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Special points of interest 

 Choose carefully how 
you speak to others.  

 It is always exciting for 
me to take the time to 
browse through the 
shelves.   

 I really love the thought 
of spending eternity with 
God.   

The Power of the Tongue 
Pastor Josh Lundberg 

 
Several years ago we were approaching my daughter’s bedtime. I told her 
that she had to pick up all the toys. Livia always did a really good job of 
putting her stuff away; however, I did need to tell her what to pick up and 
where to put it. If I didn’t do this, to the surprise of no one, her three-year-
old mind would get distracted with other things. 
 
As we were putting the toys away, I came across puzzle pieces belonging 
to 8 different puzzles. In order to make sure that all the pieces were there 
and correctly separated, I started to put the puzzles together. The puzzles 
were simple and only had 12 pieces each, but I was annoyed by having to 
take time to put them together because I knew it would distract my daugh-
ter from the task of cleaning up. 
 
I worked on several puzzles at the same time, trying to get them put togeth-
er as quickly as I could. When I completed the first puzzle, Livia excitedly 
exclaimed “Daddy, you won!” Suddenly I realized that I was the one who 
had been distracted. 
 
Distracted by my task, I had become impatient. I had lost my gratitude. 
Livia led me back to joy with her words. 
 
Proverbs 18:21 reads, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and 
those who love it will eat its fruits.”               
 
The tongue can be full or life or full of death. James (3:5-6) writes, “ Like-
wise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Con-
sider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a 
fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole 
body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by 
hell.” 
That day Livia’s words were full of life and reminded me to be thankful in 

the midst of doing. And she has done that before.  One day at the play-

ground, Livia told her mother, “The sun is out, the sky is blue, our house is 

pretty clean – this is a good day!” 

 

(Cont. on page 2) 
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Congratulations! 

 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life Don’t forget to send a card!  

The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Happy Anniversary: 
August  1  ~ Elmer & Marlene Yoder  ~  59 years 
August 12  ~ Cal & Shirley Hochstedler  ~  54 years 
August 30  ~  Pat & Tracy Anderson  ~  61 years 
 
Happy Birthday: 
August 22  ~  Mary Jane Miller 
August 24 ~ Shirley Zillmer 
August 27  ~ Doris Redding  

(The Power of the Tongue, cont. from page 1) 

 

Proverbs 16:24 says, “Gracious words are like a 

honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the 

body.” 

 

David prayed (Ps. 141:3), “Set a guard, O Lord, 

over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my 

lips.” 

 

May we remember the power of our words. Choose 

carefully how you speak to others. Choose careful-

ly how you speak about others. May our words be 

life-giving. May my words and my life be an accu-

rate reflection of the joy filled life that Jesus has 

freed me to live.  
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LIBRARY NEWS 
Sandy Gingerich 

What a whirlwind of challenges we have been ex-

periencing in our church, community, state, nation 

and world these past several months.  When will 

we experience a ‘normal’ again, and what will it 

look like?  It is anybody’s guess.  Our prayers are 

greatly needed. 

 

During this time of self-quarantine and boredom it 

has been reassuring to see the increased usage of 

our library here at church.   All are welcome and 

encouraged to check out what our library has for 

your reading enjoyment.  The past month there 

have been several new books added for readers of 

all ages.   

 

Fiction continues to be popular for many readers.  

New books to our library include 3 novels by Jody 

Hedlund that gives readers a glimpse into the New 

York Children’s Aid Society and the orphan trains 

of the 1850s.   

 

For those who enjoy the Guidepost series 

‘Tearoom Mysteries’ several books have been add-

ed including the final book of the series, ‘Tea & 

Promises’.  This 25-book series takes place in a 

lakeside town in Maine where two adventurous 

cousins share their passion for tea and hospitality.  

Their stately Victorian home is the setting for 

many intriguing mysteries. 

 

Our library has several Guidepost book series.  

Take a look and escape to Silver Creek, Colorado 

through the ‘Silver Peak’ series.  Or how about 

visiting Hope Haven Hospital and experiencing 

the daily challenges of the medical team in the 

‘Stories from Hope Haven’ series.  ‘Tales from 

Grace Chapel Inn’ is another very popular series.  

