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I’m turning my attention back to this hemisphere, 
focusing on Central America this time. The region 
considered Central America includes the countries 
of Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama. This stretch 
of land between Mexico and South America has 
seen conquests, and dictators, and civil wars, and 
natural disasters like volcanoes and hurricanes, 
all of which has caused instability in some way 
to these countries. Each of these countries also 
offers beautiful landscapes and great potential for 
resources like coffee and other crops.

Across the region there is widespread poverty, brought on by corruption 
within governments, instability brought on by civil wars, natural disasters 
like hurricanes that wipe out livelihoods, and lack of job opportunities for 
the younger generations. Honduras is considered the poorest of these 
countries, with up to 80% of the population living below the poverty 
line, although there are large numbers of poor in all of these countries, 
with the wealth concentrated among a very small percentage of people. 
In Guatemala children between the ages of 6 and 18 are considered at 
high risk, since the majority live in extreme poverty which makes them 
vulnerable to labor and sex slavery, drugs, recruitment into street gangs 
and even death by the death squads. 

In El Salvador a decade of civil war saw around 75,000 people dead, 
and a huge portion of the population displaced. In Guatemala there were 
over 35 years of guerilla war, with 40,000 people who “disappeared” and 
around 200,000 dead by the end of it all. In 2010 Guatemala had the 
highest murder rate in Latin America, where life is considered cheap. 
In the past few years many people, especially from the Northern Triangle 
of Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras, have flooded north in search 
of better lives. The Council on Foreign Relations has given reasons for 
this, including the vast number of people living below the poverty line, 
the huge number of informal jobs (which means there is no protection 
from losing those jobs), corrupt governments, devastation by massive 
hurricanes, and most especially the fact that these countries are 
considered to be the most dangerous countries in the world, and facing 
domestic violence and gang recruitment is worse than the perils of the 
trip north. (https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/why-central-american-migrants-
are-arriving-us-border)

Praying for
Central America
by Erica Hostetler
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There are encouraging signs: there 
has been major growth among 
evangelical churches, and even 
renewal among Catholics, in the last 
couple decades. More and more 
the focus is moving towards church 
planting among indigenous people 
groups and the continued work of 
Bible translations into languages 
beyond Spanish. In Operation World, 
the Mennonites are recognized 
particularly, for their church planting 
work in Guatemala among the 
Amerindian and Mayan people groups. 
The desire to see people worship in 
their heart languages is fueling the 
Bible translations and the search for culturally appropriate ways of doing 
Church. The Church in Central America is also continuing to find ways 
to minister to people holistically, caring for their physical, mental and 
spiritual needs.

As many of you know, we have a 
direct connection to Nicaragua 
through Kelsey Schrock, who is 
working down there to provide 
solar panels that provide 
electricity for all kinds of things, 
and specifically for drip irrigation 
systems for farmers. The pictures 
included with this article are all 
from her. Pray for peace, and 
perseverance and safety for 
Kelsey as she serves in Nicaragua.

There are some important ways 
we can pray for this region in 
the upcoming months. Pray first 
of all for pastors and those who 
minister in the church. They are 
chronically under-resourced, both 

in finances, but also in training opportunities. Pray also that those who 
come to Christ, and those who are already following Christ, come to 
know him deeper, so that their faith is strong, and can withstand hardship 
and the temptation to mix with other religious ideas. Finally, pray for 
relief from the casual violence that floods the streets in many of these 
countries, causing many to face impossible choices for their families. 

Praying for Central America (continued)
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When my dad was teaching me to mow, he told me that in order to mow 
a straight line I would need to keep my eye on the place I wanted to end 
up when I reached the other side of the yard.  It was good advice and 
I will be the first to admit that it was very obvious that I didn’t always 
follow that advice.  Oh, I would start intending to keep my focal point 
and have the freshly mown yard to look as good as I could, but my mind 
would drift.  So my mowing stripes were often not so straight, because I 
would focus my eyes wherever something caught my attention.  I’m sure 
there were times Dad shook his head and wondered when he saw the 
path I had wandered as I mowed the lawn.

I was reminded of this the other day when I was listening to a sermon on 
Revelation 4 and the throne room of heaven.  The speaker pointed out 
how everything and everyone in the throne room was intently focused 
on the throne of God.  It is a glorious picture into heaven and how God 
intends for things to be.  All of creation is made to be first and foremost 
focused on God.

How frustrating it must have been for God when the Israelites begged 
Moses to not let God speak to them. (Exodus 20:19)  God had just shown 
them a bit of Himself through thunder and lightning, the sound of the 
trumpet and mountain surrounded by smoke and instead of responding 
in awe, completely focused on Him they chose to distance themselves . 
. . desiring Moses to be a buffer between them and God.  They wouldn’t 
take a step forward but remained standing at a distance. (Exodus 20:21)  
Not long after that as a group they would have a golden calf made to 
worship.

