for a farmer in 

Jinotega.  

 

If anyone is interested, you can find more info by go-

ing to our Grid Alternatives International Program 

page (specifically this link: 

https://gridalternatives.org/

LaRinconadaDripIrrigation2020 ) 

Or they can contact me directly:  

<mailto:kschrock@gridalternatives.org> 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fasiasociety.org%2Feducation%2Fintroduction-southeast-asia&psig=AOvVaw0f7DB6AxCPQthLYiZaNW3M&ust=1582207217508000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCY1avj3ecCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

Growing up in the grocery store, my sister and I 

both knew that 10 am and 3 pm were break 

time.  That meant we were each given a quarter 

which we could use to buy a snack.  It never 

took me long to decide, but my sister took for-

ever.  She would weigh out each possibility, 

continually starting to choose something and 

then changing her mind.  This would happen 

over and over and over again.  Eventually she’d 

figure it out, but each time I wondered if she’d 

ever decide.  (Now that I think of it neither of us 

ever considered keeping the quarter for another 

day . . . or maybe she did think of it and never 

told me.)  We were both given the same oppor-

tunity to decide on our own but approached it in 

different ways.  In this case, we really couldn’t 

make a wrong choice but that isn’t always the 

case.  (Though I am now wondering if I should 

have just kept the quarters.) 

 

Recently, I have been going through a study 

called Trustworthy by Lysa TerKeurst.  It is a 

study of 1st and 2nd Kings.  The author noted 

that when a king was good he was often com-

pared to King David, but when the king was evil 

he was often compared to King Jeroboam.  This 

interested me, not because I hadn’t heard this 

before, but because of a verse that caught my 

attention that I had not noticed before where 

God was speaking to Jeroboam. 

 

I Kings 11:38 “After that, if you obey all I com-

mand you, walk in my ways, and do what is 

right in my sight in order to keep my statutes 

and my commands as my servant David did, I 

will be with you. I will build you a lasting dyn-

asty just as I built for David, and I will give you 

Israel. “ 

 

Notice that God told Jeroboam he had the same 

opportunity as David to have a lasting dynasty.  

David had Judah and Jeroboam would have Is-

rael.  God even told Jeroboam what he needed 

to do.  He needed to obey God, walk in His 

ways, do what is right and keep God’s statutes 

and commands.  Jeroboam had the roadmap.  

He only had to follow it.  But he didn’t.  He 

liked being king to the point that he started fear-

ing losing his kingship more than he feared dis-

obeying God.  This led Jeroboam to decision 

after decision after decision taking him farther 

and farther and farther from God, making Jero-

boam the poster child for the person who wants 

to be an evil king.  How sad is that?!  He lost his 

chance at a lasting dynasty . . . and even worse, 

a lifetime of right relationship with God.  Jero-

boam made some really bad decisions.  The 

consequences affected him, his family and his 

kingdom.  You can check it out in 1 Kings for 

more details.   

 

Then there is the example of King Jehoshaphat 

in 2 Chronicles 20.  He has some strong ene-

mies coming against him, so what does he do?  

Find allies? Strengthen his army?  Run and 

hide?  No.  He declares a fast for all of Judah to 

seek the Lord.  They fasted and prayed before 

the Lord.  Then God gave them an answer that 

they were to stand still and let the Lord bring 

salvation in this situation. Talk about an ‘out of 

the box’ solution!  How did King Jehoshaphat 

react?  King Jehoshaphat responded to this by 

falling to his face and worshipping the Lord.  

The day of the battle Jehoshaphat made sure 

there were people appointed to sing to the Lord 

and some others to praise the splendor of God’s 

holiness. Then God rescued the people of Judah.  

Jehoshaphat had made great decisions to follow 

God obediently.   

 

I am positive that God’s solution to King Je-

hoshaphat’s dilemma would not have been on a 

list of possible solutions that Jehoshaphat could 

have come up with on his own or even with an 

army of problem solvers.  But God’s answer 

was the perfect answer.   

 

(Cont. on page 5)  
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 4) 

However, Jehoshaphat would have missed it if he 

hadn’t called for a time of prayer and fasting, es-

pecially including the part where they listened for 

and obeyed God’s guidance and counsel.  High 

praise goes to Jehoshaphat and all of Judah for 

willing following God’s command to ‘stand still’ 

despite the fact it made no earthly sense. 

 

Kalona Mennonite is in a season where there will 

be many decisions to be made.  I am sure many of 

us have some ideas of what we would like to see 

happen, but I want to encourage us to set these 

ideas aside. Let’s take some time to fast, to pray 

and listen for the plans God has for Kalona Men-

nonite.  There is a good chance they are bigger 

plans that we can imagine. 

(Eph. 3:20)  But I will guarantee God’s plan is the 

best plan for us.  Let’s not assume what God 

wants us to do without asking Him first. 

 

Isaiah 55:8 tells us that God’s thoughts aren’t like 

our thoughts.  Let’s not settle for our thoughts. 

Our thoughts on how to make decisions have the 

potential to lead us away from God just like they 

did for King Jeroboam.  Let’s pin our hopes on 

God’s thoughts, plans and purposes for Kalona 

Mennonite.  If we do, we will glorify God and 

grow His kingdom.  Wouldn’t it be amazing to be 

able to testify about how God used this season at 

KMC to cultivate growth in areas we wouldn’t 

have seen without His divine plan? 

 

Please, fast, pray and listen for God’s guidance 

with me. Let’s choose the same path of obedience 

that Jehoshaphat chose.   God will show us every-

thing we need to know if we listen. In this I have 

no doubt.  May God have mercy on us if we don’t.   

 

As always, in pursuit….. 

Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life 
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 
 
Happy Anniversary  
March 29 ~ Fred and Judy ~ 54 years 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
March 6 ~ Ruby Miller 
March 14 ~ Janet Showalter 
March 22 ~ Leo Schrock 
March 24 ~ Leta Schneider 
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Weekly Memory Verses for Bible Challenge 
For Month of March 

 
Each week a memory verse is included for each participant in the Bible Reading Challenge. You (and 

your school age children) are encouraged to memorize this verse, as well as help your preschooler 
learn the shortened version 

 
Week 5 
Jeremiah 31:33b: “I will put my law in their minds. I will write it on their hearts. I will be their God. 
And they will be my people.” 
 
Preschool: "I will be their God." 
 
Week 6 
1 Chronicles 16:31b: “Let the earth be glad. Let them say among the nations, ‘The Lord rules!’” 
 
Preschool: "The Lord rules!" 
 
Week 7 
Romans 8:11a: “The Spirit of the God who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you.” 
 
Preschool: "God is living in you." 
 
Week 8 
Matthew 25:31: “The Son of Man will come in all his glory. All the angels will come with him. Then 
he will sit in glory on his throne.” 
 
Preschool: "Jesus will come again." 
 


