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Greetings from the Search Committee.  We are at the point in the search process 
where we have completed the required documents and forms in order to be ready 
to receive MLI’s.  As a reminder the MLI’s are the forms that have been filled out by 
those seeking pastoral positions. The way this process works is that Susan Janzen 
from Central Plains Conference lets us know about MLI’s for candidates that might 
be possibilities for our church.  In some cases pastoral candidates have a certain 
area of the country they are wanting to serve or maybe a pastor is only looking for 
an interim position.  In cases such as those where a match wouldn’t happen, we 
would not look at those MLI’s.  Susan makes us aware of MLI’s that might be fitting 
for our congregation and if we decide we are interested in looking at the MLI 
Susan lets those individuals know we have requested their MLI.  

At the very end of December we began the process of receiving our first MLI’s.  
We will review them, decide if we would like to talk with the individual, and 
eventually have an initial interview. This initial interview can help us process the 
potential fit with our church and if the relationship is something we would like 
to explore.  While the MLI is a helpful tool, it is only a beginning in the process 
and it can’t be all-encompassing of what we would like to know.  Through this 
process we are praying for guidance from the Holy Spirit and ask that you join 
us in that prayer.  We feel strongly the guiding of the Holy Spirit will be the key 
to this process.  We also feel it is important to point out that at this point in 
our exploration we will be unable to give details.  No numbers of MLI’s received 
or names/details of candidates will be shared.  We will share what we are 
able regarding where we are in the process, but details will need to wait.  We 
understand this can be difficult.  You should still feel free to ask us any questions 
you have, just recognize we may not be able to answer in the way you hope.  We 
are grateful for the congregation’s support in this process and we recognize we 
have a long way to go in our work.

Submitted by Stacy Ropp Miller
On behalf of the Search Committee

Pastoral Search Update
by Stacey Ropp (On behalf of the Search Committee)
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This month for my article I’m focusing on the region 
of Central Asia. This region includes the countries 
of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 
All of these countries were included in the former 
Soviet Union, with most winning their independence 
in the early 1990s. Armenia and Azerbaijan still have 
territory that is disputed between them to this day, 
with this causing tensions for these two countries 
with some of their other neighbors.

This region’s landscape includes beautiful mountains 
and arid deserts, and water is a precious commodity, 
with access to water a major cause of tension. 
There are plentiful natural resources, including oil, 
but corruption and exploitation have kept many of 
the economies from benefiting the entirety of the 
nations’s populations. Because of lack of opportunity, 
up to 500,000 Kyrgyz, and 1 million Tajik seek 
employment outside their countries, mostly in Russia 
or Turkey, creating a huge gap in the population. 
There are also stark differences between rural and city 
living, in regards to access to resources and money.

Decades of Communist rule, and before that control by one of several larger powers 
surrounding the region, have left indelible marks on these countries. In many of the 
countries, after the fall of the USSR, weak or corrupt governments took the place of 
Soviet control. Many of the country’s economies weren’t built to be self-sustaining 
and are slow to recover after years of dependence on Russia. During Communist rule, 
any type of religion was suppressed, and with independence many people picked 
up their religion again, tightly tying it to their cultural and ethnic identity. In other 
words, to be Uzbek, or Azeri, is to be Muslim. 

For many centuries, land trade routes crossed this region, connecting the East to the 
West. These routes were known as the Silk Road, and they ran from the eastern side 
of China, across Central Asia, with routes heading south to Persia and into India, and 
then ending in Turkey, and Eastern Europe. The mixing of cultures that traveled the 
Silk Road left its mark on the cultures within Central Asia. This region, particularly 
Uzbekistan, is still somewhat of a transit point, with drugs moving from Afghanistan 
into Russia and the West.

In regards to religion, two out of these eight countries are considered Christian. 
Armenia is known as the second oldest Christian nation, with a legacy going back 
over 1700 years. All through the centuries they have been persecuted for their faith, 
and you will find Armenian Orthodox churches all over the Middle East and beyond. 
During WWI Turkey committed genoncide among the Armenians, killing over 1.5 
million people. Georgia is the other nation considered to be Christian. The Georgian 
Orthodox Church helped preserve their culture, in the midst of upheaval through the 
decades. 

