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Special points of interest 

 God will do everything 
He can to draw us into 
His presence, except to 
give us no choice.  He 
allows us to choose.   

 We were created to 
spend time in the pres-
ence of God.   

 Praise the Lord, eve-
ry age has the Lord 
there ready to give 
grace to meet them! 

A Call for Patient Endurance 
Pastor Scott Swartzendruber 

 

“And this calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who 

obey God’s commandments and remain faithful to Je-

sus,” (Revelation 14: 12).  As I mentioned in a recent sermon, in 

my almost forty years of ministry, I have never witnessed anything 

like what we are going through right now due to the coronavirus.  

This is a phenomenon that we all have little understanding of and 

are struggling with how best to manage this virus in the here and 

now and in the days to come.  This is truly a time for patient endur-

ance and prayers for great wisdom to all those in the medical field 

who are seeking a solution on stopping a very aggressive virus.  

 

Over the last few days, I have heard comments such as, “are we liv-

ing in the end times?”  This made me think about what God’s word 

says about the end times.  In II Thessalonians, Paul says that in end 

times, we are to engage in active waiting.  We are to be active in 

prayer, active in serving the Lord, and active in our witness to oth-

ers.  Paul is saying that we all have things we can do as we wait for 

the Lord’s return, whenever that may be.  We are called to be ready 

by being right with Jesus through his saving grace and by being 

right with others.  We are to pray without ceasing, keep our fears 

surrounded with the peace of Jesus, and keep engaging in an active 

faith.  

 

Another thing we need to take to heart in these challenging times is 

to realize that God surrounds us with his personal and heavenly 
love and support.  When Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness, 
we read that the “angels came and attended him.”  I think it is im-
portant to realize that we are not alone as we go through the ups and 

downs of what we are all going through right now.  All of God’s 
heavenly hosts are with us and ministering to our needs, whatever 
they may be in these days.  We are ALL going through this together 

and may we ALL offer our prayers, support, wisdom, and help in 
these days of great challenge.   
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In Pursuit  
Dawn Wyse 

Just this morning I saw an Instagram post by 
Kelly Minter who noted that so often during hard 
times we want God’s deliverance more than we 
want His presence.  This statement struck a chord 
with me because it seemed to underline what 
God has been showing me in scripture during the 
time we have been reading the prophets.  It was 
like God was confirming the topic He wanted me 
to write about this month. 
 
The books of the prophets are some of my favor-
ite books of the Bible.  I have felt so blessed to 
have new things opened up for me to meditate 
upon from this time through those books.  These 
new thoughts started to click into place as I 
grasped that to the Israelites the temple repre-
sented God’s presence.  I took that truth and used 
it as a filter as I read the scripture.  For example, 
if I was physically taken away from God’s pres-
ence or if God’s presence was torn down and 
didn’t exist anymore how would those things 
affect me?  Or I’d ask myself as I was reading, 
how do God’s actions show me how much He 
desires for each of us to seek out His presence?  
This line of thought has deepened my view of 
God’s love . . . a true blessing. I want to share a 
tiny taste of my thoughts with you.  I hope it will 
bless you. 
 
Ezekiel is one of my ‘go to’ books when I am 
struggling.  The way Ezekiel responds to God’s 
presence is an encouragement to me.  But this 
time Ezekiel 47:1-12 blew me away in new 
ways.  This passage is a portion of a vision given 
to Ezekiel.  It is a vision that includes many de-
tails about the temple. (The church often sees 
creation as a big deal and I think it is.  However, 
have you considered that a much larger portion 
of the Bible discusses the temple/tabernacle?  I 
would propose that discussing the temple 
(presence of God) is a much bigger deal than cre-
ation.) In chapter 47, Ezekiel is shown some wa-
ter flowing from the threshold of the temple.  It 
appears to be a small flow of water at first.  But 
by the time they get to the gate it is up to a trick-
le.  A third of a mile later this flowing water is up 
to Ezekiel’s ankles.  A third of a mile later it is 
up to his knees.  Another third of a mile it’s now 
up to Ezekiel’s waist.  A third of a mile later, 
Ezekiel can’t walk through the water.  It is now a 

river that you would need to swim to cross.  This 
is a special river.  This is a river that will turn 
foul water into fresh.  Every kind of living crea-
ture will live wherever the river flows.  There 
will be life wherever the river flows.  The trees 
by the river will provide food and their leaves 
will provide healing.  But why is this water so 
special?  Ezekial 47:12b “because the water 
comes from the sanctuary.” 
 
This is living water.  It comes from the presence 
of God.  You notice that the water didn’t stay the 
same.  It became more as it flowed.  Only God 
makes this happen.  He is the source.  But what 
had the Israelites done when they had the pres-
ence of God (the temple) among them? Jeremiah 
2:13 “For my people have committed a double 
evil: They have abandoned me, the fountain of 
living water, and dug cisterns for them-
selves—cracked cisterns that cannot hold wa-
ter.” They thought they could do better than 
God.  They stopped seeking to be in God’s pres-
ence. God sent them into exile in hope that at 
least some of them would turn back to seek Him 
again. He wanted them all, but still let them 
choose. 
 
