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Dorothy Gingerich, July 5th
Elmer Yoder, July 13th
Janice Wallerich, July 19th
Fern Marner, July 19th
Erma Ropp, July 22nd
Mahlon Schweitzer, July 24th
Cal Hochstedler, July 28th

Dwight & Jenelle Bender, July 4th
John & Janice Wallerich, July 18th
Wayne & Judy Beachy, July 18th
Wilbur & Elsie Mast, July 24th
Warren & Esther Gingerich, July 31st
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How am I supposed to be using my time?  This is a question that I have asked myself 
often.  My plate frequently feels overly full and I find myself wondering why I can’t get 
the things done that I know that I am capable of doing.  I’ll make a list of everything on 
my plate and look at each one and tell myself ‘You are totally equipped to accomplish 
that’.  So I leave it on the plate.  The trouble is that I find myself doing that with every 
single thing leaving it all on my plate.  Then I mentally chastise myself for not living up 
to my potential . . . falling short of expectations . . . being less than.  I’ve fallen into a 
trap that so many of us get stuck in and struggle to be free from it.  Society tells us we 
can do everything, be everything, succeed in everything and we should do these things.  
The trouble is this is a lie.  That is not how God created us.

Recently, as I was mowing the lawn I listened to a sermon by Charles Metcalf.  I had 
never heard him speak before, but he definitely had some points in the message that 
God knew I needed to hear and made sure I had enough lawn to mow to hear them. The 
one I want to share with you is that there is a difference between potential and purpose.  
Potential means that you have the ability to accomplish or be something.  Purpose is 
something God created you to do or to be.  Interesting, isn’t it?  The thought that hit 
me is that I could be expending my energy and  resources to reach my potential and 
be so busy that I never take the steps God desired for me to take in order to fulfill the 
purpose He created me to do.  So how do we know our purpose?  The life of Saul/Paul 
in the New Testament has given me some food for thought.

Potential vs Purpose
by Dawn Wyse

The search committee continues to meet. Our first meeting was in July 2020 when we 
met with our conference minister Susan and began collecting the information needed for 
our Congregational Information Form. It’s hard to believe that it has been almost a year. 
It is a lengthy process with much information to collect and all along wanting to be sure 
we are listening to the Holy Spirit and following the direction we are given. We continue 
to be at the stage of reviewing information that comes our way as well as reaching out 
when names are sent our direction. Summer schedules do get a little tricky at times and 
we have had to change some of our meeting dates due to conflicts. 

We continue to appreciate your prayers and we feel at peace that God is working. We ask 
that you pray for Josh, our future pastor, the committee as we work and discern, and for 
our congregation as we recognize God’s plan for our church.

Pastoral Search
Stacy Ropp Miller, on behalf of the search committee                      
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Paul is one of the most fascinating people in the Bible to me.  When he is first 
introduced in Acts as Saul, the great persecutor of the church, we perceive him as 
one of the worst of the worst, but is he really?  I’ve often wondered over the last few 
years if Saul was closer to the Truth than a lot of non-Christians and some Christians 
as well.  Saul wasn’t lukewarm (indifferent).  He had a desire to be faithful to God. 
He knew the Word of God (Old Testament) probably as well as anyone.  He was 
zealous to protect his faith . . . willing to go to lengths that I cannot imagine.  All 
he was missing was the Messiah. Saul had a blind spot…and on the Damascus road 
Christ fully illuminated that blind spot.  Wow!  What a moment that was for Saul!  (It’s 
interesting that this story is told 3 times in the book of Acts.)  So how did Saul react 
to this encounter he had with Jesus?  Acts 9:9 tells us that Saul did not eat or drink 
and in verse 11 God tells Ananias that Saul was praying.  This sounds like fasting and 
praying to me.  So Saul the devout Jew, enemy of the Christian church, encounters 
Christ, fasts and prays to God which leads him to be baptized and become part of the 
Christian church.  Amazing!