Praying for Central Asia
by Erica Hostetler
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All the other countries are majority Muslim. Most people claim Islam, without 
practicing it, or practicing a folk Islam type of faith. Many Islamic missionaries 
have come into the region from the Middle East in an attempt to bring a 
more pure faith to the people, and governments typically respond by either 
suppressing all religion, which makes it more difficult for Christians as well, 
or by pursuing laws that look more like Islamic laws. Either way, it is difficult 
for expatriate Christians to enter and minister in these countries. Most of the 
time it requires them to work as “tent-makers”, which means that they carry 
out business or education type jobs in order to live in the country. 

I have friends who are doing exactly that in the region. They have lived and 
worked in this region for 10+ years, raising their two sons there. When I 
asked them about ways we can pray for them and their work, this is how 
they responded: 

Major prayer points: Hope & unity - so much division among the 
different people groups, among the different regions of the country, 
among the young vs. old, etc.  People are without hope, because 
nothing ever changes and those in power don’t care for the people but 
only for themselves. We have a new president who was just elected (after 
a revolution throughout the original election results). The new president 
was in jail as of 3 months ago and now is president.  Only 30-something% 
of people even voted this time. People just have little hope of anything 
changing, and with the economy what it is, the lack of farmable land and 
resources, China and other Central Asian countries nearby can grow and 
produce anything cheaper. It is a very hard life, with very little hope…they 
need the hope of Jesus.

Also, during the Covid crisis, there has been a mental health crisis among 
young people, who have been deprived of typical social supports and 
outlets. Domestic abuse and suicide rates have skyrocketed.
For our family - that our boys could go back to school soon, and for our 
school (which serves mainly missionary worker families) to be able to find 
teachers for next year. Currently it is looking like we will not be able to 
offer a high school program due to lack of teachers, and we are planning to 
homeschool our 9th grader next year due to this shortfall, but other families 
(especially those who are not native speakers) do not have this option. The 
school supports MANY families here doing kingdom work - pray for God’s 
guidance for the school, and for the families.

There is good news though! Christianity is growing, and God is turning 
hearts toward him. In Kazakhstan there were virtually zero believers in 1990, 
and in 2010 they numbered 15,000+. All over the region, and in the midst of 
persecution and hopelessness, God is showing up. We can be praying for 
continued growth of the Church, for those working faithfully to spread the 
Gospel, and for God to bring healing among people groups and to put just 
officials in positions of authority. 

(Central Asia continued)
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“Today, if you hear His voice:  Do not harden your hearts . . .” Psalm 95:7b-8a.  
This scripture stuck with me as I was listening for God’s voice to show me 
what to write today.  This passage is quoted 3 times in Hebrews 3-4, which 
is where I first saw it today.  The Psalm is speaking of the Israelites and 
how their unwillingness to listen to God’s guidance led them to spend 40 
years wandering around the desert.  Unwillingness seems like a soft word 
to describe what happened.  Disobedience could be considered more 
appropriate, but I would lean toward the word sin to fully explain what 
happened.  So when was the last time you hardened your heart to what God’s 
voice told you?

For me, I have used COVID-19 and other things going on at work, home, etc 
as an excuse to not do what God was telling me to do.  I used my human 
logic to convince myself that I knew best.  That God wasn’t wanting me 
to act now, but to just be aware that once all the obstacles were removed 
the time would be right.  But God, because He loves me, wouldn’t allow me to 
continue down that path of sin.  He kept bringing what He desired for me to do to 
my mind, in my dreams, in my Bible reading. . . . you get the idea.  I am so grateful.  
Even though I am not ready to give you all the details, I am going to say that I have 
repented and am now trying to walk in obedience to what He tells me to do with 
promptness.

