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Here are a few 
photos from the 
Venture Club Girls 
and Boys skating 
party that was 
held in May!
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This month I have decided to highlight North Africa. This region includes the countries 
of Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco (and Western Sahara), Niger, and 
Tunisia. Almost all of these countries consist of less than 10% arable land, with the 
Sahara desert taking up vast portions of these countries. The history in this region is 
unique within the continent, because of its location along the Mediterranean Sea, and 
the impact of ancient civilizations on the region.

While different people groups had control of various portions of the region in ancient 
times, like the Pharaohs of Egypt, and the Berbers to the west, they were all eventually 
gathered under the Roman Empire, at the time of Christ. Alexandria (in Egypt) and 
Carthage (in Tunisia) were powerful Roman cities, with Alexandria boasting the largest 
library in the world, and a large Jewish population. These two cities were also host to 
thriving Christian communities, with well-known early church fathers coming from this 
region. The teachings of men like Tertullian, Augustine of Hippo, Athanasius and Cyprian 
still impact our theology today.

This area, excluding Egypt, has been known by different names throughout history. 
In colonial times it was the Barbary Coast, and now is known as the Magreb, which in 
Arabic refers to the western side of the Arab world. As Islam spread across this region 
and into Spain and Portugal, the people were known to Europe as the Moors. Various 
different empires and European countries have controlled this region, although in the 
last 60-70 years all have become independent, except for Western Sahara, which is 
under the control of Morocco. 

Because of the proximity to Europe, this region is a major transit point for immigrants 
fleeing from other parts of Africa and the Middle East. Some brave a journey across the 
Mediterranean Sea, and others try to cross to the Canary Islands or into the two Spanish 
enclaves located in Morocco. This is a link to a video explaining how that particular 
border in Morocco operates. 

It was also this region that sparked the protests and revolts known as Arab Spring, in 
2010 and 2011. I was in Jordan at the time and it was fascinating to watch countries 
from this region and the Middle East struggle to end corruption and dictatorships. Now 
10 years on, there isn’t much lasting change in most countries, as was hoped for at the 
time.

One of the things that hasn’t changed since Arab Spring, and in some places has gotten 
worse, is persecution of Christians, and the slow growth of the Church because of 
that. In Morocco the Church meets almost entirely in homes because of the threat. In 
Egypt the Coptic Church is the largest Christian group in the Middle East, but they face 
extreme discrimination and persecution from the government and in general. Libya 
is #4 on the World Watch List, which ranks the top 50 countries where it is the most 
difficult to be a Christian. In fact all the countries except Niger are on that list.

Prayer for North Africa
Erica Hostetler
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We can pray for the Church, our brothers and sisters, in this region. Pray for 
strength, boldness, and faith to persevere. We can also pray that God will reveal 
himself to people all across this region, that they would turn to him and spark the 
Church back to what it was in the first couple centuries. 

Another point of prayer is the immense poverty in this region. Corruption is rampant 
in all the countries, and the money stays in the hands of the very few at the top. Mali 
is one of the poorest nations on earth (Mauritania isn’t far behind), with most people 
subsisting on $1.50/day (Operation World, 565). Functional literacy is below 15% and 
1 in 5 children die before the age of five in Mali (567). There is deep physical need, as 
well as spiritual need for so many people across the region.

In the midst of all the challenges, we can be sure that God is still working, and we 
can join with our brothers and sisters to pray that the name of Jesus would be lifted 
high in North Africa.

Prayer for North Africa (Continued)

Yesterday, God let me know that I had been missing something in His Word.  It’s in a 
passage that has helped me many times in my life, and it wasn’t that I was completely 
wrong about its meaning, but God showed me that I was only getting a small taste 
of what was being offered to me.  It’s one of the beautiful things about the Bible, no 
matter how much treasure you get out of it there are always more precious things to be 
found with God’s help.  This compels me to keep opening up my Bible.  I don’t want to 
miss out.

