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The Search Committee continues to meet twice monthly. We have completed the 
Congregational Information Form and the Pastoral Priorities. In preparation to turn these 
into Susan Janzen at Central Plains Mennonite Conference she asked us to come up 
with a list of our top descriptive words of the pastor we are looking for. Words that 
could potentially be used in a job advertisement. We spent an October meeting reviewing and 
brainstorming what those specific words may be based on survey feedback and the tasks and 
characteristics that were part of Scott’s job. We also plan to spend some time looking at various 
job descriptions and titles as we move forward. The Elders will create a job title and description, 
which will also eventually be passed along to Susan Janzen. Once Susan has our Congregational 
Information Form, Pastoral Priorities, top descriptive words, and job title we will be able to begin 
receiving MLI’s (Ministerial Leadership Information forms) which potential candidates fill out when 
they are seeking a pastoral position. We will continue to keep you informed as we move on in the 
process. 

Please continue to keep us in your prayers. We have found the survey results to be very helpful 
and yet also point out the differences among us. Differences are a good thing, but also reinforce 
the idea that no decision will ever please everyone. We ask that you pray for the Holy Spirit to 
move us in the direction we are to go and that we as a search committee and congregation will 
listen and follow.

Search Committee Update
by Stacy Ropp Miller on behalf of the Search Committee

This year at Kalona Mennonite, the month of November is Missions Month! I’m so excited to get to 
hear from people, both from our congregation and from beyond, who have served the Lord around 
the world. 

As I have been thinking and praying about this month, my main prayer has been that each one of us 
would get excited about all the ways God is at work around the world. And as we get excited, I pray 
that each of us would be encouraged to be bold about sharing the gospel right where we are. 

Throughout the month we will be given opportunities to give financially to support various people. I 
know finances can be tight at times, especially during the pandemic when work might have changed, 
but all I ask is that each of us be willing to pray about how God might be asking us to support those 
who share. I am convinced that every one of us is called to share in the responsibility of spreading the 
gospel to the ends of the earth (see Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8) and if we can’t go to the people 
on the other side of the world, surely we can offer what we have been given to make it possible for 
others to go. 

I can’t wait to hear all the stories of what God is doing around the world, and I hope you will enjoy all 
that we’ve planned.

A correction from last month: I wasn’t very clear in my article last month when I wrote about the 
Horn of Africa, and I take full responsibility. I am not actually traveling to that region, although I would 
absolutely love it if I could! I only meant that in my articles for the Mustard Seed I am circling back 
around to the continent of Africa to spotlight another region. I’m so sorry about the confusion!

November is Missions Month
by Erica Hostetler
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It has been a challenging time for me emotionally and spiritually for a 
while now.  It’s hard to describe, because spiritually God has shown me 
some amazing things about Himself and I have felt such incredible joy and 
peace at various times when I have sought out His presence.  Praise God 
for how generous He is with His blessings.  However, at other times I have 
felt the darkness of feeling like I am failing, not measuring up, and not 
having a true place where I am both wanted and have value.  In a way, 
it is a crazy rollercoaster . . . where some of the time you are ecstatic at 
being part of the experience and other times you just want off.  It has 
led me to wonder where I belong, causing me at times to overly push 
to find a way to fit in and other times wanting to throw in the towel and 
not try at all.  Neither of these options are healthy or in line with the purpose 
God has for each one of us.  So how do we find our purpose in life?  What is 
our mission/calling?  Or do we even have one?

Let’s start at the beginning.  Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created . . .”  
We were created by God.  To look around at the world it seems obvious that 
God didn’t just create things willy nilly.   God created things in amazingly 
intricate detail.  There is no reason to not believe the same is true when He 
created you.  2 Timothy 1:9 tells us: “ He has saved us and called us with a 
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose 
and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.” So if 
you believe the Bible is true and I absolutely do, then each one of us was 
given a holy calling before time began.  Isn’t that astounding it?  Be sure to 
note that this calling is according to His own purpose . . . His purpose . . . not 
our purpose . . . not someone’s else’s idea of your purpose . . . ONLY God’s 
purpose.  Not only this but if you look at Romans 11:29 you will see that 
God’s gifts and calling are irrevocable. That means that God created us for a 
particular purpose and nothing we do is going to change that.  God wants us 
to do what He created us to do . . . period.  A little scary, isn’t it?

