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We have continued to meet twice a month, with the exception of August 
10th when the derecho hit and there wasn’t power. We are making 
progress and want to share with you where we are in the process. We 
have been working on filling out the Congregational Information Form 
which is the document that will be available for candidates to read 
and learn more about our congregation. We have also reviewed and 
tallied the results of the Congregation and Pastoral Priorities list that 
many of you filled out. There were 24 priorities listed. Here are the top 
6 priorities that were determined based on those who filled out the 
surveys (numbers 4 &5 were tied):

1. Pastor prepares and delivers Bible-based sermons

2. Pastor is actively involved in teaching Scripture and theology
for the purpose of equipping people to grow in their faith and
practice

3. Pastor spends time studying the Bible for the purpose of ministry

4. Pastor leads the church in proclaiming the good news in word and
deed, leading to individual growth, congregational growth, and/or
church planting

5. Pastor prioritizes important rituals of commitment, transition,
and healing with individuals, family, and congregation (infant
dedication, baptism, weddings, funerals, communion, foot-
washing, etc.)

6. Pastor fosters a discipleship culture in which members follow
Jesus in relationships of mutual accountability

This helpful information will be beneficial as the job description is 
created and as we think forward to the interviewing process. Thank 
you to those who took time to fill out the surveys. A summary of this 
information from the Congregation and Pastoral Priorities as well as the 
Congregational Information Form are the two documents we will be 
passing along to Central Plains so that our information can get out to 
candidates and we may begin to receive candidate names. 

We are also reviewing some of the information that was filled out 
in January on the questionnaire the Elders gave the congregation. 
These were open ended questions regarding the structure of pastoral 
leadership and pastoral duties, how to discern as a congregation and 
the search process, suggestions of potential candidates, and other 
comments. We will be reviewing these and determining where these 
suggestions may fit into the process. 

Our committee has been working very well together. We are 
appreciative of the process and the moments of humor we have in 
the midst of the seriousness of the charge we have been given. We 
appreciate your prayers for our committee as well as for Josh and our 
future pastor. 

Search Committee Update
by Stacy Ropp Miller on behalf of the Search Committee
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Worshippers dip their fingers in the water of the baptismal font and make 
the sign of a cross as they enter into the sanctuary.  A young mother lifts up 
her young daughter, just learning how to walk, and helps her run her 
fingers through the water while the mother whispers tenderly in her ear 
“Remember your baptism.”   This is my recollection of a word picture I 
read in a book called “Liturgy of the Ordinary” by Tish Harrison Warren. 
It made a big impression on me.  I found myself rolling the picture 
around in my head.  It amazes me that it fascinated me so much, 
because I’m not much on ceremony or ritual.  Not that I have anything 
against them, but I wouldn’t say they are a priority for me.  Yet I 
couldn’t let go of this picture so I let it roll around my head, repeatedly 
considering the words, “Remember your baptism”.

A few nights later, I woke up several times and each time I had a 
different scene from the Bible on my mind and then the words, 
“Remember your baptism”.   The scenes appeared to be connected 
with a common thread.  This has never happened to me before and even 
now I am amazed.  That next day I did my best to write down the scripture 
placed on my mind each time I awoke. (Really kicking myself for not writing it 
down at the time.)  God was gracious and helped me compile a list  . . . with a 
couple more added in once I started. Then I spent a few days looking up these 
scriptures and praying for the ability to see what He wanted to show me.  Now 
I will try to stay out of God’s way and write what He desires to be written.

The thread appears to be water.  In Genesis 1 we read of the Spirit of God 
hovering over the waters.  Then the waters are separated.  There are waters 
over the expanse and waters under the expanse (the expanse being the sky).  
Psalm 148:4 refers to these waters above the heavens.  My footnotes tell me 
these waters were considered to be from where God brought rain to water the 
earth.  God’s word was likened to rain in Isaiah 55:10-11 “For just as rain and 
snow fall from heaven and do not return there without saturating the earth 
and making it germinate and sprout, and providing seed to sow and food to 
eat,  so my word that comes from my mouth will not return to me empty, but it 
will accomplish what I please and will prosper in what I send it to do.” So when 
you see the rain, consider the fruitfulness of God’s Word. . . REMEMBER YOUR 
BAPTISM

Genesis 2:10 says, “A river went out from Eden to water the garden. From there 
it divided and became the source of four rivers.” The river coming from Eden 
not only watered the garden but became the source of water for four other 
rivers which in turn provided water for other lands.  We have seen this summer 
how important water is to growth.  When you think of this river flowing from 
Eden providing for many . . .REMEMBER YOUR BAPTISM

