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Special points of interest 

 We don’t always get to 
decide how life will 
unfold. 

 You are helping God 
when you help another 
of God’s children. 

 How are we to prepare 
for what is coming 
when we don’t know 
what is coming? 

 

Not What I Expected 
Pastor Scott Swartzendruber 

 
 
Several weeks ago I heard a talk that Dave Boshart gave in which 
he described what it has been like to start his new assignment as 
president of the Mennonite seminary in Elkhart, Indiana.  He stated 
that beginnings are hard due to the fact that a lot of agenda items 
are put on your plate.  As I was listening to Dave share about begin-
nings and how challenging they can be, I found myself thinking that 
if beginnings are hard, hopefully endings can be less difficult.  Nev-
er did I imagine that in my ending days of pastoral ministry, I 
would be dealing with not just a local crisis, but a worldwide public 
health crisis.  To say the least, this is not what I had hoped for in the 
last months of ministry.  However, this is not what any of us want-
ed in our lives no matter what stage of life we are in.  This pandem-
ic has made the normal challenges of life become much more diffi-
cult for all of us.   
 
For me, in light of the present reality we are facing, the question 
becomes, how do I adjust to a different ending plan that was not 
anticipated just a few months ago?  I was looking forward to a year 
of joy, not fear and uncertainty due to a public health crisis.  I have 
had to face in a real and profound way that in life, all can change in 
a matter of seconds.  This drastic change has brought me to a place 
of great appreciation for my faith in Jesus who is the only sure thing 
in life.  Jesus is truly the only way, truth, life, and the one who 
gives me lasting peace in a world of uncertainty and devastating 
losses.  While Jesus was with his disciples on the Sea of Galilee, He 
gave them calm and well-being in the midst of an unexpected storm 
(Mark 4:35-41).  This same Jesus is now giving me calm and peace 
during this unimaginable time of uncertainty. 
 
(Continued on page 2) 
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(Not What I Expected, cont. from page 1) 
 
No, this is not what I was expecting for my last 
months of ministry at Kalona Mennonite 
Church, but we don’t always get to decide how 
life will unfold.  Even though this is not what I 
had hoped for, I still want to hold on to such 
things as:  
 Maintaining my integrity.  In other words, it 

is important to stay strong in my relationship 
with Christ and others.  

 Trusting in God’s promise that He will bring 
joy out of sorrow and struggles.   

 Having a deeper appreciation for the fact 
that life is a wonderful gift from God and 
that I have also been given the promise of 
eternal life through Christ.   

 Remembering that love bears all things (I 
Cor. 13:7).  The Love of Christ holds us up 

even when we go through times we did not 
expect.  

 Appreciating the gift of memory.  I can al-
ways look back with deep appreciation for 
ways that God has led us all over the past 
years.  There is so much to be thankful for.  

 Continuing to preach the good news of the 
Gospel.   

 
While this is not what I had expected, there is 
comfort in knowing that “God still reigns” and 
He will lead even when life takes an unexpected 
turn.  “How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, who announces salva-
tion, who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns!” (Isaiah 52:7).  I’m so thankful that our 
God still reigns!  
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 
 

Happy Birthday ~  
     June 3 ~ Darrel Showalter 
 

Anniversary Congratulations ~  
     June 11 ~ Ed & Mary Jane Miller ~ 63 years 
     June 29 ~ Roy & Mollie Miller ~ 57 years 



3 

My husband and I want to thank you for the pil-
low that I received after having breast cancer 
surgery at the University of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics.  We want to first provide some back 
ground information that will help explain how 
the pillow became more.   
 
My father was attacked by a bull and passed 
away when I was 4 years old.  My mother re-
married when I was 7 and my stepdad sexually 
abused me when I was 15.  My mother has since 
disowned me.  I have Attention Deficit Disorder 
and Social Anxiety.  My mother has ignored my 
Mental Health Counselor’s request to attend 
counseling with my husband and I.  So I really 
appreciate the pillow and that someone would 
make a pillow for someone else that they do not 
know.   
 
Enough about me as I want to tell you about 
how the pillow has brought tears of joy to my 
husband.  His mother also lost her father when 
she was 12 years old as a result of a coal mining 
accident.  Her mother was disabled.  They re-
ceived a minimal amount of what we think they 
may have called relief back then as this was pri-
or to social security.  They were not able to pay 
the electric bill all the time and the electric com-
pany would shut off their electric.  Her neigh-
bors would bring them fruit baskets and it was 
because of her appreciation that she lived a life 
of helping others when she became more finan-
cially stable after marrying a machinist.  She 

would make things for people in need and spent 
just over her last 30 years volunteering for 
Meals on Wheels.  So my husband was so im-
pressed that I was now the recipient of some-
thing that someone else had made.  So that is 

how the pillow that you made became more than 
the pillow itself.  We really do appreciate your 
efforts and are so impressed that you are doing 
something that is absolutely so biblical in that 
you are helping God when you help another of 
God’s children just like it is described in the Bi-
ble. 
  