Matthew 27:51, Mark 15:38, and Luke 23:45 all 
note that when Christ died for our sins upon the 
cross the veil that previously stopped us from 
entering the Holy of Holies was torn from top to 
bottom in order to give us access to God’s pres-
ence.  God, the Father offered His Son as the per-
fect sacrifice so that we could have access to His 
presence in the sanctuary causing His living wa-
ters to flow through our hearts and out into the 
world to multiply life and healing as only God’s 
Presence can do.  Hebrews 10:19-22 “Therefore, 
brothers and sisters, since we have boldness to 
enter the sanctuary through the blood of Je-
sus—  he has inaugurated for us a new and 
living way through the curtain (that is, 
through his flesh)—  and since we have a great 
high priest over the house of God,  let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an 
evil conscience and our bodies washed in pure 
water.”  
 
(Continued on page 3) 
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"I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 

medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in or-

der not to become contaminated, and thus perchance infect and pollute others, and so caused 

their death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, He will surely find 

me. And I've done what he's expected of me. And so I'm not responsible for either my own 

death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me, however, I shall not avoid place or 

person, but we'll go freely......... See, this is such a God fearing faith, because it's neither 

brash nor foolhardy, and does not tempt God".   

Martin Luther 
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(Cont. from page 2) 
 
Jesus’s sacrifice allowed us access into the sanctu-
ary.  And who is in the sanctuary?  Revelation 7:17 
“For the Lamb who is at the center of the throne 
will shepherd them; he will guide them to springs of 
the waters of life, and God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes.”  God will do everything He can 
to draw us into His presence, except to give us no 
choice.  He allows us to choose.  He not only opened 
the door to the sanctuary, but took it completely off its 
hinges.  Yet how many of us break His heart by not 
entering in? 
 
We were created to spend time in the presence of 
God.  The creation story in Genesis tells us this truth.  
The entire Bible is showing us time and time again the 
lengths to which God will go to get us there.  But what 
do we have to do to get there? This is what Jesus says 
in John 7:38. “The one who believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, will have streams of living water 
flow from deep within him.”  We need to accept Je-
sus’s sacrifice that tore the veil in two in order to give 
us access to His presence.  We need to repent of seek-
ing other things.  
 

 
We need to seek only Him. 
 
During this crazy and difficult time we are living in, I 
encourage you to often take a step back and ask your-
self, “Am I seeking God’s presence or His deliver-
ance?  Do I desire God more than anything else?”  I 
must admit I don’t like all of my answers to these ques-
tions, but the amazing thing about that is that I have 
access to God’s presence to deal with it.  That is the 
source of the living waters that will change my heart 
and heal me.  Look to Ezekiel 47 and see how these 
living waters flow.  See how they don’t stay small.  See 
how they fuel life.  See how they heal.  See how they 
are meant to flow through you.  But most of all see 
God. He desires for you to enter His presence.  God is 
so good! All praise and glory belong to Him!   
 
As always, in pursuit…… 



 

What’s Happening!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 

About a year ago Tracy Richenberger tried 

something new and went to Florida with Woman 

Tours – a women’s bike tour club that takes 

women from all over the world on organized 

bike tours to various places. Tracy shared some 

of her experience with me to put in the Mustard 

Seed back then. Well, she enjoyed her time so 

much that she recently went with the group again 

on another bike tour. However, this time Tracy 

went to Hawaii! There were 8 of them in the 

group plus three support people. They used cue 

sheets and a GPS app to stay on route. They rode 

five days circling the Big Island for a total of 234 

miles! They started in Kona and ended in Ha-

puna Beach. They also spent one day hiking in 

Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. The biking was 

all uphill or downhill compared to Florida which 

was flat. Also in Hawaii, there was a big differ-

ence in the weather between the west side of the 

island and the east side. The west side is the 

warm sunny side and it’s cooler and rainier on 

the east. It’s no surprise that Tracy preferred the 

west side! Tracy said it was really beautiful there 

and just like her last tour, she met some very nice 

women that were fun to ride with. 

 

Wilbur and Elsie Mast added a little “Roaring 

20’s” fun to their lives last month when they 

went to Branson and took part in The Grand 

Crown Resort owners week.  Elsie took part in 

the Grand Crown Queen contest. She sang “How 

Great Thou Art” for the talent contest. She was 

one of 9 other contestants all between the ages of 

64 and 84. Most had never done anything like 

this before, including Elsie! They sure had fun 

getting to know each other with all the practices 

and performances they had together leading up to 

their time in front of the judges and then for the 

final program. The program was held in the audi-

torium at College of The Ozarks. George Dyer 

was the MC for the evening and really made it 

fun. Even though Elsie didn’t come away with 

the crown, it was a great experience and hats off 

to her for trying something new and having some 

fun! Also that week, Wilbur and Elsie went to 

the Roaring 20’s themed banquet at The White 

House Theater where they enjoyed a fantastic 

meal and entertainment by the Branson High 

School Band. Another day they had brunch at 

College of The Ozarks and an afternoon of game 

show themed entertainment they took part in. 

