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Sunday, as we sang in worship of God together waves of sadness would rise up within 
me and almost drive me to tears, over and over again making it nearly impossible to 
sing.  It’s very frustrating to me because I’m really not a crier and even more frustrating 
to me because it has been happening a lot the last few months and I’m not entirely sure 
what brings it on.  But when it happens it overwhelms me and I have absolutely no idea 
what to do about it.   I totally hate the fact I have no control over these emotions that 
come out of nowhere.  But I hate even more that it has added to my struggle within 
myself when I sit down to spend time with God.  It’s like there’s a barrier there that 
occasionally drops so I can see that God is still there but as soon as I get a tiny glimpse 
the barrier quickly goes back up . . . and my heart yearns for the barrier to be completely 
removed.

I was listening to Lisa Harper on the television show Better Together this past week 
and she suggested that she felt the phrase ‘to walk in the Spirit’ found in Galatians 5:16 
would be better translated as ‘to hike in the Spirit’.  She felt that a walk was too tame 
of  a description for what happens when you travel with the Spirit.  This idea rang true 
to me and I found myself looking up the Greek word for the word ‘walk’ in Galatians to 
see what I would find.  Interestingly, the Greek word (G4043) is defined as ‘to make due 
use of opportunities; progress’.  I would say that definition would make ‘hike’ a fitting 
translation.

Greetings from the Search Committee.  As we look toward November there are a couple
updates we can pass along.  In our September update we mentioned our use of 
churchstaffing.org as one of the tools we have tried.  We did end our use of that service 
after the first month.  It was good for us to see and try, but ultimately we decided it 
wouldn’t be the most useful tool for us.  We continue to talk with Susan at Central 
Plains and also have names cross our paths from individuals and interactions.  We 
continue to explore those as they come our way.  With the upcoming Thanksgiving 
and Christmas seasons we will be cutting back our regularly scheduled meetings, 
so they won’t fall twice a month.  We will add meetings if something arises between 
our scheduled meetings.  We continue to pray for God’s wisdom and direction in this 
process; for patience as God leads.  We pray for Josh as he leads our congregation, 
and we ask you to continue praying for all of these things as well.  As we approach 
Thanksgiving it is with grateful hearts that we praise God for the many gifts he has 
granted our congregation and with anticipation as we see what God has in store for our 
congregation as well!

Submitted by Stacy Ropp Miller
On behalf of the Search Committee
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Galatians 5:16 says “I say, then, walk (or hike) by the Spirit and you will certainly not carry 
out the desire of the flesh.“  It intrigues me to note in this verse that it does not warn you 
against doing what the flesh desires.  It just tells you that if you are walking with the Spirit 
you just won’t do what the flesh desires.  Not sinning is a natural outcome of walking with 
the Spirit.  Another natural outcome of walking with the Spirit is the fruit of the Spirit (love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control. Gal. 
5:22-23)  These are not things we need to strive to do.  They are just byproducts of walking 
(hiking) with the Spirit.  This leads me to believe that traveling with the Spirit is more than 
just an easy stroll on a leisurely day, but rather it is an intentional journey we choose to 
participate in again and again and again.

When I struggle in my time alone with God I find myself wandering back to the books of the 
prophets. They speak to me in a special way.  So when you are reading them and wonder 
why God placed them in the Bible, you can remember me. (Just like I have to remind myself 
when I am reading through the book of Psalms that God placed them there for someone 
else’s spiritual health).  Recently, Zephaniah 3 spoke to my heart.  Zephaniah is a prophecy 
about the end times.  In chapter 3, there is sadness woven through the words as it speaks 
about Jerusalem.  Verse 2 says the following, “She has not obeyed; she has not accepted 
discipline.  She has not trusted in the Lord; she has not drawn near to her God.”  The she in 
this verse is Jerusalem, the Bride of Christ.  

As I read and reread this verse, I found my heart breaking.  The bride isn’t obeying.  The 
bride is refusing discipline.  The bride is not trusting God.  The bride is not drawing closer 
to God.  This is a devastating picture.  I Samuel 15:22 tells us that obedience is better than 
sacrifice. Job 5:17 tells us that happy is the person the Lord corrects and to not reject 
discipline.  The bride is in a very bad situation in this picture.

Now it would be easy to say but this was written before Christ offered His perfect sacrifice 
and this is before the Holy Spirit came to live inside us, but wait . . . remember this is a 
prophecy   about end times.  Scan down three verses to Zephaniah 3:5a “The righteous Lord 
is in her,” This prophecy is speaking of the bride of Christ who has the Holy Spirit within her.  
Yet she has not obeyed, accepted disciple, trusted God nor drawn near to Him.  I pray, this is 
not me.  I pray, this is not us.
 
It reminds me that I need to hike with the Spirit so that this prophecy will not be me.  
Galatians 5 tells us if we ‘hike’ with the Spirit we will obey, accept discipline, trust God and 
draw near to Him.  Hiking with the Spirit is vital to our spiritual lives.  Zephaniah goes on 
to say to wait on the Lord.  That He will restore.  Zephaniah 3:9 “For I will then restore pure 
speech to the peoples so that all of them may call on the name of the Lord and serve Him 
with a single purpose.”  Zephaniah 3:13 “The remnant of Israel will no longer do wrong or 
tell lies; a deceitful tongue will not be found in their mouths.  They will pasture and lie down 
with nothing to make them afraid.”  God will restore us if we will ‘hike with Him’.

I don’t know what this does for me today.  Honestly, my struggle continues and I don’t know 
how long it will last.  But I do know that I desire to ‘hike’ with the Spirit and that I believe 
that in the long run I will be restored.  God tells me this is so and I have decided to believe 
Him.  Today, I pray that you will choose over and over and over again to ‘hike’ with the Spirit.  
If you need someone to encourage you to keep hiking, reach out to me and I will do my best 
to cheer you on.  We need each other to help us to remember to keep putting one foot in 
front of the other while our eyes are steadfastly focused on God.  As always, in pursuit
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