
Kalona Mennonite Church
December 2020

Page 4-5

Page 2-3

Praying For Europe
by Erica Hostetler

As I was researching this region, some overall trends emerged. Granted, 
these are only generalizations, and each country has their own unique 
set of challenges and history that you can spend more time on, if you so 
desire. However, I hope that these trends might give you a picture of the 
region, both for prayer and for praise.
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Wise Men Still Seek Him
by Dawn Wyse

One of my favorite memories of our time of being MYF sponsors is of Rodney 
Bender adamantly stating that he was going home and removing the wisemen 
from their nativity scene.  We had been walking through the Christmas story 
and comparing what scripture said versus what we thought was true and the 
thing that really struck him was that the wisemen weren’t there to see baby 
Jesus the night He was born.  It had been an evening of seeing how we need 
to actually be in scripture to know what is there.  Something for all of us to 
remember as we seek God.  
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This month for my article I am going to look at the region of Central and 
Eastern Europe. Countries include: Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Kosovo, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Russia, 
Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, and the Ukraine. Almost every one of these 
countries were located behind the Iron Curtain during the Cold War, and 
have been deeply shaped by those decades of Communist rule. And 
although these countries have history going back centuries, the national 
boundaries lines that exist today, are mostly new and still fragile in some 
places. These borders were at times formed without thought to the ethnic 
identities of the people living there, which in turn has caused tension and 
even outright civil war within nations.

As I was researching this region, some overall trends emerged. Granted, these 
are only generalizations, and each country has their own unique set of challenges 
and history that you can spend more time on, if you so desire. However, I hope 
that these trends might give you a picture of the region, both for prayer and for 
praise.

First, the fall of the Soviet Union opened the door to religious freedom across 
much of the region, and there was a flurry of activity as missionaries entered the 
region, and those who had lived under brutal persecution were given the freedom 
to openly express their faith. Radio and television programs were a huge part 
of this Gospel spread in the 1990s. However, this growth has stagnated now, 30 
years on, and the need is still great for Christian workers to spread the Gospel 
and to disciple the small and young Church across the region.

Second, in most countries to be ______ (pick an ethnicity) is to be Muslim/
Orthodox/Catholic/etc., which creates a resistance to the Gospel, or to new 
expressions of the Church, and also has led to ethnic tensions between people 
groups. Across the board, the vast majority of people are religiously nominal, and 
the repression of all religious expression under Communism has caused many 
people to now identify with a particular religion as part of their ethnicity. For 
instance, to be Polish is to be Catholic for a large majority of people. Or to be 
Albanian is to be Muslim, and to be Russian is to be Russian Orthodox.

Third, the economies of these countries vary wildly across the region. Central 
European countries, who have had access to the European Union, have more 
stabilized economies and better opportunities for jobs and access to better 
healthcare and way of life, as compared to some countries further east, whose 
economies are in shambles due to war, and corruption within the government. 
Especially in the Balkans and near Russia, organized criminal organizations 
control a major portion of the economy. Depressed economies lead to human 
trafficking, especially women trafficked for sex, and the flow of human lives out of 
Eastern Europe to the West by human traffickers is a significant problem.

Praying for Europe
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Fourth, across the region the Romani people group, who are semi-nomadic 
gypsies, have proven very open to the Gospel and all over the region the 
Church is seeing many Romani coming to know Jesus. This people group is 
extremely difficult to number, and most times they are despised and poorly 
treated, and live close to, or under the poverty line. However, God is definitely 
moving among them, all across the region.

Finally, and most significantly, this region is marked by a hopelessness that 
is staggering. High suicide rates, high abortion rates, extremely low birth 
rates, the spread of HIV/Aids, large numbers of people abusing drugs, high 
unemployment rates which leads to a brain drain from the region, and the 
spread of Western secularism that leads to immorality and godlessness 
all point to people living without hope. With us celebrating Advent this 
month, the contrast between this hopelessness and our own hope in Christ 
was striking to me. We have been given such hope in Christ! And He is 
the light and hope of the world, and can bring change and faith back to a 
region that centuries ago stood as a bulwark of faith in the world.