There are too many series to list here so you will 

just have to check out the shelves full of fiction to 

find a series suited just for you. 

 

A couple of books of the Christian Living genre 

that you may find interesting are ‘30 Days to Tam-

ing Your Tongue’.  How many times have you 

thought ‘I can’t believe I just said that!’  This book 

by Deborah Smith Pegues contains short stories, 

anecdotes, soul-searching questions, and scriptur-

ally based affirmations that may prove to be life-

changing. 

 

‘Teenagers Are People Too!’ by Joyce Meyer was 

written especially to and for teenagers.  Feeling 

misunderstood, unaccepted and unappreciated by 

friends and family, teens will appreciate the guid-

ance through the often-overwhelming relationships 

and challenges they face as a teen today.   

 

Many new children’s books have been added this 

past month, too.  Whether your child is just begin-

ning to read or have advanced to chapter books, 

they will find something interesting to read in the 

library.  Or maybe picture books are more to their 

level.  Let the young ones check out the rolling 

center book rack for the latest additions. 

 

Can you tell I am excited about what our church 

library offers?  It is always exciting for me to take 

the time to browse through the shelves.  I hope that 

you, too, will find excitement and adventure on the 

shelves of our church library. 

 

If there is a particular author/book that you would 

like to suggest for our library, please put a note 

into the card basket and let us know. 

 

HAPPY READING!  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 

It is nice to see some of the creative ways many of 

you are finding to keep busy this summer!  

 

Doug and Carla Slaubaugh are enjoying revisiting 

their dating days cruising around in Doug’s first 

car, a 1969 Chevy Chevelle SS. Doug had pur-

chased the car in 1972 and it saw them through 

their da-

ting days 

and was 

the get-

away car at 

their wed-

ding at 

KMC. 

They could 

still read 

“Just Mar-

ried” where the shaving cream had left a mark in 

the paint 44 years later! Doug kept the car all these 

years and recently, with the help of Joe 

Swartzendruber, did an off frame restoration. Some 

of you may have seen it all restored and looking 

good cruis-

ing in the 

Pastor Ap-

preciation 

parade we 

had a while 

back for 

Scott and 

Josh. Last 

month Doug 

entered it in 

his first car show and won 

1st in class in the Original 

Factory Muscle Car divi-

sion at the show in Rich-

mond!  

 

Let’s go back to 1972 

again with another story. 

On June 29th of that year, 

Lloyd Bender was hired 

by Ernie Ropp to work at 

Farmers Supply Sales. 

That year the business was still located downtown 

in the corner location that many of you may re-

member later as the B4 Building and is currently 

the Kalona Brewing Company. When Lloyd was 

hired in 1972, it was a John Deere and Allis 

Chalmers dealership, later to become just John 

Deere. Also, when Lloyd was hired, construction 

was underway for a new facility on the east side of 

town along Highway 22, where the John Deere 

dealership still 

is today. 

Lloyd’s main 

job was to de-

liver equip-

ment that they 

sold. His sec-

ond day on the 

job he remem-

bers hauling a 

load of 

Kewanee au-

gers to Kirks-

ville, MO.  

Over the years 

working for 

Farmers Sup-

ply, Lloyd 

hauled equipment to 22 states and Canada. He 

loved running his truck, seeing the sights, and inter-

acting with the people at work and the customers. 

When the age of 65 snuck up on Lloyd, he said he 

couldn’t imagine the thought of retiring so he kept 

right on working. After 48 years on the job and at 

the age of 75, Lloyd was driving in his truck and 

got to pondering one day. He now has grandkids 

that are at the ages where they enjoy doing things 

with him…and he enjoys doing things with them. 

What a perfect time to build lasting relationships 

with them. Also, the combines that he has hauled so 

many of down the road were getting bigger than 

they ever used to be, requiring more physical work 

to just get a combine loaded and ready to haul.  

