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Greetings from the KMC Search Committee.  It was time for another update as we 
head into fall.  Our summer schedules did cause some conflicts for us and we didn’t 
meet quite as frequently throughout the summer months.  We now should be able to 
get back into our twice monthly meeting schedule.  

In July we chose a weekend and we individually spent time in intentional fasting, 
reading scripture, and prayer. While these are things we do at various times anyway, 
we decided we would like to do this together over the same period of time (one 
weekend) and see how God led and moved.  We all appreciated this time and felt it 
was a beneficial part of our work.  

Part way through July we also decided to try a month of utilizing churchstaffing.
org which is an online service for churches seeking to fill various church positions.  
We posted our position allowing candidates to seek us out and also we were able 
to access the many resumes the site offers.  This site has detailed ways to filter 
candidates so we are able to narrow down our search.

July also brought the resignation of Bailey Troyer from our search committee.  We 
very much appreciate Bailey’s service to the search committee and we will miss her 
contributions greatly.  We wish Bailey all the best moving forward. 

We continue to be in communication with Susan at Central Plains Conference seeking 
available candidates that she becomes aware of.  These means along with names that 
are mentioned to us are all ways that we continue to seek God’s will for KMC.  We feel 
we are exploring various avenues as a way to be thorough and recognize where God 
is opening and closing doors.  

We continue to appreciate your prayers for our committee and congregation.  As a 
congregation we know this process has seemed long as it has to us as well.  However, 
we are aware God has a plan for KMC and we feel we are doing the things we need to 
to get to the point of fulfilling God’s plan.  Thank you for all your support!  It truly is 
appreciated!

Submitted by Stacy Ropp Miller
on behalf of the KMC Search Committee

Pastoral Search Update
Stacy Ropp Miller
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Shortly after I woke up this morning (I was going to say early this morning, but I realized 
that many of you wouldn’t call 8 am early) I came across the following scripture:  Therefore 
we do not give up. Even though our outer person is being destroyed, our inner person 
is being renewed day by day. For our momentary light affliction is producing for us an 
absolutely incomparable eternal weight of glory. So we do not focus on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  2 Corinthians 
4:16-18.  It was exactly what I needed and I thank God for His perfect timing.

This scripture reminded me that so often when I see/feel that something bad is happening 
that God is making the most of that bad thing and making something really good happen 
(an absolutely incomparable eternal weight of glory) at the same time.  It reminds me of 1 
Corinthians 16:8 where Paul says, “But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, because a wide 
door for effective ministry has opened for me - yet many oppose me.”  How often do I focus 
on the negative part of something I am doing and quit because of it?  And how much good 
was curtailed because I didn’t look for the good happening before I made the decision to 
quit?  It’s something to consider.  It definitely gives me one more reason to go to God to 
determine what opportunities I should take and which I should not.  He alone knows which 
opportunities will reap the most fruit.

I was reminded of this during a recent prayer time.  We were praying for someone we loved 
who was going through a very rough time.  As we took turns lifting up prayers I could sense 
God, the Holy Spirit in a very intimate way.  As the prayers continued I felt as if the Holy 
Spirit was revealing to me how not only was He using our prayers for our friend but how He 
was also using this prayer time to minister to the hearts of those who were praying.  The 
Holy Spirit was showing me that even though we were focused on one goal - to pray for our 
friend, that He was going to multiply what we were faithful doing into accomplishing more 
than we imagined.  He was teaching me that He has more irons in the fire than I know and 
that is why I need Him to direct my steps.  Only He knows everything that is at stake.  

Obviously, this is something I really, really need to learn because when I was reading Ten 
Words to Live By  by Jen Wilken, her words, “Today is the day to honor those-who-are-seen, 
that our hearts might be trained in honoring He-Who-Is-Unseen”, made an impression on 
me.  It is all too easy for me to “see” the world based on the narrow view my eyes are on, 
instead of remembering that what I perceive is tinier than a grain of sand.  In order to fulfill 
the purpose God created me to fulfill I need the One, who sees the things I see but also sees 
all the things I do not and cannot see, guiding my every step.  

I am really grateful to know that God is renewing the inner me each day even at times when 
the outer me is being destroyed. (2 Cor.4:16-18)  It’s a comfort.  God is at work in me.  A 
visual picture of this that I like is in 2 Corinthians 3:3 where Paul talks about how we are 
Christ’s letter, written with not ink but the Holy Spirit on the tablets of our human hearts.  
It’s a humbling and precious picture that is very dear to me.

September starts a new church year.  I am praying for God’s work to be mighty in us and 
through us flowing out to others.  I am praying that we know and remember that God is at 
work in many more ways than we can see.  I pray that knowing this brings us much hope 
which draws us closer to Him and to each other. May God be glorified with every choice we 
make in the coming church year.   As always, in pursuit.

The Importance of the Unseen
Dawn Wyse
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Hope everyone has had an enjoyable summer. Did you take the opportunity 
to check out several books to get you through the extremely hot days last 
month? I found it so relaxing to sit with a glass of cold tea and a good 
book in the comforts of my air conditioning. We have so many, many good 
books in our library to choose from.

Before becoming the church librarian, I had only been interested in the 
several shelves of fiction. I had convinced myself that I would not enjoy the 
biographies, Christian living, family living, etc. Well, I must confess that, 
after taking a closer look at the back covers and reading the summary of 
those books mentioned above, I found some wonderful reading. Now, I find 
myself ‘taking turns’ and reading a variety of books. So, it must be true, 
you can teach an old dog new tricks.

Another group of good books have been added to our library this week.

If you have enjoyed the ‘Tales from Grace Chapel Inn’ which we have many, 
I am confident you will also enjoy Amazing Grace and The Pipe Organ.

You Can Do It, Sam by Amy Hest, is a great children’s picture book on 
encouraging children.

‘The Extraordinary Women series of 6 DVDs is designed to help women 
help themselves and others. Women today are doing more than ever 
before in history. New issues confront them on a daily basis. How does a 
woman cope with the unique stress of motherhood, career, relationships, 
singleness, financial freedom, etc.? This series will help women have a 
better understanding of how to handle the pressures and complexities of 
life and offer them help and encouragement during these times.’ (copied 
from DVD cover)

Friend of the Wind by Jerry Reeder. Jerry has seen God move in 
extraordinary ways
throughout his over eighty years of life. He started his adult life as an 
employee of IBM but quickly took a turn for a life of adventure as a bush 
pilot for missionaries and those engaged in ministry from China to New 
Guinea. As an established prophetic voice and teacher in the northern 
Indiana region, and now a resident of Florida, he reflects on the adventures 
that God desires to engage us in, to gather fruit for the Kingdom. (copied 
from online review) HAPPY READING
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