Join me this month in praying for Central and Eastern Europe. Pray for the 
believers in these nations who are trying to be faithful to Jesus in the midst of 
darkness and hard hearts. Pray that believers would mature in their faith, and 
that they would find creative ways to share the Gospel with those around them. 
Pray that God would move the hearts of those in government to create more 
just laws and to work for the good of all the people in their nations. Praise the 
Lord that the Church is growing in the midst of difficulty and among unreached 
people groups.

Jan Heindel, who shared with us on November 22, asked that we pray in 
these ways for her: “Language ability as it’s challenging to do pastoral and 
discipleship types of ministry at a heart level in a second language; Czechs’ 
openness to move beyond logical and head knowledge to a deeper experience 
of Jesus; Perseverance and energy in a culture that is very reserved and 
requires a majority of the initiation in relationship coming from me.”

She shared this story with me of God working through her: “I met a girl, 
Lucie, at English camp a few years ago. She is not a Believer but we seemed 
to connect a bit and I spent time with her over the following year in various 
capacities: running a 5k together, her coming to a Thanksgiving party, meeting 
up for coffee. She seemed to enjoy the Christian community and was curious 
about Jesus, so at one point I gave her a Bible and encouraged her to read 
it, in particular the gospels, and let me know what she thought. But then we 
drifted apart and I didn’t have communication with her until last month, when 
I commented on a photo of hers on facebook and asked how she was. She 
wrote me a message that the previous day she had been with a friend who had 
asked her to read him a story from her Bible and she thought of me! I don’t 
know what God is doing in her now, but the fact that she has this Bible, it was 
noticed by a friend and they engaged it, encourages me. If nothing else, seeds 
are planted.”

(Europe continued)
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One of my favorite memories of our time of being MYF sponsors is of Rodney 
Bender adamantly stating that he was going home and removing the wisemen 
from their nativity scene.  We had been walking through the Christmas story 
and comparing what scripture said versus what we thought was true and the 
thing that really struck him was that the wisemen weren’t there to see baby 
Jesus the night He was born.  It had been an evening of seeing how we need 
to actually be in scripture to know what is there.  Something for all of us to 
remember as we seek God.  

Now not every version of the Bible calls the wisemen wisemen.  Some say 
kings.  Some say spiritual priests from the East.  Some say magi.  (And I will 
note that no version tells us how many wisemen there were, only that there 
was more than one.)  But my sons and husband like to think of them as the 
three wisemen because they like to call themselves ‘the three Wysemen’, 
even to the point that Ben got himself three Burger King crowns and the 
three of them arrived at the Christmas Eve service wearing them.  As for me, I lean 
more toward thinking of my sons and husband as ‘the three Wyseguys’.  However, I 
do like the idea of my Wysemen seeking God.

The concept of seeking has been on my mind.  At first I thought about the wisemen, 
seeking first the kingdom, the idea of ‘asking, seeking and knocking’, and other 
positive ways of seeking.  Then I pondered the concept of seeking in a bad way.  
Can we seek God in a bad way?  Now that thought made me pause.  I want to say 
that there is no bad way of seeking God.  I really do, but then I thought of times 
when my children would look for something, then come to me and tell me they had 
looked everywhere for something but it couldn’t be found.  So I would go look for 
the missing item and there it was in plain sight.  It was obvious that they hadn’t put 
any effort into searching for the missing item.  This led me to consider King Herod.

After the wisemen had visited Herod and didn’t come back to tell him where Jesus 
was, Herod sought out Jesus, not to know Him but to kill him.  Herod didn’t even 
care if anyone got hurt in the process.  He had all young boys in a certain age 
range killed in hopes of killing Jesus.  Herod sought Jesus to destroy.  The wisemen 
sought Jesus to worship Him.  Both were seeking, but their purposes were not the 
same.  (Matthew 2 tells this story.)