God bless and thank you so much.   

The Pillow That Became More 
 

The Ripple Effect is all around us. A good deed “hits the mark” in ways we may never know. Sometimes we have 
the honor of hearing how much an act of kindness affects the lives of those that have been the recipients of that 
loving act. This is one of those stories. Please submit your story if you have one to the editor of the Mustard Seed. 

The following story was emailed to Janice in the KMC office.  One of the MOPS table groups made the pil-
lows to donate to women who were having breast cancer surgery. One recipient wanted to thank the KMC 

MOPS group for the pillow she received while having surgery at UIHC. This is one of the many ways 
MOPS is reaching out to the community around the Kalona area and beyond. The writer said she looked up 
our church and how far it is from where they live, (50 miles), planning that after the coronavirus has passed 

they will come visit on a Sunday morning. She gave Janice permission to share her story.  



What’s Happening!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 
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It’s always exciting to see the green plants popping up 

out of the ground from the seeds we plant, isn’t it?! Last 

week Joel was going around to different fields doing 

stand counts. In a field of corn that he planted in 30 inch 

rows, he marks off 17 feet 5 inches. Then he counts the 

corn plants within that mark, multiplies that times 1000 

to figure out how many plants per acre he has. They tell 

me 17 feet 5 inches is equal to 1/1000 of an acre. Joel 

counted 33 plants so that means he has 33,000 plants per 

acre. That’s good; no need to replant! There’s your Ag 

lesson for the month! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The McDowell family has a lesson about reptiles for us! 

Hanna shared that 2 years ago they got a Water Dragon 

and that it was their first experience with reptiles. They 

were under the impression that one could go from a small 

tank to a bit larger one as they grew. But they found out 

that was not ex-

actly the case. 

Their water drag-

on (named Zip) 

stopped eating 

because he had 

outgrown his en-

vironment. After 

doing some re-

search, the 

McDowell’s dis-

covered that adult Water Dragons need a space that is 6’ 

x 4’ x 3’. So they decided a hand crafted vivarium was in 

order for their home to house their pet, Zip! Now enter 

Ted Redding. Ted has made a lot of beautiful things out 

of wood over the years, but being asked to make a vivari-

um for a Water Dragon was a new one for him! The 

McDowell’s pointed him to a website that had some 

basic instructions, so Ted used that as a guide. Ted had to 

modify it to make it insulated to keep the temperature 

regulated and also fitted 

it with electricity. He put 

a false bottom in it to 

accommodate a pool and 

areas for pots for plants. 

Ted said he made the 

cabinet out of ¼’ oak 

plywood that he stained 

and varnished. He also put a set of glass doors on the 

front of the cabinet. A set of glass doors had been donat-

ed to Crowded Closet at one time, but they didn’t sell. 

Apparently not everyone makes a vivarium and is in the 

need of large glass doors! 

So Ted had them and they 

were the perfect fit for this 

project! Ted worked on the 

vivarium as time allowed 

and had it ready in about 6 

weeks. As many of you 

know, Ted usually is busy 

with MDS projects, but 

there has been no national 

MDS since March 13 so 

Ted has been sticking close 

to home! After Ted com-

pleted the cabinet, Tim modified it a bit to make it fit in 

their home and the McDowell’s added plants and a few 

other things that hopefully should be the right environ-

ment for Zip, the Water Dragon, to grow!  

(Continued on page 5) 



(What’s Happening, Cont. from page 4)  

After almost 2 years of waiting and searching and 

praying, Lavon and Summer Ropp are now home-

owners and will be moved out of their apartment and 

into their 

house in 

Kalona by 

the time you 

read this! 

They will be 

on the same 

street as Ed 

D. and Mary 

Jane Miller, 

so they 

should be 

able to keep 

an occasion-

al eye on 

each other! 

 

The MYF kids got together for a bonfire out at the 

Schillerstrom Farm on the Sunday evening of Me-

morial Day weekend. It was a great evening on so 

many levels!  The rains held off and the breeze was 

just enough to keep the gnats from being too pesky. 

After an extended time of not connecting with every-

one, it was a very welcome time! 

The last couple of months I have been wrestling 

with a sense of urgency that the church needs to 

prepare.  I can’t explain it, but it keeps pulling at 

me and I am struggling with what I am to do about 

it. However, I am convinced that if I keep myself in 

the posture of listening for His Voice, God will 

show me when the time is right.  For the moment it 

has caused me to ask, “how are we to prepare for 

what is coming when we don’t know what is com-

ing”? 

 

I had been mulling over this question for quite a 

few days when I heard Jen Wilkin point out how 

communion differed from the old covenant.  Sacri-

fices in the old covenant called for the sprinkling of 

blood. This caused blood to splatter on everything . 

