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Special points of interest 

 May we also realize that 
as a community of faith, 
we are present with each 
other during this time as 
well.   

 Let us make every effort 
to walk in holiness, be-
coming the image bearers 
we were created to be.  

 This outbreak has provid-
ed people opportunities to 
reflect on what is truly 
necessary and important 
in their lives.  

“I Am With You Always” 
Pastor Scott Swartzendruber 

 
In the five stages of grief that accompany a crisis, we hear about 
denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance. In the midst 
of the current world health crisis, most likely we have experienced 
some, if not all, of these stages. As I have noticed over the years in 
dealing with grief, blame is usually not far behind the anger stage. 
Often we are quick to look for someone to blame when things are 
out of sorts.  If we are not careful in the midst of a crisis, we can 
blame and get angry at the very people we need the most.   
 
How, then, do we avoid the blame game that pits us against the very 
people who can be a great source of support and love? We read in 
the Bible about a time when Jesus was blamed for the death of Laz-
arus.  Martha, the sister of Lazarus, got upset with Jesus and said, 
“Jesus, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” (John 11: 21) Martha got upset with the very person she 
needed the most in the midst of a crisis within her family. Jesus, 
however, responded in a very gracious and empathetic way. He did 
not get caught up in Martha’s blame game, but he assured her that 
he was the one her family needed the most in the midst of a family 
crisis.  Jesus did come and raise Lazarus back to life, therefore 
showing Martha that he was the one they could always count on no 
matter what.   
 
Right now, when we are tempted to play the blame game in the 
midst of a health crisis, may we always remember that Jesus is very 
present with us in our struggles.  And may we also realize that as a 
community of faith, we are present with each other during this time 
as well.  People are not against us. They are here to help with their 
love, support, prayers, and kindness in a time when we need each 
other the most.   
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

I Peter 1:12a tells us: “It was revealed to them that 
they were not serving themselves but you.”  If you 
read the preceding verses you will find that this verse 
is referring to the prophets.  The words of the proph-
ets were put there so people in the future would have 
those words to help them in their faith. The prophet’s 
words didn’t necessarily give anything of value to 
their own spiritual growth.  What God was asking 
them to do, as an act of obedience to Him, would ben-
efit the generations to come.  I would say it holds true 
for us as well and we need to be cognizant of it.  How 
we conduct our lives has an impact on the view others 
have about God.  When we live an intentionally obe-
dient life, it leads unbelievers to see and glorify God.  
God placed us here as His human image bearers.   
 
What do we need to do in order to fulfill our part as 
God’s image bearers?   I Peter 4:10 says, “Just as 
each one has received a gift, use it to serve others, as 
good stewards of the varied grace of God.”  God 
equips us with what we need for whatever task He 
sets before us, but we also have a part in this equip-
ping.  When God gives us something, it is to be used.  
Too often we look at good stewardship as being as 
miserly as possible with the provision.  The trouble is, 
if God gives you a bag of seeds and they never leave 
the bag . . . NOTHING WILL GROW!  And if noth-
ing grows then how will God get the glory?  It’s a key 
thing to understand.  God gives gifts for a reason.  
When we receive God’s gifts, we need to take time to 
discern how God would delight in seeing us use 
them.  Then we need to use them that way. 
 
Some of the questions I have been asking myself late-
ly are about what gift or gifts that God has bestowed 
on me and how I can be preparing to be a light to 
guide others to see God during this time and in the 
coming months when things might be really 
tough.  Where do I need to be reading and studying in 
God’s Word to prepare me to have the right words 
and actions?  How do I need to be handling my fi-
nances so that I will be prepared to help?  How do I 
need to be taking care of myself physically so I am up 
to the challenge?  Who do I need to be encouraging 
and in what way so they will be up to the challenges 
that lay ahead?  How is KMC preparing for what is 
coming?  What is my part in this? 
 
I believe there is a great opportunity for the church 
right now and in the near future.  For some of us this 
time of isolation could be an excellent time for prepa-
ration.  It could be a time of much prayer, study, fast-
ing, conversation, reflection and so much more inti-

mate fellowship with God.  For others of us, this is a 
time of seeing people’s fear, pain, loss or to put it 
more succinctly, people’s need of the Savior.  Or for 
some, they are seeing how faithful and constant God 
is no matter what happens.  And others may be seeing 
for the first time how God has given them the ability 
to step up and fulfill the task He sets before them 
whether it is encouraging people, serving people, 
praying for people or delivering groceries.  When we 
do any of these things God is glorified.  They are acts 
of obedience to God which ultimately is a declaration 
of loving God. 
 
