
1
Kalona Mennonite Church
February 2022

Page 3-4

Are We Using the Lens God Gave Us
Dawn Wyse

READ
MORE

March Birthdays

March Anniversaries

Ruby Miller, March 6th
Janet Showalter, March 14th
Leo Schrock, March 22nd

Ed & Carol Miller, March 19th

READ
MORE

Page 2

More Commas, Please!
Judy Yoder



2
Kalona Mennonite Church
July 2021

So, here is my first time to write something for the Mustard Seed; you might ask, 
why now? Maybe because I hit another first in my life...no longer 69 and holding, 
now entering the 7th decade of my life journey.

Let’s begin with me asking you, have you ever heard the phrase, “Life is too short 
for lukewarm coffee” OR “ Life is too short for sensitive teeth?” Perhaps you have.

However, this might be a new one for you. It was for me. I heard this while watching 
a movie. The lead role actress was a real firecracker who spoke really fast.  The 
lead actor asked her, “Why do you talk so fast?” She replied, “ Life is too short for 
commas.”

Now this got my attention - really??? Life is too short for commas? I got to thinking 
about the “commas” in our lives, the times when we give ourselves permission to 
slow down the fast pace, the times when we pause to catch our breath. It is like 
pushing the pause button on the life remote.

I realize I am grateful for the “commas” and need them. For me the comma 3 Rs are 
taking time to
Remember who God and Jesus have been in my life and what they have done for 
me.
Responding to God each day as He leads me with His Right hand.
Rekindle the fire in my soul as His Spirit speaks to me in those quiet, slow down 
moments.

I am practicing taking a hymn or a scripture and paying close attention to the 
commas. I invite you to look at th hymn, Oh, Worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness. p.124 in the hymnal.

Pausing at the commas creates a sweet quietness, even a closeness to God. Look at 
the three verses - the Trinity is named.

Verse 1, Glory to the Father, (now watch for a description of the Father), abounding 
in mercy! Be joyful, all ye people, and magnify the Lord God. (here we see our 
Response to the Father) I love that!!

This pattern repeats in verse 2 and 3. Jesus and the Spirit are identified and we see 
how we should respond. I am suggesting that the commas slow us down so we 
don’t miss the beautiful descriptive words and what our response should be.

I know I haven’t shared with you anything too earth shattering, but somehow paying 
attention to the “commas: enrich my life and matter to me. It is the :commas” of my 
life when I am still before God and am reminded that he is God!

So, , , be glad for the commas! Life is Not too short for the commas!

More Commas, Please
Judy Yoder
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For quite some time God has been working in my heart about the frustration/negative 
attitudes I have about the purpose He has given me. I am not enjoying the process at all 
and I have been rebellious and resistant to Him.  Honestly, I find myself wishing that God 
would give me a different purpose . . . one that fits in and is more accepted by others . . 
.so I would feel more like I actually belong.  Yet none of my cleverly devised reasons for 
God to change my purpose to something else has swayed Him.  I’ve lost every debate 
with God on the subject and even though I do not like His answer, it also gives me 
comfort.  God knows what is best because He has complete vision and I do not.  Also, 
God isn’t going to change just because I throw a temper tantrum.  I can trust Him to be 
a firm foundation.  God knows best.  So despite my frustration in God’s response He has 
been gracious in giving me some things to ponder and expand my vision of Him and His 
plans.  

Recently, I heard someone saying that we need to know what kind of lens we are using 
when we read the Bible and what lens others are using as well.  This will help us to 
bridge the gap in our understanding.  For example, I would assume Billy Graham read 
the Bible largely from an evangelism lens because of the purpose that God placed on 
His life.  This person suggested that N.T. Wright read the Bible primarily from a kingdom 
lens.  There is nothing wrong with either lens. There are good things that can be learned 
about God through each of these lenses, but better yet would be for the church to 
combine the two lenses to get a deeper and richer view than they could by only using 
one of them.

I think of it a bit like my prescription glasses.  I own three pairs of prescription glasses.  
The first one is my bifocals (because I am old . . . just  ask my kids.)  The second is my 
computer glasses.  They help me to see the screen clearly without continually moving 
my neck.  The third is my sunglasses, which I especially appreciate when I am driving on 
a sunny, snowcovered day.  All of these glasses have specific purposes in my life.  They 
are all designed to help my eyes see, but each is made for certain situations.  Driving 
with my computer glasses isn’t a good idea because they are made for me to see clearly 
at the distance to my computer screen.  Using my sunglasses inside the house isn’t a 
helpful way for me to see clearly.  Do I absolutely need all three pairs of glasses to live 
out my life? No. My bifocals would allow me to do everything I need to do, but the other 
two glasses improve my vision in ways that make my life better and more productive.  

