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On December 19th the youth were treated to a Christmas Party at 
Madison & Annette Witthoft’s home. We enjoyed a wonderful meal of 
many food choices for fondue along with a chocolate fountain. Many 
of us had never made fondue before! We also had a white elephant 
gift exchange and then played Bingo. The youth were given thrift 
store finds of silly/Christmas clothes to wear over their own clothing 
for the evening. 

Thank you Witthoft’s for a fun and enjoyable evening! 
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“For we did not follow cleverly concocted fables when we made known to you the 
power and return of our Lord Jesus Christ; no, we were eyewitnesses of his grandeur.” 
2 Peter 1:16.  This morning I felt compelled to read 1st and 2nd Peter because of the 
book Holier Than Thou by Jackie Hill Perry.  She tied together the scriptures of Isaiah 
6 (Isaiah’s encounter with God) and Luke 5 (Jesus’s call of Peter) in a way that I had 
never connected before.  It has been one of many things that her book has caused me to 
ponder.

You see in Luke 5 that a group of fishermen had worked hard at fishing all night and 
caught nothing.  Yet Jesus asks them to lower their nets once more, which they agreed 
to do only because Jesus was the one who asked.  The result was a yield of more 
fish than their nets could handle.  It’s an amazing experience.  But what was Peter’s 
response?  Luke 5:8 “But when Peter saw it he fell down at Jesus’ knees saying, “Go 
away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful Man!”  Does this not sound familiar to Isaiah’s 
response when he realized he was in the presence of God in Isaiah 6:5? “Woe to me! I 
am destroyed, for my lips are contaminated by sin, and I live among people whose lips 
are contaminated by sin.”  Jackie HIll Perry notes it is interesting that for both Isaiah and 
Peter that being in God’s company didn’t inspire praise first but confession. She states: 
“Holiness makes honesty an obligation.  Whether we see ourselves as a communicator 
of God’s truth like Isaiah or a person with collar colored blue, our titles tell us little about 
who we are really.  Whatever we do and however we identify, when near God, we will see 
the truth and nothing but it.  That’s what God is, we are not.  Holy.”  She goes on to say, 
“At the point when we begin to think of God as being anything other than holy is the 
moment we are imagining a completely different god altogether.”  

The reality is that God is the only one who can absolutely show me what holiness 
actually is and at the same time reveal to me that I am not.  As much as I desire to be in 
God’s presence, I must admit it is somewhat terrifying to consider how I will handle the 
full knowledge of just how much I fall short on my own.  I have to wonder if Paul’s three 
days of blindness after his encounter with God on his way to Damascus was a blessing.  
It may have given him some much needed time to process what he had experienced.  

I find myself considering the weight of the experience of being in God’s presence. 
(Notice, I didn’t say “standing” because it seems to me in scripture falling down in God’s 
presence is far more common.)  This causes me to consider how God went out of His 
way to do a work so the people in His presence could draw near.  God sent the seraphim 
to bring hot coals to Isaiah’s lips, Jesus called Peter to follow Him, and through a vision 
God sent Ananias to Paul to place hands on Paul so he could see and receive the Holy 
Spirit.  With all three, God revealed to them that they were unworthy to be in God’s 
presence and something needed to change.  God revealed truth.  Then God offered a 
way to overcome their sins. After that they all were called to take action, or I would say 
they were called to obedience.  Isaiah said, “Send me.”  Peter left and followed Jesus.  
Paul went out to preach the Gospel. Exposure to God’s holiness had to come. Then 
change had to happen; sin had to be overcome. Then acts of obedience followed.

God is Holy
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Christ’s act on the cross not only was an act of love, but it was the ultimate act of justice 
that is required in order for all of us sinners to have the opportunity to be in God’s holy 
presence.  God’s holiness does not accept sin.  If we don’t take that act of justice Christ 
offers, we are opting out of spending eternity with God.  And why would we want to 
do that?  Matthew 25:41 tells us that hell was prepared for the devil and his angels.  The 
devil and the fallen angels don’t want to be in hell.  Isn’t that telling? It must be off 
the scale terrible if the devil doesn’t want to be there.  That’s pretty scary.  Hell exists. 
Jesus talked about hell more than anyone else in the Bible.  However, I think it is good 
to note that Jesus talked about heaven three times more than He talked about hell.  It 
is my conclusion, that God doesn’t want us turning to Him for fire insurance.  He desires 
for us to seek Him because we realize He truly is holy and set apart.  He wants us to 
acknowledge that He is unique . . . nothing and no one else is like Him, has ever been like 
Him, nor will ever be like Him.  Only God is holy and that is why we need to acknowledge 
Him as our HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD ALMIGHTY.  But we have to allow God to remove 
our sins.  He absolutely doesn’t allow sin to stay in His presence.  Just as Isaiah, Peter, 
Paul and many others were invited into God’s presence, so are we.  I pray we follow their 
example and allow Jesus’s sacrifice to cover our sins.  I pray we allow the Holy Spirit’s 
presence to enter in us to change our hearts.  I also pray we allow God the Father to 
lead us in His Holy guidance.  Then as Peter wrote in his 2nd letter we can say, ‘We too, 
experienced God’s grandeur.” As always, in pursuit
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