(Cont. on page 5)  
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(What’s Happening, cont. from page 4) 

 

More chains were required to secure it. Also, to 

avoid the load being too wide, the duals would 

have to be removed and placed on the trailer be-

hind the combine and also chained down. Things 

weren’t as simple as they used to be. So Lloyd 

came home that day and surprised Joyce with the 

announcement that he was ready to retire. So on 

June 29th of 2020, he put in his last day at a job he 

loved and did well for 48 years to the day! The 

dealership honored Lloyd with a retirement party 

at the end of June. So far Lloyd has been enjoying 

his retirement by doing some projects around 

home, spending time with the grandkids, and yes, 

still doing some occasional trucking! He and 

Joyce hope to do some traveling so he can share 

some of those sights he has seen and enjoyed 

through the years and add some new ones to the 

list. Congrat-

ulations to 

Lloyd as he 

enjoys a well-

deserved re-

tirement! 

 

Not only is 

the inside of 

our church 

building get-

ting a facelift 

up front, but 

you may have 

noticed some 

sprucing up 

going on out-

side as well. Many hands made light work when 

several KMCers came to the church to help mulch 

around the building. The trustees are grateful for 

those who sweated through the heat to help out! 

Also, thanks to our planters and mulchers we now 

have a good start on the upper landscape area. The 

old row of overgrown or dead trees were removed 

and they planted 2 yellow flowering Magnolia 

trees, 2 skinny Blue 

Spruce trees, 2 Sev-

en-son shrubs, 1 

Ivory Silk Lilac tree 

and 1 Amur Maack-

ia tree. Next spring 

they will be filling 

in the rest of the bed 

with smaller plants 

and shrubs.  Wow! 

Many thanks to this 

crew and to the peo-

ple who have 

showed up to help 

with projects both 

inside and outside of 

our church build-

ing!  

 

We really are 

blessed with a 

fantastic church 

family who find 

ways to serve and 

help others or 

just encourage 

each other in cre-

ative ways!  
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Am I Bearing Fruit? 
Dawn Wyse 

Recently, I have been asking God to show me 

whether or not I am bearing fruit to the maximum 

potential for which He placed me in this place and 

time to accomplish.  Mark 4:20 tells us: "And those 

like seed sown on good ground hear the word, wel-

come it, and produce fruit thirty, sixty, and a hun-

dred times what was sown." I believe scripture to 

be God-breathed Truth.  Therefore, I believe that if 

I am hearing God’s word and welcoming it (being 

obedient to it) then there should be fruit in my life 

to show for it.  If there is no fruit, then something is 

wrong.  Something needs to change.  No fruit is a 

very bad position to be in. No fruit could mean you 

don’t have a relationship with Christ. I don’t want 

to settle for less than the bountiful fruit God de-

signed me specifically to produce.  I want the 100 

times production.  So I am asking God to show me 

how to get it done.   

 

Scripture tells us that all of us have received a gift 

from God to use. (1Peter 4:10)  One of the many 

questions I have been asking God is whether or not 

I am using the gifts that He has given me and if I 

am using them to their full potential.  For example, 

a chemistry student probably isn’t getting the most 

out of his textbook if he only uses it to prop a win-

dow open.  The textbook is being used, but not to 

its maximum potential.  If God tells me I am not 

getting the most out of the gifts He has given then I 

need to lean into Him and find out what needs to 

change.   

 

The parable of the talents from Matthew 25:14-30 

has been on my mind.  A man entrusted 3 servants 

with his possessions.  To one he gave 5 talents, an-

other 3 talents and to the last 1 talent.  It’s the serv-

ant with 1 talent that weighs on me.  This servant 

did NOTHING with the talent with which he was 

entrusted.  The result was that he was “thrown into 

the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” Now, can you see why I am 

convinced that it is important to evaluate whether 

or not I am using the gifts that God has entrusted to 

me.  I don’t like the consequences for not using 

them.  I am terrified of the consequences of not 

using them.  However, I really love the thought of 

spending eternity with God.  It’s my happy place.  

This parable gives us a little taste of this as well.  In 

verses 21 and 23, after it tells of how the first two 

servants multiplied their talents it says: “Share your 

master’s joy.”  I smile just thinking about it. 

 

So what do I need to do to share my Master’s joy?  

For now I am asking God to show me if I am in the 

right place to utilize the gifts.  Also, I am asking 

that He changes the things in me that are hindering 

the process. 

