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 Church is growing across 
the continent, and has much 
to teach us about what it 
means to live out a faith that 
is active and vibrant in the 
midst of difficult circum-
stances.   

 Conrad Yutzy will be edit-
ing the Mustard Seed begin-
ning with the October issue.  

 Does anyone else hear God 
chuckling?  

Moments in Mission 
Erica Hostetler 

 

For the month of September I want to shift the focus to South America. 

Made up of 13 countries (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, 

Ecuador, French Guiana, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, 

and Venezuela), South America is a diverse continent, from the Amazon 

rainforest, to the Andes mountains, and then to the coastal plains. The 

continent boasts the largest river watershed in the world, as well as the 

driest region of the world.   

 

South America was part of the “New World” conquered by European 

powers in the 1600s, and the impact of that conquest and exploitation is 

still seen in things like official languages, the prevalence of the Catholic 

Church, and the diversity of race as a result of the African slave trade. 

Most countries received their independence in the 1800’s, and the majori-

ty have had some form of Marxist government throughout their independ-

ent history. Looking broadly, many countries have suffered militaristic 

regimes, and various coups, or attempted coups, leading to violence. 

Across the continent, corruption is found in varying degrees within the 

governments.   

 

Many countries have high poverty rates, with populations of 50% in Peru, 

70% in Bolivia, and as high as 94% in Venezuela living in poverty. Fave-

las, or slums, ring most large cities across the continent.   

 

The cocaine drug trade is a major influence on the continent, especially in 

the north. The trade involves billions of dollars every year, and leads to 

much of the corruption and violence within countries like Columbia and 

Brazil. 90% of the US cocaine comes from Columbia, and in countries 

like Columbia and Bolivia the cacao plant is far more profitable for farm-

ers to grow than any other type of crop, leaving them to decide between 

the production of an illegal drug or poverty.  

 

(Cont. on page 2) 
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The Mustard Seed and I have seen a lot of changes over the years.  From receiving all articles handwritten, 

then taking them to a friend to type them up, picking them up again, cutting up the typewritten columns and 

taping them on each page so they fit, adding ‘clip art’ here and there, taking them to a printer and picking up 

the finished product, evolving to the present time.  Now we use email for sending and receiving articles and 

pictures, correcting write-ups, and receiving the finished copy online. Yes, it has made it much easier. Many 

times over the last few years, I was traveling and still able to do my job from afar. Amazing in many ways! 

But now, it is someone else’s turn to experience the fun!  

 

There are so many people who have contributed in so many ways over the past years. Some wrote monthly 

columns faithfully. (Sometimes there were deadline problems!) Others contributed poems, pictures, articles 

and news that have made the Mustard Seed the newsletter that you’ve been reading.  

 

It is past time to say Thank You to all those who have been faithful contributors, readers and encouragers.  

Thank you to the pastors over the years for their support. Thank you to all of you who have offered great sug-

gestions. Thank you to each one who reads it.  Hopefully the Mustard Seed has been both fun and informative 

for you each month. 

 

Conrad Yutzy will be editing the Mustard Seed beginning with the October issue. Be sure to give him the sup-

port and encouragement that you have given me in the past. I am looking forward to seeing all the good things 

he will bring to this vital church newsletter. 

 

God bless you all. 

Shirley Hochstedler    

From the Editor 
Shirley Hochstedler 

(Moments in Mission, cont. from page 1) 

 

Drug lords hold incredible power in the places they 

operate, because of their ruthless tactics and vast 

wealth. Unfortunately, there isn’t an easy solution to 

this devastating cycle, because addiction isn’t easy 

to break, and power isn’t easily relinquished.   