Apply this idea to church.  If we allow God to work freely within us He will continually 
develop us into a specific lens that the church needs in order to have a better, deeper 
and more detailed view of Him.  We need to not only be willing to share our lens with 
the church but also be willing to take a look through someone else’s lens using God’s 
discernment in order for our church to fully develop as His disciples.  It’s a group 
process.  God intended for it to be so.  None of us is given all the pieces to the puzzle. 
We all must work together, acknowledging that we are all necessary and that at the 
same time we are not made for the same purpose . . . that’s the deeper blessing if we will 
just embrace it.

Are We Using the Lens God Gave us?
Dawn Wyse
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In 2 Kings 6:17 Elisha prays for God to allow his servant to see.  At this moment, all the 
servant can see is the city surrounded with horses and chariots, but Elisha desires for 
his servant to see what he (Elisha sees).  Elisha desires to share his lens with his servant 
and God grants his request.  “The Lord opened the servant’s eyes and he saw that the 
mountain was covered with horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” My guess 
is that Elisha’s lens grew the faith of Elisha’s servant.  Did the servant need Elisha’s 
lens every moment of his life?  Most likely, not, but at that divine moment it made a 
difference.  The struggle is knowing what is the appropriate lens to use at the right time.

When the prophet Nathan came before David and confronted him about his sin. (2 
Samuel 12)  David was wise in using Nathan’s lens.  It led David to repentance of sin and 
reconciliation with God.  On the flip side, Saul wasn’t willing to use Samuel’s lens (his 
guidance) and God rejected Saul.  David chose the right lens to use.  Saul refused the 
correct lens and it did not go well.  Now Solomon had a lazy eye.  He tried to keep one 
eye on God and allow his other eye to wander to pleasing his wives.  He used their lens 
at times and nothing good came out of it.  Maybe Solomon needed blinders to keep his 
eyes on God . . . a situation where tunnel vision could have been a lens containing a gift.  

Now Solomon’s son, Rehoboam had a choice of lenses before him.  He tried them both 
out.  He listened to the elders and then he listened to the young men.  If he had listened 
to God he would have chosen the lens from the elders, but instead he chose the lens of 
the young men he had grown up with, his friends.  He chose a lens not from God.  His 
outcome was bad.  We need to guard ourselves from doing the same.  We need to be 
careful to not be choosing a lens for the wrong reason.  Thankfully, we have the Holy 
Spirit living within us in order to help us choose the correct lens to use at the perfect 
time.  

Every person in church needs a pathway to redemption.  The only way we can provide 
that for the community of believers is if we are good stewards of the lenses in our 
congregation.  We need to help each other know that their lens is important and 
encourage them to keep it in working order.  In the past month, Curt and I have been 
invited twice to events to help us deepen our faith. I cannot tell you how much that 
touched my heart.  It meant the world to me.  It made me feel loved by God’s family 
because they wanted me to grow spiritually.  But it also made me feel incredibly sad, 
because it didn’t come from my church and it has been a long time since my church 
encouraged me in my spiritual growth.  And it convicted me. I need to watch for God’s 
opportunities to encourage other people and challenge them to grow spiritually as 
well.  It also showed me that I need to be looking out for people like me who have a lens 
that needs to be used and help them find a way to have it ready when God presents 
an opportunity.  We need to be careful to not throw away the tools in the church that 
God has given us.  (Not everyone is designed for the same purpose and trying to get 
everyone to serve in the same way is a bit like using a hammer to saw a board.)  Maybe, 
it isn’t their time for use, but we need to keep them in working order because the time 
will come when they are vitally needed.  And we will miss God’s given opportunities if 
they are not there and ready when that time comes.

I’m not sure if this helps anyone or not.  God has given each of us a purpose and some 
purposes are more easily understood by us than others.  But God understands it all and 
treasures it.  We just need to encourage each other to be in active pursuit of the purpose 
God reveals to each of us . . . whether we understand it or not.  And God will reveal it to 
us. “His sheep will recognize the Shepherd’s voice.” (John 10:27) As always, in pursuit

Lens (continued)