So here is Paul, a new Christian.  What position should he be put in the church?  He 
was taught by Gamaliel, a well respected Jewish teacher.  He’s a pharisee.  He’s been 
zealous and knows the Jewish history and scripture well.  He’d be a great fit for 
revealing the salvation of Christ to the Jews, wouldn’t he?  He definitely had potential 
for that ministry. But the Lord told Ananias in Acts 9:15 that Paul was His chosen 
instrument to take His name to the Gentiles, kings and Israelites.  If my understanding 
is correct, order matters in the Biblical languages.  The first thing has the greatest 
emphasis.  That would indicate that God told them that Paul’s primary purpose 
chosen by God was for Paul to reach out to the Gentiles.  In fact, Paul calls himself in 
Romans 11:13 as an apostle to the Gentiles, but even as you see Paul willinging living 
out his God given purpose you can see his heart for the Jews as well.  Romans 11:13-
15 “I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take 
pride in my ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy 
and save some of them.  For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, 
what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?”  You see Paul recognizing 
God’s sovereignty in placing purpose.  Paul trusted and hoped in God’s plan to bring 
salvation to the whole world. Even when his heart was yearning for salvation of the 
Jews, Paul stepped out willingly to walk in obedience to God’s calling on his life 
to share the Good News of offered salvation to the Gentiles.  Paul gives us a good 
example of living to fulfill God’s purpose as opposed to pursuing his obvious earthly 
potential.  

I’ve come to the conclusion that God isn’t looking for me to live up to my potential.  
Rather His desire is for me to put all my energies and resources into fulfilling the 
purposes He created me to fulfill.  It has become apparent to me that I need to go 
over my full plate once again and this time set each item before God and ask Him, “Is 
this part of my purpose or do I need to let it go?  Show me, Lord, what You created 
me to do and help me to release everything else.”  We have a great God, I know He’ll 
answer if I only listen.

I pray each of us will take the time to verify we are living our life in the purposes God 
created for us to fulfill.  May we support each other in letting go of things God tells 
us that are keeping us from having the energies and resources we will need in order 
to pour our lives into the things we were created to do.  Thank you, God, for always 
knowing what is best!  As always, in pursuit

Potential vs Purpose (continued)
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Summer has arrived and we have already experienced some sweltering days.  Now is 
a perfect chance to pick out a good book from our church library, grab a tall glass of 
iced tea and spend the day reading.

We have placed several new books for the young adult & youth in the library.  
These books are on the west wall, left side as you enter the library.  The shelves are 
approximately two-thirds of the way into the library.  These books are harder to 
categorize as all ages may enjoy reading them.  So, regardless of your age, feel free 
to check out any of the books in this section.

Jim & Elizabeth George have written several books to help guide teens and 
young adults as they traverse these often-difficult years.  A Girl’s Guide to 
Making Really Good Choices and A Boy’s Guide to Making Really Good 
Choices may be beneficial to any one of use in making good decisions. “Did 
you know that exercising your ability to make good choices is the biggest step 
you can take toward growing up?  That’s important because you make lots of 
decisions every day.”  (excerpt from book cover)

PASSAGES – The Marus Manuscripts by Paul McCusker.  ”What if a passage to 
a mysterious world opened up and beckoned you to play an important part in 
its unfolding adventures?  That’s what happens to five kids from our world who 
find themselves caught up in the history-changing events of another time and 
place.”  (excerpt from book cover) 

SUGAR CREEK GANG by Paul Hutchens – “The Sugar Creek Gang series 
chronicles the faith-building adventures of a group of fun-loving, courageous 
Christian boys. These classic stories have been updated for a new generation,  
but are still inspiring children to grow in their faith.” (excerpt from book cover)

A new book of adult fiction, GROUND ZERO by Alan Gratz.  “In time for the 
twentieth anniversary of 9/11, master storyteller Gratz delivers a pulse-pounding 
and unforgettable take on history and hope, revenge and fear – and the 
stunning links between the past and present.” (excerpt from book cover)

If there is material that you would like to see added to the church library, please 
contact someone on the library committee: Shirley Hochstedler, Jonathon Wyse, 
Robin Schrock or myself.  Also, is you have suggestions that could help make our 
library more user friendly, please share your suggestions with us.   
The church library is for all members of our church family and our goal is to have 
material in the library that is of interest to all ages.

Library Update
Sandy Gingerich                      