And their trip wasn’t complete without attending 

The Dixie Stampede! 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Cont. from page 4) 

Mike and Emily 

Ferguson are 

delighted to be 

grandparents! 

Sadie Helen 

Dewit was born 

February 28th and 

weighed 6 lb. 9 

oz. Yes, she was 

named after Emi-

ly’s mom, Helen! 

Mollie, Ryan and 

little Sadie are all 

doing well. 

 

If you are like Dolores Miller and are staying in 

and catching some reruns on TV that you hadn’t 

seen before, you may have recently spotted one of 

our own from KMC on an Antiques Roadshow 

episode! Here’s the story behind it. Monica Miller 

had a banner from the premier of the 1939 movie 

Union Pacific. It belonged to her dad, Harold 

Aita, who worked for Union Pacific for 42 years! 

Monica was curious as to its value and a friend 

suggested she try Antiques Roadshow to find out. 

So a couple of years ago they applied and re-

ceived tickets to the Green Bay show. They limit 

the number of tickets distributed, so Monica, 

along with Merlin and Micah, were fortunate to 

get in! When they arrived, Monica told her story 

to the antiques appraiser. Soon, a producer came 

and said they would like to put her story and the 

banner on television. Monica was shocked, but 

still hadn’t 

found out the 

value of the 

banner.  Once 

they were se-

lected to be on 

air, they were 

treated like 

royalty and 

were fed 

breakfast and 

lunch and 

were escorted 

around the 

arena.  When 

they were taping the show, the appraiser said the 

value was $5,000 and suggested they insure it for 

$12,000. It was all a great experience for them! 

Monica can give you information to find the epi-

sode online if you are inclined to watch it. This 

Mustard Seed story may even be a bit of a rerun 

from one that Ed V. told, but just like Dolores, we 

enjoy reruns if they are good ones! 
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life 
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 
 Anniversary Congratulations: 
 April 11 ~ Jim and Sandy Gingerich ~ 50th 
 April 17 ~ Ed & Marge Hershberger ~ 60th 



 

Pandemic 

 

What if you thought of it 

as the Jews consider the Sabbath— 

the most sacred of times? 

Cease from travel. 

Cease from buying and selling. 

Give up, just for now,  

on trying to make the world 

different than it is.  

Sing. Pray. Touch only those 

to whom you commit your life. 

Center down. 

 

And when your body has become 

still, 

reach out with your heart. 

Know that we are connected 

in ways that are terrifying and beauti-

ful. 

(You could hardly deny it now.) 

Know that our lives 

are in one another’s hands. 

(Surely, that has come clear.) 

Do not reach out your hands. 

Reach out your heart. 

Reach out your words. 

Reach out all the tendrils 

of compassion that move, invisibly, 

where we cannot touch. 

 

Promise this world your love— 

for better or for worse, 

in sickness and in health, 

so long as we all shall live. 

 

(Lynn Ungar, composed on 3/11/20) 6 



 

On the Light Side 

This picture appeared on the MYF Fundraiser calendar for 

1984 (we think, there’s not a year on it!). Do you recog-

nize any of these people? All but one of these still attend 

KMC regularly. Look for the answers in the May issue.  
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Todays headlines, TV and radio news make us think 

that times have never been as bad as they are now.  

With so many broken homes, abused wives and chil-

dren, young people on drugs, and the threat of nuclear 

war ever on the horizon, surely no other time knew 

such heartbreak and confusion. 

 

But wait a minute.  If you’re a history buff like me 

you’ll have to admit that’s not true.  Up until the last 

seventy-five years it was a common occurrence to 

lose the wife and mother through childbearing. In-

stead of an excess of widows there were countless 

men who spent the years alone, sometimes marrying 

4-5 times before they died. 

 

And if you think children always had an easy time of 

it before now, go out to a cemetery and look at all the 

little gravestones there. It was nothing unusual to lose 

three or four children to scarlet fever, diphtheria, 

pneumonia or small pox. 

As for drugs, believe it or not, a lot of so-called re-

spectable people used laudanum, which the dictionary 

defines as a tincture of opium. Years ago an older 

woman asked me how I could raise babies without 

giving them laudanum, to make them sleep better, she 

said. 

 

And every generation has had to face the threat of 

war. I wonder if the towns, cities and villages laid to 

waste by Genghis Khan or Attila the Hun did not re-

semble a nuclear holocaust? History records that 

some of the nations suffered such devastation that 

only in the last generation could you say those areas 

have recovered. 

 

I guess I took all of these words just to remind us that 
every age has its trials and problems. But, Praise the 

Lord, every age has the Lord there ready to give 
grace to meet them! 

From the Archives 

The following is a March, 1987, Mustard Seed article by Bernice Miller, mother of Sylvia Erb, who 

wrote a monthly column entitled “It Seems To Me” for several years. I came across this and thought it 

was timely for today as well as over 30 years ago.  

 

It Seems To Me 
Bernice Miller 