I will tell you of another time I hardened my heart.  A number of years ago, I woke 
up in the middle of the night with a fellow KMCer on my mind.  It wasn’t someone 
I did a lot with, but I got the sense I was to pray for him and then tell him that 
God had woken me up in the middle of the night just to pray for him.  Now, I 
was obedient in the prayer, but I didn’t tell him.  God reminded me of my partial 
obedience off and on for quite a few weeks.  It was a bit like a leaky faucet.  God 
was letting me know that partial obedience is really disobedience.  So I repented 
to God, but He let me know in no uncertain terms that I was to still let the person 
know.  What a kick in the pants!  Not only did I need to do what I didn’t want to do, 
but I also needed to let them know I had been disobedient as well.  But I did it and 
the person was very gracious and forgiving towards me.  What I found out was that 
he had been going through a difficult time.  I robbed him of the encouragement of 
knowing God cared enough for him that He had woke me up in the middle of the 
night to pray for him.  I took his blessing from him and at the same time took God’s 
glory from God.  Disobedience is bad.  It is bad for us.  It is bad for those around us.  
Plus, it cheats God out of what He fully deserves.

Now, what is God’s voice telling you to do?  Don’t harden your hearts to His voice. 
As each one of us is a vital piece in the community of God that no one else can 
replace, our obedience to His voice is very important.  Please, listen carefully.  
Remember, God usually asks us to do things we aren’t capable of doing without 
His help, but with His help we can knock it out of the park, showing the world how 
awesome God is.  (Curt encouraged me to add here that there are occasionally 
times God asks us to do something we are totally capable of doing just to see if we 
are willing to be obedient.  This is about refining our faith.  We are told by Jesus in 
John 14:15 ‘If you love me, you will keep my commands.’)  God desires deep, healthy 
relationships with us.  The only way to have healthy relationships is to spend time 
together.  God not only wants us to do things, but He wants us to do them with 
Him.  Seek God’s presence.  It will never fail. 

Do Not Harden Your Hearts
by Dawn Wyse
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Do Not Harden Your Heart (continued)

So let’s put this to practice.  I suspect Gifts Discernment will soon be sending out 
surveys.  If you are feeling God nudge you toward a particular position, it is NOT 
humility to refuse to put your name down.  That would be an act of a hardened 
heart . . . an act of disobedience.  None of us want that.  Note that I am not saying 
that you should volunteer for something God is NOT telling you to do.  That could 
be bad as well, because you could be depriving someone else of the ability to do 
what God is wanting them to do.  The bottom line is this:  I challenge all of KMC to 
give some extra time with God listening to His voice with the posture of a soft heart.  
Let Him tell you the things He desires for you to embrace as well as the things He 
is asking you to let go of and allow others to step into.  Then be obedient to His 
voice.  If we all do this we will be amazed in the coming days of the great works 
God will do through KMC. This will bring growth to God’s kingdom in many ways 
and abounding glory to God!  All praise to Him Who always knows what is best.  As 
always, in pursuit.

Did you enjoy the numerous Christmas books that were in our library during the 
past couple of months? Hopefully you have had a chance spend some time looking 
through the many books in our wonderful church library. During these long winter 
months, books can bring a refreshing escape, regardless if your favorite read is 
fiction or non-fiction. You have lots of choices right here in our church library. Check 
out these new books put into our library in January.

MAN’S SEARCH FOR MEANING by Viktor Frankel – ‘Between 1942 and 1945 Frankl 
labored in four different camps, including Auschwitz, while his parents, brother, and 
pregnant wife perished. Based on his own experience and the experiences of others 
he treated later in his practice, Frankl argues that we cannot avoid suffering but we 
can choose how to cope with it, find meaning in it, and move forward with renewed 
purpose.’ (ChristianBook review)

THE SEVEN DEADLY FRIENDSHIPS – How To Heal When Painful Relationships Eat 
Away at Your Joy by Mary DeMuth – ‘There’s something wrong with your friendship, 
but you can’t figure out what.’ Is everything in your head? Unfortunately, toxic 
friendships happen to everyone, but we seldom identify the underlying issues while 
we battle confusion or the friendship breaks up. But there is hope!’ (ChristianBook 
review)

For those who enjoy a series in fiction, you may enjoy the Alaskan Courage 
Series. Dani Pettrey is the author of the four books in this series. SUBMERGED, 
SHATTERED, STRANDED, SILENCED are the titles of the novels. Alaska, the last 
frontier, is the setting of the suspense, mystery, adventure and romance of these 
novels. Reviews state that you will find these books hard to put down.

HAPPY READING!!

Library News
by Sandy Gingerich