 

One country that is dealing with unique and cata-

strophic circumstances is Venezuela. At the end of 

the 1990’s Hugo Chavez was elected president and 

set up a government designed to keep power. For the 

last 10 years as the price of oil fell, the economy of 

Venezuela tanked, leading to an economic and social 

crisis today that is deeper even than the Great De-

pression. Chavez, and his successor, Maduro, have 

refused to acknowledge the depth of the crisis, and 

have brutally crushed any opposition to their re-

gimes. The country imports the majority of their  

 

 

food supply, and the government has controlled that 

supply, to the detriment of the citizens, at times  

making the receipt of food dependent on political 

support of Maduro. It is common to see pictures of 

people digging through the garbage for food scraps, 

since so many people can’t afford the price of what 

little food makes it onto the shelves of stores.   

 

While there are many things to pray for in South 

America: the corruption, the drug trade, the syncre-

tism of ancient beliefs with Catholicism, and the vast 

poverty, we can also praise God because the Church 

is growing across the continent, and has much to 

teach us about what it means to live out a faith that 

is active and vibrant in the midst of difficult circum-

stances.   
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Prayers For a New Year 
In Pursuit, Dawn Wyse 

I had plans for this article.  I knew the direction I 

was going to take.  It was going to include input 

from a number of people from KMC.  I rarely plan a 

couple of weeks in advance for writing the Mustard 

Seed and for good reason: God always changes my 

plans. But this time I knew . . . I just knew what I 

was going to do! (Does anyone else hear God chuck-

ling?)  He knew from square one it wasn’t going to 

happen . . . at least not the way I plotted it all out in 

my mind, because He knew what was coming.  Well, 

I’ve had one more lesson in “Dawn needs to let God 

make the plans”.  I wonder how many more lessons 

it’s going to take?  

  

What I had planned was that I was going to contact 

the heads of all of the committees at church and ask 

them to tell me what prayers they would like the 

people of the church to be praying for the coming 

church year . . . what vision had God placed on their 

hearts that needed prayer support to get off the 

ground?  It was going to be so good!  Then the winds 

came, the lights went out, and I’ve been playing 

catch up at work ever since.  So here I sit, fully ex-

pecting God to give me the words. He’s done it be-

fore and I can trust Him.  

  

To be honest, most of us need a fresh start about 

now, or at least a breath of fresh air, and I think the 

start of the new church year could be just what we 

need.  You see, nothing can stop the church unless 

the church allows it to.  Now that doesn’t mean that 

the church won’t need to change when things like 

COVID-19 happens, but it does mean that I com-

pletely believe with no doubt at all that God gives us 

all the provision we need to adapt in order to func-

tion in 100% capacity to do what He intends us to 

do.  However, we have to be willing to adapt as He 

leads us to adapt.  That’s the hard part . . . being will-

ing.  But how do we know what He wants us to do?  

I would say time with God is the answer. (Prayer, 

Bible reading with God leading you through it, medi-

tation, fasting, etc.)  But today, I am feeling led to 

share a bit about prayer and, in particular, prayer for 

Kalona Mennonite Church.  

  

Quite a few years ago I started praying for growth at 

KMC.  Not just growth in numbers, but I have felt a 

desire to pray for growth in obedience, growth in 

spiritual disciplines, growth in Kalona’s ability to 

see God’s glory through KMC, growth in repent-

ance, growth in desire to be in  

God’s Word, growth in vision, growth in faith and 

the list goes on and on.  It’s like when I felt like I 

had an exhaustive list, God would throw another one 

in the mix.  But it’s not so much what I prayed for 

KMC that is the point.  What I want you to grasp is 

that the more I prayed for KMC the more I loved 

KMC and the people.  The second thing to note is 

that the more I prayed for KMC, the more I heard 

God whisper to me what else He desired for me to 

pray for KMC.  The prayers deepened my ability to 

recognize God’s voice and my ability to love those 

for whom I prayed.  2 Corinthians 9:14 tells us that 

praying for people creates a bond.  I testify that has 

been true for me.  