The Greek word for seek is ‘zeteo’.  The description goes something like this:  to 
seek (literal or figurative); specially (by Hebrew) to worship (God), or (in a bad 
sense) to plot (against life);-ask, endeavor, insist, look for, require, seek, strive, try

I was so surprised to see the words ‘worship’ and ‘plot’ in the definition of seek.  It 
totally bowled me over, but it also delighted me because it seemed to underline 
things that God appeared to be trying to show me as I had mulled over the concept 
of seeking.  As I was doing this God brought to my attention that one of the reasons 
Eve was drawn to the tree of knowledge was because it was desirable for obtaining 
wisdom.  Eve sought wisdom. (Gen. 3:6)  I was also reminded that there are signs 
that Adam and Eve didn’t want to leave God’s presence because they had to be 
driven out of Eden.  This is a stark contrast to how Cain willingly went out from the 
Lord’s presence in Genesis 4:16 and it breaks my heart every time I read it.  

Wise Men Still Seek Him
by Dawn Wyse
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We see in Genesis 11:4 the people building the tower of Babel in 
seeking to make a name for themselves.  Remember, the chief priests 
and scribes sought Jesus by paying Judas to show them where Jesus 
was.  Also,there is Simeon in Act 8:14-25 offering to pay the disciples in 
order to have the Holy Spirit.  He was seeking to have the power. Can 
you imagine any good coming out of seeking God by paying for Him?  
Lot’s wife couldn’t stand just looking forward to where God was taking 
them.  She just had to look back. She was not willing to seek what was 
being placed before her. (Gen. 19:26) Then there is Ahaziah in 2 Kings 1.

Now King Ahaziah is the son of King Ahab and Jezebel (two of the 
worst leaders ever), he is injured and wants to know if he will survive. 
So Ahaziah sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of 
Ekron, whether or not he would live.  Now God told Elijah to go 
and meet the messengers and say “Is it because there is no God in 
Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?  
Therefore, this is what the Lord says:  You will not get up from your 
sickbed; you will certainly die.”  Elijah told the messengers who then 
told Ahaziah.  Ahaziah then commands a captain and fifty men to 
bring Elijah to him.  This happens 3 times, twice the captain and his 
men are consumed by fire coming down from heaven.  The third 
captain had more respect for God and Elijah went with him to Ahaziah.  
But Ahaziah didn’t look at this as his chance to repent.  It was a gift 
God was offering to know that he would die because he was seeking 
Baal-zebub and not God.  Ahaziah was seeking a god, but not the God 
and his seeking in a sinful way caused many men to die.

God’s Word does show us bad ways of seeking, but it is overflowing 
with testimonies overflowing of people seeking God in good ways.  In 
Mark 5 we are told of a woman who had been bleeding for 12 years 
who risked everything just to touch Jesus’s hem.  There is Simeon and 
Anna in Luke 2, anxiously awaiting the Messiah all their lives.  Hannah, 
in 1 Samuel 1-2, seeking God for her heart’s desire.  She sought out 
God with the deep pain inside her.  Moses built a tent of meeting 
(Exodus 33:1-11) in order to have a place to go to intentionally seek 
God and Joshua spent a lot of time there which may be the reason 
that Joshua was given some details on how to seek God well. (Joshua 
1)  King Jehoshaphat was afraid and he resolved to seek the Lord and 
God fixed everything without Jehoshaphat needing to lift a finger. (2 
Chronicles 20:3) And the list could go on and on.

The point is that seeking God is the answer to everything.  We need 
to create a habit like Habakkuk illustrates in Habakkuk 2:1.  We need 
to have the posture of watching for what God will say.  Because what 
God says breathes life.

This is my prayer during the coming Advent Season, that all of us will 
learn how to seek God well and that we will all experience more of 
the breath of God bringing healing, peace, growth and most of all life.  
Let’s worship God together and praise Him for all the good He brings. 
Let us all be wisemen seeking Him.  As always in pursuit

Wise Men Still Seek Him (continued)
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