. . everything that was external.  These sacrifices 

may have changed things externally but didn’t 

change things internally.  Communion is a repre-

sentation of Christ’s sacrifice.  It is taken internally 

and represents the changes His one time perfect 

sacrifice can make inside us.  This idea really got 

my mind going.  

 

A few days later, my mind is still mulling over the 

idea of internal vs external changing as I am read-

ing the book of John.  I came across the story of the 

Samaritan woman in chapter 4 and was struck by 

the idea of the water that Jesus has to offer and the 

fact that you must drink it.  The geek that I am be-

gins to come out and I open some of my resources 

to look at the Greek word for drink that is used in 

that passage.  What I see is that that word could 

also be translated as ‘imbibe’.  Now imbibe isn’t a 

word I use all that often, so I looked up the defini-

tion.  It means to absorb.  So now my mind is really 

going.  Jesus is telling us that we need to absorb the 

living waters that He provides.  I keep getting a 

picture of how a towel takes in the liquid that I spill 

when I knock over my glass.   

 

A day later I am reading John 20:22 which says 

“After saying this, He (Jesus) breathed on them and 

said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”  The word 

‘breathed’ reminded me of the creation story.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 5) 

 

Genesis 2:7 says “Then the Lord God formed the man out 

of the dust from the ground and breathed the breath of life 

into his nostrils, and the man became a living being.”  

These two verses seem, in my opinion, to have a lot in com-

mon.  So I went to the Hebrew/Greek again to try to gain 

some insight.  I found that the word ‘breathe’ basically 

means ‘puff’, but can mean ‘to blow hard’, ‘give up’, 

‘scatter’ or ‘snuff’.  It made me wonder.  Did God’s breath 

move something out of the way to make room in the dust 

for the life He was placing in it?  And did Jesus’s breath 

make room within the disciples so the Holy Spirit could 

come in?  Definitely food for thought. 

 

The next morning, I was reading an article that was talking 

about the vine and the branches.  It made a point about how 

the branches needed the sap from the vine to flow through 

them in order for them to produce fruit.  It made me think 

about branches.  A branch on the ground is still a branch, 

but it won’t ever produce anything.  A branch that is partial-

ly attached to the vine, may linger for a time and may even 

produce some subpar fruit, but eventually it will dwindle 

and die from lack of nutrition.  Only the branch that stays 

fully attached to the vine will have the opportunity to reach 

its full potential.  It needs the sap from the vine to give it 

the ability to do what it is intended to do.  One more piece 

to roll around my mind. 

So, how does this all fit together?  Truthfully, I am still 

working that out in my mind as God layers in piece after 

piece in His timing.  What I am convinced of is that every-

one of us is to be preparing for the next thing God has for 

us, both as individuals and as a community.  Working to 

maintain things as they are shouldn’t be our lifetime goal.  

Maintaining is good in seasons but not in long stretches be-

cause God gave us a commission and we are to be doing our 

part in that calling.  Our church, as a community, has a part 

in this as well and needs to be looking forward and adapting 

in obedience.  God has a plan and it is beyond incredible.  

Believe me, we don’t want to be caught without oil for our 

lamps (Matthew 25).  I know the past couple of months has 

shown me some areas where I wasn’t as ready as I should 

have been. Thankfully, God is forgiving.  Now I am spend-

ing more time with God and listening for guidance as to 

how God wants me to prepare so I am in a better position 

when the next thing comes.  Look at all the opportunities to 

grow closer to God that have been offered due to COVID-

19.  Have you taken advantage of any of them?  Whether it 

was more free time to read your Bible, pray, worship, fast, 

take free classes or something else, I hope you did use this 

time to grow.  If you didn’t, ask yourself why not.  Then 

listen for God’s thoughts on your answer.  Maybe it was a 

good reason and maybe you missed an opportunity, but ei-

ther way it is a good conversation to have with God.   

 

It is good news that if we continue to seek God’s presence, 

listen for His Voice and do our best to be obedient to His 

leading, God will make changes inside us.  If we absorb the 

living water, if we allow Him to blow out the things in our 

life that shouldn’t be there to make more room for Him and 

if we attach ourselves to Him so He can feed us internally 

we will grow in the direction we need to grow in order to be 

prepared for what is coming next.  Please realize that some-

thing is coming next!  You can see this in the Bible.  You 

can see it if you look back on your life. We are currently 

living in a sinful world so things are going to come into our 

lives that will be hard.  However, if we allow God to pre-

pare us, we will be ready and fully suited up in His armor 

when it comes (Ephesians 6). Then God will go before us 

and also be our rear guard (Isaiah 52:12).  That is something 

only God can do! 

 

I pray that we as His church will actively prepare.  I pray 

that we as His church will actively encourage each other to 

continually allow God to prepare us.  I pray that I will ac-

tively allow God to prepare me and you will do the same for 

yourself.  May God help us to be obedient in this. He has a 

plan . . . and it is a good one.  Please, let Him prepare you. 

All praise and glory to God.  

 

As always, in pursuit…. 