Yes, it is scary, but we must remember He didn’t create us to do things alone.  
Moses was scared to speak, but in Exodus 4, God tells Mose He will teach 
him how to speak.  Noah was created to build a huge boat over 100 years, 
but God gave Noah the instructions and guess who shut the door?  Check 
out Genesis 7:16 if you don’t know.  John 15 tells us how we are to abide in 
the vine and that He is the vine.  Beth Moore in her book, Chasing Vines 
states, “Jesus wants to shift your insecurities so that you will abide in Him 
alone, not in other people, places and things.  He knows those things are 
bereft of the power to anchor, oxygenate, and animate you the way the Spirit 
does.”  Think about it.  Jesus told the disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit to 
fill them.  They weren’t to act on their calling without the power of God, the 
Holy Spirit within them and neither are we.  We were never intended to fulfill 
our calling/mission on our own power.  Nothing and no one can empower us 
the way we were created to be empowered other than God, the Holy Spirit.

My Mission and Yours
by Dawn Wyse
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So how does this calling thing work?  I wish I could say I totally 
understand it, but I can’t.  However, I will share some thoughts.  2 Peter 
1:10 tells us to “make every effort to confirm your calling and election, 
because if you do these things you will never stumble.” Then Ephesians 
4:1 urges us to “live worthy of the calling you have received.” These 
verses appear to confirm we not only have a calling on our lives but 
that we also have the ability to know what it is and to live it out.  But 
how do we know what it is?  It seems to me that we need to start with 
God and His Word.  Spend time in His Word and spend time talking 
with God and especially listening for His guidance and He will teach 
you just as willingly and faithfully as He was at teaching Moses how to 
speak. It seems more and more obvious to me as each year goes by 
that spending time in God’s presence is the best answer.

Galatians 5:22-23 talks about the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.) 
These are fruit of the Spirit.  If you have accepted Christ as your Savior 
then the Holy Spirit lives in you and therefore, the fruit of the Spirit is in 
you.  Now, that doesn’t mean that fruit is fully mature and ripe in you, 
but it does exist there.  It would seem to me that a part of each one of 
our callings is to develop this fruit.  Now some of us may have a green 
thumb with some of the varieties of the fruit over others.  Goodness 
knows I struggle mightily with joy, but I know for a fact some of you 
excel greatly with that particular fruit.  But I must remind myself often 
that the Holy Spirit has put joy in me and to do my part in making that 
joy more fruitful. It is a comfort to me that God placed all components 
of the fruit of the Spirit in me.  It shows me that He believes that I have 
the capacity with His help to bring them to maturity.

Ephesians 4 talks of God, the Son’s gifts.  These gifts are listed as 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers.  Ephesians 
explains to us that these gifts have the purpose of equipping the 
saints for the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son growing 
into maturity with a stature measured by Christ’s fullness.  We are not 
all given these gifts, but the church needs each of these gifts in order 
to mature, be fruitful and multiply.  For us, as the church, we need 
every one of us to be fully equipped for the mission/calling God places 
on all of our lives.  (Note that being a missionary for God doesn’t have 
to mean going anywhere.  Missions can happen anywhere . . . though 
we must be willing to go where His calling/mission on our lives directs 
us to go.) I am so thankful that God has given these gifts to the church 
to equip us.  Now I pray these gifts will be put to full use.

Romans 12 talks of God, the Father’s gifts.  These gifts are listed as 
prophecy, service, teaching, exhorting, giving, leading and showing 
mercy.  Romans tells us that the purpose of these gifts are so that 
we that are many are one body in Christ.  We each have an individual 
calling and we are given the gifts we need to fulfill that calling, but we 
must remember that it takes every member of the body to fulfill their 
calling so that the larger calling of the church will be able to reach 
its full potential. We need to encourage every single member of the 
church in their gifts and calling/mission.  That is how God’s calling on 
the church produces fruit and multiplies.