Jen Wilkin posted on social media, ‘Personal sin 
yields collateral suffering.  Personal holiness yields 
collateral blessing.  One way to “love your neighbor 
as you love yourself” is to “make every effort to be 
holy” (Hebrews 12:14)’ This was a good reminder for 
me.  When I walk in sin there is a consequence that 
affects more than me, but also when I walk in obedi-
ence to God there is a blessing that also affects more 
than me.   The last few weeks has added stress to 
many of our lives, some of us because we are work-
ing harder under more difficult circumstances and 
others because they have more time on their hands 
causing their worries to weigh on their minds ever so 
heavily.  Whatever causes this stress, it often leads us 
to not respond to people in the best of ways.  We need 
to be gracious towards others when their stress causes 
them to not treat us right, but also pay attention to 
how our stresses change how we treat people.  I know 
I have gone to God repeatedly lately because I have 
found that stress is bringing out a judgmental attitude 
that doesn’t belong in my life as an image bearer of 
God.  I am so glad God is full of grace and an abun-
dance of patience for me.  He is willing to help me 
learn how to be the image bearer who walks in holi-
ness as He created me to do so others can see Him 
more clearly. Thank you, Jesus, for this provision. 
 
No matter what situation you find yourself in, I am 
praying that you will allow God to do a mighty work 
through you.  I am praying that many people will be-
come a part of the priesthood of believers that Peter 
talks about because of our obedience to Him during 
this season. Let us make every effort to walk in holi-
ness, becoming the image bearers we were created to 
be. May all glory be to God.  He is so worthy!   
 
As always, in pursuit…. 
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The Ripple Effect 
Shirley Hochstedler, Editor 

This time of quarantine has been interesting, to 
say the least! For one thing, we all have had more 
time to think and reflect. A number of years ago I 
attended a weekend reunion with Cal of former 
Pax men (Pax was an early MCC program for 
conscientious objectors to serve others post 
WWII). As I listened to the stories of these many 
retired men tell how, as 18-22 year old young 
men, they helped to rebuild communities in Eu-
rope and other places overseas, I was struck with 
the follow-up stories as well. The work they did 
was appreciated and necessary, but the witness 
they left was invaluable. The follow-up stories 
were many and they were fascinating.  
 
Do you remember 6 years ago when our congre-
gation was asked by interim Pastor Jeff Miller and 
his fiancé Jessica Sheley if we would host interna-
tional students from Illinois Institute of Technolo-
gy, Chicago, for Easter weekend? Jessica hoped to 
bring 3 or 4, but the response was great, and 13 
students came and were placed in homes. The 
weekend was planned with Good Friday night 
service at Iowa Mennonite School, touring the 
community on Saturday, with a showing of the 
Jesus movie on Saturday night and attending East-
er services on Sunday morning with their host 
families at KMC. Some of the students had only 
been in the US for a few months and for most it 
was their first visit into an American home. Few 
were Christians. But the weekend had a great im-
pact on many of them. 
 
We hosted 2 young men from Syria, sitting up late 
each night answering questions about the scrip-

tures and sharing our faith, listening to their sto-
ries, one Catholic, one Muslim. Some of you may 
remember them from several return visits, often 
bringing others with them. Just the past few weeks 
we have received messages from 3 of them check-
ing in with us to make sure we were well, and 
even face-timed with one of the young men. He 
also “joined” us for KMC’s virtual  church service 
on Sunday. But the greatest surprise was a mes-
sage from a young man from China, who had 
stayed in another home, but kept in touch with us 
also. He was so concerned about us and the family 
who hosted him, offering to help us in any way 
we needed. He offered to send masks if we need-
ed them. We were blessed by his compassion.  
 
All of that made me think about the ripple effect. 
We never know how the things we do in our very 
ordinary days that touch others and make a differ-
ence in their lives. Or they in ours. Most of the 
time, we will not know how their lives were 
touched by us.  However, occasionally God grants 
us a glimpse of how He has used our ordinariness 
to bring Him glory. 
 
What stories can you tell about something that 
happened in your journey that seemed so ordinary 
at the time, but was not forgotten by others and 
made a difference for them? Please send me your 
stories; I’d like to share them in future issues of 
the Mustard Seed. You may email me at 
shirleyh@kctc.net or by mail, to 1139 Paradise 
Ln, Kalona. You are welcome to fill my mailbox!  
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone,  

50 or more years of marriage,  
or 80 or more years of life! 
Don’t forget to send a card!  

The addresses are in your church directory. 
 

 
Happy Birthday to ~ 

Anna Mae Graber ~ May 1 

On The Light Side  
(Mustard Seed, April Issue) 

 

Answer: J im Bachmann, Dwight & 

Jenelle Bender, Mike Ferguson, Cindy 

Williams, Lynn & Janice Hostetler  

mailto:shirleyh@kctc.net


WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 

When it came time to celebrate Avery Schlabach’s 7th 

birthday at the end of March, Corrie knew it would be 

different this year. When she was talking with her 

neighbor, he offered to help organize a birthday pa-

rade to drive 

by Avery’s 

house on her 

special day. 