The story of Noah and the flood is one that most of us know.  Just think of 
the amount of water it would take to cover the earth.  Mourn the loss of life.  
Then consider the deep love God had to have for all of us.  He knew the exact 
number that would never have the opportunity to choose relationship with Him 
without the flood.  God washing away a threat to our salvation with a flood and 
with the ark protecting Noah who was righteous. Noah and his family became 
our chance at relationship with God.  Whenever you read of Noah and his 
righteousness, thank God and . . .REMEMBER YOUR BAPTISM

Remember Your Baptism
by Dawn Wyse
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Think of the Red Sea protecting the Israelites.  Think of the rocks that 
provided water for the Israelites when they were thirsty. (Just consider 
how much water that would be.  There were a lot of Israelites . . .not to 
mention their livestock.)  Think of how God used Elijah to pray prayers 
to stop and start the rain, all in order to help people to see God.  Think 
of Ezekiel 47 and the water flowing from the threshold of the temple 
going from a trickle to a full out river providing food and healing and 
life.  Think of these things and . . .REMEMBER YOUR BAPTISM

Turn to the New Testament and consider how the accounts ofJesus’s 
baptism always report the presence of all three parts of the Trinity.  This 
puts three exclamation points to the importance of baptism.  Baptism 
marked the start of Jesus’ ministry of sacrifice in order to save us. If 
baptism is important to God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit don’t you think you should  . . . REMEMBER YOUR BAPTISM

Think of Jesus turning water to wine, walking on water, offering the 
woman at the well living water, calming the storm, the blind man 
washing the mud from his eyes and the list goes on.  REMEMBER YOUR 
BAPTISM

Think of the story of the rich man and Lazarus.  When the rich man 
was in hell what was the one thing he asked for?  A drop of water.  It 
seems to me that the only water in heaven would be living water. What 
should we thirst for?  Consider this the next time you take a drink . . . 
REMEMBER YOUR BAPTISM

I find it interesting in John 10:40-42 we are told that Jesus returned 
to the place where John had been baptizing.  Do you think He was 
remembering His baptism?  Was He considering all the things that 
would be placed in scripture to show us the importance of living water 
which only He can provide?  After all He is the Word.  Then He offers 
Himself up on the cross in order to save us and out from His body pours 
water and blood.  Was this foreshadowed by the water turned to wine at 
Canaan?  I don’t know, but as I ponder these things I can . . . REMEMBER 
MY BAPTISM

Revelation 22 once again, like Genesis and Ezekiel, tells us of the river of 
life coming from the throne of God and the Lamb.  We see a beautiful 
picture of how the river provides fruit and healing.  Two things each of 
us greatly need in our life . . . especially, I would say, in our spiritual lives.  
However, I noticed for the first time this week that in Revelation 22:17 it 
is not only God who is calling the thirsty to come and drink freely.  But it 
is God and the bride who is calling.  As a true bride of Christ the church 
will call others to satisfy their thirst in the living water because they . . . 
REMEMBER THEIR BAPTISM

We all need God’s living water.  He has filled His Word with a thread 
from beginning to end of countless references to His living water so 
we can not deny that God desires for us to have an unquenching thirst 
for it.  He shows us the value of the living water repeatedly.  He doesn’t 
want us to miss out.  God desires for us to partake of His living waters.  
If this is God’s will, we need to make every effort to allow ourselves to 
be drawn to the water and. . . REMEMBER OUR BAPTISM

As always, in pursuit

Remember Your Baptism (continued)
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This month I am returning to the African continent, this time to the region 
known as the Horn of Africa. Countries in this region are: Central African 
Republic, Chad, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Seychelles, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda. The northern end of this region is arid 
and dry, while moving south, the landscape turns to savannah and jungle. 
The Red Sea and Indian Ocean sit to the east of these nations, providing 
a fishing industry for the countries with access.

As I’ve written these articles this year, I have continued to find it 
challenging to condense all that I learn in my research to a few 
paragraphs. Each region, and each country within that region, has 
complex issues that are difficult to communicate comprehensively in a 
few sentences. That said, I will try once again this month to sum up what 
makes this region unique, and to communicate both the most important 
ways we can pray, and also the ways God is at work, even amidst those 
challenges. 

Like other parts of Africa, most of the nations in this region have 
experienced decades of war and violence. The result is 100s of thousands 
of people being displaced, either internally, or across national borders. 
Those numbers are staggering, but I was reminded as I researched 
that those numbers represent individuals, just like you and I, who have 
the same basic hopes and dreams we do. Mothers, fathers, sons and 
daughters, all with a desire to live life in the best way they know how. 
Also, in some countries the people who flee do so because they are 
Christians, and that makes them family in the same way we are a family 
here at Kalona Mennonite. Beyond displacement, some other aftereffects 
of all the conflict include destruction of the infrastructure, and deep 
trauma, experienced especially by the most vulnerable: women and 
children. Rape, mutilation and child abductions (either for soldiers or sex 
slaves) are used as weapons of war. 