 

This week I skimmed through various sections of the 

Bible hunting for prayers.  There was a curiosity in 

me wanting to know what I should be praying but I 

haven’t been.  It is amazing how I  have managed to 

be in church as long as I have (My kids keep telling 

me how old I am) and missed out on incorporating 

more of the prayers I’ve seen in the Bible into my 

prayer life.  It feels like a missed opportunity, but 

now that it’s in my sights, I want to work on growing 

in this area.  

 

Here is a small sampling of the things I want to add 

to my prayer life: 1. Boldness to speak  

God’s word (Acts 4, Ephesians 6)  2. Spirit of wis-

dom and revelation in the knowledge of God 

(Ephesians 1)  3. Rooted and firmly established in 

love (Ephesians 3) 4. Filled with knowledge of 

God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding 

(Colossians 1)  5. Strengthened with all power 

(Colossians 1) 6. Heart blameless in holiness 

(1Thessalonians 3)  7. Blessing, protection, favor, 

peace (Numbers 6)   

 

(Cont. on page 4)  
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In Pursuit, cont. from page 3) 

 

It amazed me to note how boldly God’s people 

prayed.  Plus, it gave me pause that not only did 

they pray boldly, but God had those prayers placed 

in His Word so we, His people, would see those 

prayers.  It makes me squirm a little when I think of 

so many of my weenie prayers, times when I felt 

pulled to pray more boldly, but I couldn’t bring my-

self to do it.  Praise God, He still deems me worthy 

of discipline so that I may learn from my errors, let 

Him correct my direction and grow closer to Him.  

God is so good!  

  

As for KMC’s new church year, I know God has 

amazing plans for KMC, but are we going to allow 

His Presence to work?  Are we going to adapt in the 

ways He asks us to adapt?  Are we going to pray 

boldly for His plans? Or are we not?  It’s a decision 

we each will make, either intentionally or uninten 

 

 

tionally.  I choose to start this church year with 

prayer.  I will pray for God-driven growth, in any 

direction He guides me to pray. (Which I can only 

do if I listen for Him as I pray).  I encourage you to 

open to the back of your church directory and pray 

for the different areas of the church rosters. (I’d also 

add the search committee and the future leadership 

to that list).  Pray that they will see God’s vision for 

KMC.  Pray that they will step out boldly towards 

where God is leading.  Pray for wisdom in the Spir-

it.  Just pray and don’t be surprised to see your love 

for KMC to grow and to hear His voice leading 

you. We may see our plans change, but God’s not 

surprised.  God’s got a good plan for KMC!  Let’s 

believe in His plans together!   

 

As always, in pursuit…… 
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Congratulations! 
 

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life 
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 
            

Happy Birthday to:  
 

September 1 ~  John Wallerich 
September 13 ~ Mary Ellen Miller 
September 21 ~ David Butterbaugh 
 

Anniversary Congratulations to: 
 

September 11 ~ John and Julie Gingerich ~ 55 years 

“Your church needs you … you are a vital part of your church. If you aren’t partici-

pating there and using your gifts, then the church is less than what it could be.” 

Lauren Chandler 



It’s hard to believe that the summer season is 

winding down! Whether you have been taking 

trips, getting together with friends and family 

closer to home or accomplishing some sort of pro-

ject, it’s always fun to hear what some of you 

have been up to! 

 

Jim and Sandy Gingerich, along with their family, 

spent a week at Ozark Lake, MO in July to com-

memorate and celebrate their 50th anniversary. 

The week-long vacation included lots of time on 

the water, playing games, putt-putt, go-cart racing 

and en-

joying 

fellow-

ship 

with 

each 

other. 

Those 

enjoying 

the time 

together 

with Jim 

& Sandy 

were 

their 

children and grandchildren: Greg & AlidaLee, 

Beth, Erica, Aaron, Jolene, Taylor, Cameron & 

Brooklyn.  RidgeLee & AshLee (Greg’s children) 

were not able to get away from their work obliga-

tions. Way to celebrate a couple and family lega-

cy well worth celebrating, Gingerich family! 