I was reading in Romans.  It recently came to my attention that Romans is  the 
only letter Paul wrote to a church he had never visited.  So asI was reading it I was 
wondering if that is the reason Paul writes so much about the foundations of being a 
believer in Romans.  It gave me fresh eyes, making verses jump out at me in new ways.  
The ones that hit me hard were Romans 8:26-27 “In the same way the Spirit also helps 
us in our weakness, because we do not know what to pray for as we should, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with inexpressible groanings.  And he who searches our 
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because he intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God.” For some reason the words ‘in the same way’ popped out to me.  In 
the same way as what? So I looked back at the previous verses and they were telling us 
that hope is only hope if it is hoping for something that we do not see. (Romans 8:24-
25) This leads me to believe just as we cannot see what we are hoping for, that we are 
also not able to pray for what God desires for us to pray without the help of God, the 
Holy Spirit.  This makes my head spin.

In God’s Strength Instead 
of my Weakness
Dawn Wyse
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You see, I have always taken this verse to comfort me in times of trouble.  I took 
it to mean that when things are epically bad in my life to the point where I don’t 
know what to do or what to ask God to do then God, the Holy Spirit will sweep 
in like the best superhero ever and save the day by communicating to God 
perfectly for me.  And this is true, but it is so much more than that.

What I am now understanding this passage to say is one, I am always weak and 
two, I do not know what to pray for as I should.  These things are always true.  
Just as it is true that as a believer I am hoping for something that I cannot see.  
Nothing I do will change these things.  But knowing them to be true will change 
how I approach God and that is what makes my head spin.  It is an incredible gift 
and I want to make the most of it.

God is giving us a way to pray in His strength instead of in our weakness.  God 
is giving us a way to pray according to His will, because He is interceding for us.  
He is giving us a way to pray for things that we cannot think of happening.  God 
has big plans and He desires for us to be a part of them.  His Spirit helping us to 
pray this way is making us a part of His plans.  And we must remember His plans 
are the only ones that matter.  Why are our plans not?  Because we are weak and 
do not know what to pray as we should. (Romans 8:26-27)  Our prayers alone 
can be good, but with God’s help our prayers can lead mind boggling awesome 
things to happen. This is because God overcomes our weakness by putting His 
strength in us.  The world needs to see us living in God’s strength because in this 
kind of strength the world can see God. And the world needs God.

I’ve been reading a book by Christopher J.H. Wright called The Mission of God’s 
People.  In it he states that if Israel would live as God intended, the nations would 
notice.  I agree with him and add that as believers we need to live with this on 
our mind.  When believers live as God intends, the nations notice.  In Genesis 12, 
God calls Abraham to become a nation that is blessed to be a blessing to the 
nations.  This is further defined in Genesis 18:19, saying that this promise will be 
fulfilled by commanding Abraham’s house to keep the way of the Lord.  This is 
a promise that is repeated in various ways throughout the entire Bible.  I would 
say the great commission is one one of the better known versions of it.  The 
point being is that we won’t stand out and show God to the World if God isn’t 
the driving force in us.  God needs to be leading our prayers.  God needs to be 
planting our dreams. God needs to be in charge of every aspect of our lives 
including our prayers.  Then He will be seen and the world will see Him.  We are 
blessed to be a blessing.

Going forward, I find that I am excited to see what God will do with my prayer 
life.  What will He do if I go to Him acknowledging that I am weak and don’t 
know how to pray as I should on a regular basis?  What will He pray as He 
intercedes for me?  And what will He teach me to pray in my mind as He prays 
for me in His Spirit?  Praying in God’s strength instead of my weakness . . . 
sounds good to me.  What will be the outcome of these prayers? I can hardly 
wait to find out!  As always, in pursuit

In God’s Strength Instead of my Weakness 
(Continued)
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It’s a mystery how often you can miss seeing God’s hand in your life on a day to day 
basis, but if you take a moment to look back His faithfulness is evident.  This is always 
true.  However, once in a while God gives you the opportunity to see His hand clearly in 
the moment it happens . . . giving you an opportunity to testify to His faithfulness and 
glorify Him in a new way.  This is the season that I, John Wallerich, have been walking in 
the last few months and I want to share my story with you.