My Mission and Yours (continued)



5
Kalona Mennonite Church
October 2020

My Mission and Yours (continued)

I Corinthians talks of God, the Holy Spirit’s gifts.  These gifts are listed 
as wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, performing miracles, prophecy, 
distinguishing between spirits, and different kinds of tongues.  It states that 
the purpose of these gifts is for the common good.  It is in our best interest 
that people within the church have these gifts.  Each of these gifts has a 
role to play in the health of the church.  But it does no good if these gifts 
aren’t being used.  It is a burden on my heart that too many in the church do 
not believe they have a gift from God to put to use.  Or worse yet, too many 
don’t believe that these gifts even exist.  However, God’s word tells us the 
truth and we need to always cling to the truth of God’s word.

“Just as each one has received a gift, use it to serve others, as good 
stewards of the varied grace of God.” I Peter 4:10  God doesn’t give us gifts 
so they can sit on a shelf.  He gives them so we can use them for His divine 
purpose.  Note the words ‘as each one has received a gift’.  Don’t tell me 
you don’t have a gift.  That is insulting to the generous God who created 
you and equipped you intentionally for a purpose that will both build up 
the church and glorify God beyond your wildest imagination.  You have a 
gift.  Here is a thought.  The gift God has given you is the very best gift for 
you.  We all need to quit being jealous of and envious of other people’s 
gifts and thinking that our gift isn’t as special or needed as someone else’s 
gift. Instead we need to be thanking and praising God for giving these gifts 
given to the body of Christ. We must remember that God knows us best 
and He is the best gift giver that exists. God knows exactly what we need 
to reach our very best potential. (Which by the way is beyond our wildest 
imagination. Ephesians 3:20)  God will be most pleased with us when we 
exercise the gift He gave us, not when we strive to receive a gift He never 
intended for us.  Plus we need to be continually cheering each other on in 
both their individual gifts and callings.  That is a vital function of the church.

Be careful to not expend your energies on things that are not associated 
with your calling on your life.  One, because you will need that energy for 
what God has actually called you to do.  And two, you may be working in 
an area which is someone else’s calling.  Your ‘yes’ to something could very 
well be stunting someone else’s growth in their calling or gift.  Neither of 
these things will please God and they have the potential to harm the overall 
health of the body of Christ.  Who really wants a knee trying to do the 
precision work of the hand? Or a hand trying to do the work of the knee?  
God always has and always will know what is best.  If we will only just allow 
Him to lead, then He will supernaturally empower us, both individually and 
as the body of Christ.

I believe all this to be true.  Yet I must admit I am currently struggling to 
define my calling and it is making me feel a bit like an orphan at times . . . 
not sure where I belong or if I belong.  However, I am deciding to believe 
that God will reveal it to me if I am only willing to listen and watch for His 
leading.  Please, I beg you to identify your calling and gifts that God has 
placed on you.  Be ever so willing to follow your calling and use your gift.  If 
you will, don’t be afraid because God will be there with you teaching and 
empowering you every step of the way.  I am looking forward to seeing what 
mind blowing things God has in store for us as we all step out individually 
and as a community of believers in the calling/mission He has set before us. 
God is so good.  It’s going to be amazing! As always, in pursuit.



6
Kalona Mennonite Church
October 2020

Have you taken the opportunity to look through the books on the table 
in the foyer? There are still lots of wonderful books available for you to 
take and add to your home library. New books have been added weekly, 
so, continue to ‘shop’. I will take the table down during the first week of 
November and donate the rest of the books to Crowded Closet.

Lest We Forget by Alta Keiser, was written and published in 1995. Her 
son, John, recently donated a copy of the book to our church library. He 
shared that his mother couldn’t imagine who 
would be interested in reading about her life 
growing up in the 1920’s and 1930’s. Many of 
you will remember Alta and will recognize some 
of the people and places she writes about.

Mysteries of Martha’s Vineyard is a Guidepost 
series that we have in our library. We recently 
received a donation of 12 more books in the 
series. ‘Come to the shores of this quaint and 
historic island and dig in to a cozy mystery. 
When a recent widow inherits a lighthouse 
just off the coast of Massachusetts, she finds 
exciting adventures, new friends, and renewed 
hope.’

Library News
by Sandy Gingerich