 

Those of you who have ever been involved with 4

-H know that 

it is a year-

long invest-

ment of plan-

ning, work-

ing, and 

recordkeep-

ing before 

you show up 

at the fair 

with your projects. It’s a way to grow and learn in 

so many areas.  A couple of families from KMC 

were recently able to put that hard work on dis-

play at their 

local county 

fair for the 

project judg-

es and oth-

ers to see. 

Matt and 

Kim Bren-

neman’s 

kids love their cattle and that’s exactly what they 

put their efforts into this 

year at the Iowa County 

Fair. Matthew showed a 

heifer, Ellie showed a 

steer, and Bronwyn 

showed both a steer and 

a heifer.  At the Wash-

ington County Fair, it 

was Tim and Hanna 

McDowell’s kids who 

put the work in. Erica 

showed horses and goats, 

Alyssa showed horses, 

and Brett showed rabbits and goats. Some of you 

may have seen the photo of Brett that was cap-

tured in 

the 

Wash-

ington 

Journal 

titled 

“A boy 

and his 

goat”! 

Ask 

these kids about the details of their projects and 

how they did at the fair! 

(Cont. on page 6) 
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What’s Happening!!! 
Betsy Schillerstrom 



(What’s Happening, Cont. from page 5) 

 

The KMC senior high youth group took a service trip 

to Camp Lewtana out by Lewistown, Montana July 24th 

through August 2nd. Twenty-one youth along with Josh 

Lundberg, Robin Schrock, Raine Hathaway, Joel 

Schillerstrom and myself made the trip together. Dean, 

the camp maintenance and grounds facilitator, who was 

in charge of us when we got there, expected a lot and 

he made that clear to all of us right from the start. He 

also said 

that after 

putting the 

work in, 

we would 

take some 

time to 

enjoy 

some of 

what MT 

had to offer. Everyone worked hard doing such things 

as leading a church service, painting outdoor 

campground structures, staining cabins and decks, 

clearing brush, hand dig-

ging a gas-line trench, 

servicing camp vehicles, 

and building outhouses.  

About mid- afternoon, we 

would stop working and 

Dean personally took us 

to local areas to have 

some fun and enjoy the 

beauty of the area. We 

hiked up mountains, 

crawled through caves, 

tubed down creeks, hiked 

to a waterfall and drank 

from the start of a natural 

spring! It was great to see 

the natural beauty from 

outside of a tourist trap! 

Dean’s motto of “work hard, play hard” rang true that 

week! Dean came across as tough at first, but through-

out the 

week he 

not only 

knew all 

of our 

names, 

but 

made an 

effort to 

know us 

as individuals as well. When Dean got to talking, we  

 

 

were all intrigued by what he had to say! Some free 

time was either spent  playing 

games with the young camp-

ers, interacting with the camp 

counselors or playing our 

own games of smash face or 

hammerschlagen.  You will 

have to ask the kids about 

those games! Evenings were 

spent around a campfire with 

everyone sharing their brick 

(negative) and balloon 

(positive) from that day. Var-

ious people would also call 

someone out who they no-

ticed had done something that 

day that stood 

out as being 

helpful, en-

couraging or 

outstanding in 

some way. 

Josh would 

usually share 

some truths 

from God’s Word during this time as well. We grew 

closer to each other on many levels and an important 

decision 

was even 

made to 

follow 

Christ! 

Every 

day we 

were 

tired…

but in a 

good way. It was such an amazing week for the youth 

and all involved. Thank you so much for all of you who 

prayed for us, supported our fundraiser or made a dona-

tion. This trip will have a lasting impact! 

 

I have enjoyed doing this little “What’s Happening” 

portion in The Mustard Seed the past couple of years. 

My favorite part was visiting with you personally to 

find out your stories! With the busy harvest season 

coming upon us and extra care needed for aging par-

ents, I am making this my last go of writing this. 

Thanks for reading along! 
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KMC Youth Service Trip to Lewtana, Montana  