On Valentine’s day I was delivering cupcakes to my grandson, Jonathan, when I mistook 
the basement door for the kitchen door, causing myself to fall down a full flight of 
stairs.  Jonathan wasn’t expecting me but thankfully his dog, Sherlock, heard my fall 
and helped him find me.  He called 911 and that was the start of my 2 ½ months of 
hospitals.

The doctors told my daughters that 99% of the people who 
have the kind of fall I did would have died immediately.  I had 
hairline fractures in my c1, c2 and several other of my vertebrae, 
20 stitches in the crown of my head, dislocated a finger, 
fractured my cheek, a hematoma in my throat near the c1 and 
c2 vertebrae and various other injuries.  The first time I saw my 
daughter after the fall I told her I was wondering what the rest 
of my life would be like. Never in my wildest imagination would I 
have guessed what the next few weeks would bring.

Due to the growing hematoma in my throat so near to my c1 
and c2 fractures I lost the ability to swallow effectively causing 
me to have pneumonia.  This led to me being intubated for 
several days.  Yet still, the doctors were amazed that with 
the fractures and the pressure from the hematoma I had no 
paralysis.  It didn’t make sense to them, but I know it was God.  
However, my struggle with pneumonia went on for days.  They tried taking the tube 
out but because I couldn’t swallow effectively the pneumonia would take over.  I was 
intubated again.  During this time, I remember very little.  I have been told my body 
would continually shake for large periods of time.  The hematoma wasn’t healing fast 
enough and the doctors weren’t sure if I would ever be able to swallow again, but they 
also knew I couldn’t be intubated much longer.  My family had to make a decision, 
either to take the tube out knowing that I would probably get pneumonia and die 
(probably in 10 days or less) or to do a tracheostomy knowing that I may never swallow, 
speak or eat again. Plus, if I had a trach for the rest of my life I may not be able to live 
closer than 2 hours away from any of my family.  The doctors weren’t hopeful about 
the tracheostomy route.  It would be a long shot and most likely painful.  My family 
worked with the doctors to get me coherent enough to make my own decision, but had 
no success.  So my family, after much prayer, made a hard choice.  They all agreed that 
hospice was the choice.  The other option felt impossibly difficult and they didn’t feel 
they could choose it for me. 

Update from Pleasantview
John Wallerich
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The next day, my youngest daughter prepared herself to tell the doctors. (Only one 
visitor a day.)  She rounded the corner to my room and there I was sitting up in a chair, 
waving at her.  It was a miracle.  There I was totally coherent.  There are no words to 
describe the joy that rippled through my family.  God showed Himself to us in a mind-
blowing way that day and we will never forget it.  I was able to choose for myself that 
day to have a tracheostomy and see if my body would heal.  At that time, I couldn’t 
speak, eat, roll over in bed and about anything else most adults can do.  There have 
been ups and downs over the last few months.  I’ve been in three hospitals and taken 
more medical tests than I ever imagined could be taken.  But each and every hospital 
has looked at my medical records and said the only explanation is a miracle.  They 
cannot deny it. 

Today, I am living in my 
home with Janice, my wife 
for 68 years.  I can talk, eat, 
and walk without a cane.  All 
of these things the doctors 
didn’t think I had much of a 
chance of ever doing again.  
It is a miracle.  I want to 
praise God for His mercy 
on me.  I want to testify 
to God’s faithfulness.  This 
miracle is for God’s glory.  
I’m just the blessed one 
who got to benefit from it.  
Please, join me in praising 
God.  He deserves it all.

Update from Pleasantview (Continued)