Corrie put out 

the word on 

Facebook and 

people soon 

found out how 

they could be 

a part of 

something 

fun. Friends 

from the com-

munity, KMC 

and some family members lined up at KMC and then 

made the drive past Schlabach’s house to wish Avery 

a Happy Birthday. There were posters, horns honking, 

waves and well wishes shouted out. Even a fire truck 

and police car with lights and sirens started out the 

parade! Avery was so surprised and speechless! Way 

to join together and make her feel special on her birth-

day this year! 

 

On the Schillerstrom Farm, work has been progressing 

with the busy spring season upon us. All of the anhy-

drous ammonia and dry fertilizer has been applied to 

the fields to prepare the ground to grow abundant 

crops. Next, we hope to be planting corn as soon as 

the snow melts, which should be happening by the 

time you are 

reading this! 

Baby calves 

are being born 

most every 

day. It’s so 

encouraging 

to see that 

new life!  

 

Speaking of new life, Herb and Carolyn Weiss are 

grandparents again! Adaline Noel was born to Zach 

and Mary on March 31st (which also happens to be 

Zach’s birthday!) and weighed in at 7lb 7oz. All are 

doing well and little Eleanor loves being a big sister!  

 

For many, the recent COVID-19 has brought on some 

challenges. However, I asked some random people 

from KMC to share at least one positive thing about 

the quarantine life we have all found ourselves in. 

Their responses vary quite a bit, but it was so good to 

hear from them all. I will leave you with their re-

sponses and hope you are encouraged as I was to em-

brace our entire church family! 

 

“I almost feel guilty as I really am ok with it. The 19th 

of March marked 28 years for me having my business 

downtown. Although I love my shop and all of the 

people involved with it, it has been a long time since I 

have enjoyed having my mornings off, having more 

time to cook and bake and going into the shop for an  

(Continued on page 5)  
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(What’s Happening, cont. from page 4) 

 

an hour or two in the afternoons to work on things 

by myself with no interruptions. Having my fami-

ly all around is nice during this time as well. 

Looking forward to hugging them again! I have 

always liked going to church, but not being able to 

go has made me realize how much I truly miss 

starting out my week there. I am looking forward 

to seeing everyone there and getting my business 

back up and going, but for now, I am ok!” ~ 

Juanita Troyer 

 

“I have found the church services via the confer-

ence call system to me to be emotional and a nec-

essary highlight to my week. It’s like anything 

else in life…you don’t appreciate what you have 

access to until it’s gone. Our church family should 

be important to all of us. I miss the interactions 

with these people/friends.” ~ Mike Ferguson 

 

“Betsy’s cooking” ~ Ty Schillerstrom 

 

“This gives us a whole new perspective on what to 

consider “essential” and important. A realization I 

have is that family and faith are the most im-

portant things and I praise God that we have what 

we have and are willing to help when we recog-

nize a need.” ~ Jack Seward 

 

“This outbreak has provided people opportunities 

to reflect on what is truly necessary and important 

in their lives. In the last few weeks there have 

been lots of fearful and troubled people, but as a 

result of people being so open, I have heard and 

had more conversations about belief and faith with 

random customers than in the last year.” ~ Jona-

than Wyse 

 

“This is a time when my children and grandchil-

dren stay more connected to each other. I get calls 

and emails from all parts of the U.S. checking in 

with me concerning my self-quarantining and my 

health. My great grandchildren send artwork and 

letters to spark my day.” ~ Dolores Miller 

 

“More time to spend with the horses and goats and 

our new German Shorthair pup!” ~ Hanna 

McDowell 

 

“I work in the Patient Access Center at UIHC. 

After three years of being told it would happen, a 

year of trying to make it happen, and then it being 

put on hold indefinitely due to cost, I’m finally 

working from home! It’s going better than I ex-

pected and I’m on the core planning team that’s 

setting the guidelines and requirements to imple-

ment working from home permanently once 

things settle down. That’s my silver lining!” ~ 

Andrea Troyer 

 

“One thing that I am thankful for during the quar-

antine is all the extra time I get to spend with my 

family. Between some of my siblings not having 

to work and Karlee coming home from Zambia 

early, we have been able to spend a lot of time 

together! ~ Katelyn Lehman 
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Prayer for Today 

Paul Wiebe, First Mennonite Church, 
Iowa City 

 
For the first lights of our mornings 
For the colors of Spring 
For promises and newness always to all sides 
For an empty tomb 
We give you thanks, oh Lord, our strength and our redeemer. 
 
But we ask now again, even cry out about the great challenges so many around the world and so many 
among us, even so many of us ourselves, continue to face, indeed now face in such striking new ways. 
 
How long, Lord? How long? And to what consequences? 
 
Guide us, we pray, into understandings anew of your care for us, your love for us, your resurrection 
power, your faithfulness 
 
And to understandings anew around how we as those who have chosen to serve you and your purposes, 
might respond, 
 
For your name's sake, 
Amen  
 

American Woodcock 

chick 

Photo by Ed V. Miller 