Later in Exodus 34 we see Moses has been spending time with the Lord 
and because of this time in God’s presence his face physically shines.  
You would think this would please the Israelites because they asked 
Moses to be the one to speak to God and then tell them what God says. 
Moses is their pipeline to God.  But now they are afraid of Moses because 
of his glowing face.  Moses has to call out to the people so that they will 
return to him to hear the words of God. After that Moses starts to wear a 
veil over his face so the people aren’t afraid to approach him.  He would 
remove the veil when speaking with God and then show his radiant face 
to the people so they could see the effect of God’s presence then he 
would put the veil back on. The people chose to not speak to God.  They 
chose to not approach God’s presence.  They chose to not have the same 
opportunities to spend time with God without a veil on.  

Veil or No Veil,
It’s Up To You
by Dawn Wyse
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Veil or No Veil (continued)

So what are you choosing?  2 Corinthians 3:15-18 ‘Yes, to this day whenever 
Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts.  But when one turns to the Lord, 
the veil is removed.  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.  And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.’ 
We are given the opportunity, just like the Israelites to approach God with 
unveiled faces and be transformed by him, not so unlike the radiant change 
in Moses’s face. Are we willing to place our eyes upon Him?  Are we willing  
to allow Him to remove the veil that separates us?  If we allow God to 
remove the veil, the transformation God will do in our lives will be done in 
His perfect timing.  Please note that we must ‘turn to the Lord’ in order for 
the veil to be removed. Our focus must be on Him.

I remember being frustrated at times when I didn’t understand what I was 
reading in my Bible.  It would cause me to not want to open it so much 
because I desired to understand. Matthew 13:10-13 used to underline my 
frustration, but now it actually helps me to not be so frustrated with my 
lack of understanding.  ‘Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do 
you speak to them in parables?”  And he answered them, “To you it has 
been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 
has not been given. 1For to the one who has, more will be given, and he 
will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has 
will be taken away.  This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing 
they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. ‘ 
Someone explained this scripture to me as a way of God giving us grace.  
Understanding brings us into a position of accountability for what we 
understand.  James 4:17 ‘So whoever knows the right thing to do and 
fails to do it, for him it is sin.’ God in His infinite grace unveils scripture to 
us as we are capable of being accountable to it.  He transforms us in His 
perfect way.  Now I don’t know for sure how theologically sound this is 
because I haven’t studied it enough to be sure, but for now it has been an 
encouragement to me.  It keeps me in God’s Word looking for the things He 
desires to unveil to me now.

As I look back at my life, I am finding it is obvious when I had my focus 
on God and when I didn’t. And I wonder, does God shake His head like my 
Dad probably did at my crookedly mowed lawn and wish that I had better 
focus?  Thankfully God is willing to make our ways straight. (Proverb 3:6).  
So, veil or no veil?  It’s up to you.  I choose no veil and I hope you do too.  
Keep your eyes turned to God.  As always, in pursuit
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Greetings on behalf of the search committee. We wanted to keep you apprised of where we are 
in the search process. We continue to be where we have been, which is continuing the process 
of exploring names and MLI’s.  We have our position posted in a variety of locations, which 
include: Central Plains Mennonite Conference & MCUSA, Mennonite & Anabaptist seminaries as well 
as some other seminaries. We feel the exposure we have for the position is good. We have all found 
the process to go more slowly than we anticipated, but we are ultimately all comfortable with where 
we are and recognize God is leading the process. Please continue to pray for our committee, the 
person who will eventually be our pastor, and for Josh during this time of transition.

DVD MISSING
We are missing a very popular DVD from our shelf. Soul Surfer is about a teenager who lost her 
left arm in a shark attack. Please check your home shelves to see if you might have it. Thanks.

We have added several new children’s picture books this past month. We try and place 
the newest children’s books on the left side of the display shelf in the center of the library 
entrance. Shirley Hochstedler does an excellent job of finding wonderful children’s books that 
have been donated to Crowded Closet.

SHADES OF PEOPLE by Shelley Rotner & Sheila Kelly is especially welcomed during this time. 
This terrific picture book helps introduce children to racial and ethnic diversity.
 
COMFORT FROM BEYOND, edited by Evelyn Bence. As you read each chapter, you will know 
that angels are real. That God answers prayer. That forgiveness is possible. That grief can be 
overcome. (books cover)

We have added three books by Tracie Peterson. A LOVE TO LAST FOREVER & A PROMISE TO 
BELIEVE IN are the first two books in the Brides of Galatin County series. TREASURED GRACE 
is for those who enjoy reading historical fiction. If you haven’t read any of Tracie’s books, check 
one out. I don’t think you will be disappointed.

IMPRISONED WITH ISIS by Petr Jasek. Petr tells his story of being imprisoned for 445 days. 
Charged with espionage, waging war against the state, and undermining the constitution, he 
was locked up with ISIS fighters, convicted after a lengthy trial, and sentenced to life in prison. 
(from jacket leaf)

If there is material that you would like to see added to the church library, please contact 
someone on the library committee: Shirley Hochstedler, Jonathon Wyse, Robin Schrock or 
myself. Also, is you have suggestions that could help make our library more user friendly, 
please share your suggestions with us.

The church library is for all members of our church family and our goal is to have material in 
the library that is of interest to all ages.

Pastoral Search Update
by Stacy Ropp (On behalf of the Search Committee)

Library News
by Sandy Gingerich