Other issues that are generally felt across the region include widespread 
corruption, at both a national and local level. Tied to that is the foreign 
aid that floods into the continent, that far too often doesn’t make it to 
those most in need. Especially in this region, radical Islamic groups are 
attempting to take greater power, and enforce Sharia law. Challenges 
specifically in the church include the threat of sycretism of tribalistic 
religions with Christianity, and the desperate need for solid leadership 
training. 

Some specific issues that you may have heard of: the region of Darfur, in 
Sudan, has become a byword for tragedy and state-sanctioned genocide; 
and Somalia is basically in a state of anarchy, and because of that, is a 
haven for groups and people seeking to do evil. 

God at work in the 
Horn of Africa
by Erica Hostetler
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BUT! 

There is cause for praise in this region as well. The Church has had a 
home in countries like Ethiopia for centuries, and the continent of Africa 
now boasts the largest evangelical population of any continent. The 
African church stands as a defender of traditional, biblically-based faith, 
and has an important role to play in holding the Western Church to 
account for the relativism creeping into our beliefs. Kenya, specifically, 
is known as a hub for missions, training and ministry in the region. Even 
in a nation like Somalia, people are turning to Jesus at incredible cost, 
and while what government they have might deny it, Somalia is no 
longer 100% Muslim. If your interest is sparked by this region, I would 
recommend reading the country profiles in “Operation World”, which is 
in our church library. Two other books that would give a picture of life in 
this region are: “Kisses From Katie”, written by Katie Davis (which is also 
in our church  library) and “To Stop A Warlord”, by Shannon Sedgwick 
Davis.

None of us may be able to travel to the Horn of Africa to share in the 
work God is doing, but we have been given a unique opportunity in our 
own backyard to reach out to the unreached from that region, in the form 
of immigrants and refugees coming to Iowa City. From Sudan alone, there 
are over 800 families in the Iowa City/Coralville area. There is another 
group about that size, of Congolese immigrants. Within the Sudanese 
group, 3 families are Christian and rest are Muslim. Beyond the simple 
things of kind interactions as we cross paths in our daily lives, I do have 
some connections to this community, if anyone is interested in more 
direct interaction and ministry.

As you may have noticed, the What’s Happening section is in need of a 
writer. I’m sure there are LOTS of things happening, we just really need 
that special person who know those things are and is willing put in down 
on paper (or type it). If anyone has ANY interest at all in writing the 
What’s Happening section, please let me [Conrad] or Janice Hostetler 
know. 

God at work in the Horn of Africa (continued)

What’s Happening?
by...Maybe You?
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Periodically, as in any library, all books within the library must be looked 
through and any that have not been checked out within the past five 
years should be culled out. This excludes Classics, reference &amp; 
history books.

It has been a few years since our library books were culled/weeded. As 
we continue to place new books into our library, the need has come up to 
‘weed’ out books of disinterest to make room for new books.

Beginning in October these ‘weeded’ books will be on a table in the foyer 
and offered to anyone that is interested in adding to their home library 
or looking for resource book for themselves or a friend. These books are 
available to you FREE, however, if you would like to make a donation 
towards new material for our church library, a jar will be on the table for 
that purpose. Since there are LOTS of books that will be available, the 
table of books will be added to weekly so ‘shop’ often.

Several new books have been added to our library that will be sure to 
interest you.

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver, is a story told by the wife 
and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who 
takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with 
them everything they believe they will need from home, but soon find 
that all of it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously transformed 
on African soil. What follows is a suspenseful epic of one family’s tragic 
undoing and remarkable reconstruction over the course of three decades 
in postcolonial Africa. (Christian Book Store review)

The Cross and the Switchblade by David Wilkerson - They were the 
toughest, most hopeless kids that New York City had to offer---gang 
members, drug addicts, runaways, and prostitutes. Until a young rural 
pastor from Pennsylvania arrived on their turf and started preaching the
message of God’s love and forgiveness on the street corners. (Christian 
Book Store review)

Understanding Your Greif – Ten Essential Touchstones for Finding Hope 
and Healing Your Heart by Alan D Wolfelt - Explaining the important 
difference between grief and mourning, this book explores every 
mourner’s need to acknowledge death and embrace the pain of loss. Also
explored are the many factors that make each person’s grief unique and 
the many normal thoughts and feelings mourners might have.

Meet Me At The Olive Tree – Stories of Jews and Arabs reconciled to 
the Messiah by Julia Fisher - Based on The Olive Tree series of radio 
programs, the individual stories of Jewish believers and Arab/Palestinian 
Christians featured in this book present the reader with a dilemma; how 
to reconcile what is broadcast through the news channels with what God 
is doing in Israel and the West Bank today. (Barnes & Noble review)

Library News
by Sandy Gingerich