 

I was listening to a podcast where they were talking 

about the problem of FOBFO in the church today.  

I think they made the acronym up, but it stands for 

fear of being found out.  Too often we are sitting in 

church and other Christian settings trying to be 

careful what we say because we are afraid of letting 

others know that we still need to grow in our Chris-

tian lives.  All too often I find myself in this posi-

tion.  Part of me feels like I have a responsibility to 

know the ‘right answers’ all the time. The silly 

thing is that all of us need to grow.  We aren’t done 

yet.  As Christ’s disciples, we should be so focused 

on learning more about God (and how to grow the 

gifts He has given us to their full potential) that we 

aren’t concerned with hiding our weaknesses.  This 

is how God gets the glory He so richly deserves.  

 

(Cont. on page 7) 
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(Am I Bearing Fruit, cont. from page 6) 

 

A beautiful thing in this process is that God has 

given us each other and if we are willing to show 

each other our weaknesses, it helps others know 

how to support us in 

order to help us grow 

to our God-given po-

tential.  It’s a bit like 

the clematis vine; to 

reach its best, it needs 

another plant to be 

planted beside it to 

shade its feet.  It’ll 

produce without the 

other plant, but on a 

smaller scale.  We 

need each other’s sup-

port to get the most 

out of the gifts God has given us and it is our re-

sponsibility, as the priesthood of believers, to do 

our best to encourage each other’s gifts and to not 

hinder them.  God has the perfect plan.  We just 

need to listen to Him and follow His directions. 

 

So that’s what I am trying to do. . . listen to Him.  

Plus, I have been seeking counsel from fellow 

believers. The fellowship of believers is a special 

gift.  The one thing I am sure God has shown me 

is that I haven’t reached the potential of the gifts 

He has given me. As of yet, I don’t know if I need 

transplanted, new soil, compost, pruning or what.  

However, I am confident God will give me direc-

tions, in His perfect timing. (I am also sure that 

the process won’t be easy, but it will still be worth 

it.)  1 Corinthians 2 talks to us about the spiritual 

wisdom the Holy Spirit gives us.  I am holding on 

to that promise, because I want to fully glorify 

God and I know He is always faithful.  God is so 

good! 

 

As I continue to evaluate, I want to encourage 

each of you to take some time to do the same.  I 

am praying it will be growth giving for God’s 

kingdom.  Let’s work together to bear fruit for 

God’s glory!   

 

As always, in pursuit..... 
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Search Committee News 
Stacy Ropp Miller 

 

 

Greetings from the Search Committee.  The committee is made up of seven members:  Kent Lehman-Spokesperson; Lynn 

Hostetler-Conference contact; Stacy Ropp Miller-Administrative; Justin Slaubaugh, Mim Nisly, Bailey Troyer, and Larry 

Pickard.  Our first meeting was July 8th.  We met with Central Plains Conference Minister Susan Janzen who walked us 

through the steps of the search process both on our end and on the candidates’ end.  She shared with us the documents we 

will be completing throughout the process.  We then met July 13th and began looking more specifically at some of the 

documents.  We divided up the information gathering tasks and hope to make individual progress on those prior to our 

next meeting.  Our plan is to meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month with the recognition that will change occasion-

ally with schedules and as we get further into the process.  When we have information to share we hope to give you up-

dates through the Mustard Seed, bulletin announcements, and spoken announcements during church.  There is also a pro-

gress task list posted on the bulletin board that we will update along the way that you may reference. 

 

We do need you to help us in several ways: 

 

1. We would appreciate you filling out the Pastoral Priorities checklist that was put in your mailbox at church.  This 

form looks very much like the Twenty-Pastoral Tasks form that we all filled out in January.  However, MCUSA up-

dated the form in January and has reorganized its structure with 24 tasks.  This is also what candidates will be filling 

out, so given the changes that have been made we felt it would be best to fill out the new form as we start this process.  

This form is due August 9th.  

2. We also appreciate your prayers as we embark on this journey together.  We want to keep you informed as much as 

possible and yet we also know that you understand when there are times when we simply cannot share details with 

you.  As you pray for us and our work, also be praying for the person who will be called to be our pastor.   


