
1
Kalona Mennonite Church
April 2022

Page 2-3

Which Tree Will
You Choose

Dawn Wyse

READ
MORE

April Anniversaries
Jim & Sandy Gingerich, April 11th
Ronnie & Fannie Miller, April 15th
Ed & Marge Hershberger, April 17th



2
Kalona Mennonite Church
July 2021

Curt and I were blessed with a short vacation together recently.  It was our first vacation 
together in about five years.  This is not necessarily what I would recommend but 
sometimes life is messy and what happens isn’t what you prefer.  Anyway, we knew we were 
both pretty burnt out and needed some of God’s discernment, so we rented a house in the 
middle of nowhere and spent a lot of our days in prayer, Bible study and reflection.  We 
both went into this time with some questions we wanted answers to, but left the time with 
no answers to those questions. Yet God spoke in other ways.

“If you believe what you like in the Bible, you really don’t believe the Bible, you believe 
yourself.” is a quote by Mal McSwain paraphrasing Augustine.  I came across it during my 
time away and it helped me to open up myself to listen not just for the answers to the 
questions I had, but for the words that God wanted me to hear most from Him.  This quote 
helped remind me that just because I am not getting the responses I think I need, it doesn’t 
mean God isn’t speaking.  I needed to trust Him more to supply me and care for me exactly 
in the way I most needed . . . even if I don’t in my human mind agree with what God says my 
needs are.  I need to trust God even when it doesn’t compute in my limited knowledge.

When I set up to write today I laid out the books and notes I felt I might need.  Stared at 
them a bit, took a picture of them for some odd reason and then realized I needed to spend 
some time in prayer first.  As I was walking and praying for God’s guidance in writing this 
article I sensed God telling me to go to my prayer room and look out the window.  I know 
it seems a little odd, but I went to my window and looked out wondering what would 
catch my eyes, expecting a brightly colored bird or something showing signs of spring 
or a fox that we see so rarely.  But no, it was none of those things and at first I was a bit 
disappointed and then I noticed the tree my kids gave me one Mother’s Day.  Its very top 
branches were swaying in the light wind and I could feel my heart burst into a smile.  Over 
the last few years, God the Holy Spirit has come to remind me through the movements the 
wind causes that He is here with me.  It has been a blessing.  It was also a clue that I was to 
write about trees.

At Christmas, in our stockings we try to always put some sort of devotional/inspirational 
book.  This year I realized I had purchased one more than I needed. Needless to say, I 
added it to my collection of books I intend to read.  I am so glad I did.  God of All Things: 
Rediscovering the Sacred in an Everyday World by Andrew Wilson was an interesting read 
that I would definitely recommend.  Every chapter is fairly short and stands alone.  The 
chapter on trees is one of the chapters that stood out in my mind (as did many others).  In 
the book Andrew Wilson says, “Jesus is nailed to a tree of death-the cursed tree, the tree of 
the law which gives us the knowledge of good and evil-but by doing so, He turns it into the 
tree of life.”  

This is quite an intriguing path to consider. We are told in Genesis 2 that ‘God placed the 
tree of life in the middle of the garden, as well as the tree of knowledge of good and evil’, 
telling Adam that he ‘must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on 
the day you eat from it, you will certainly die.’ Well, that didn’t work out so great.  Adam 
and Eve ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, causing what God told them 
would happen to come true . . . man would certainly die.  So God set a security system in 
place (cherubim and flaming sword) to keep man from the tree of life.  What a mess!  Seems 
unsolvable . . . but God.
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So we turn to Jesus dying on the cross (Matthew 27 is the passage I am focusing on).  
Visualize the cross as the tree of knowledge of good and evil, not just any old cross.  
When Jesus died what happened?  First there was an earthquake and rocks split open.  
I see this as creation acknowledging what Jesus had just done to the tree of life. (Plus, 
isn’t it interesting how the rocks split open after Jesus’s response to the Pharisees in 
Luke 19 on Palm Sunday ‘‘I, tell you, if they were to keep silent, the stones would cry 
out.’ Jesus’s people didn’t understand what was happening but the rocks did.) Next, 
consider the curtain in the temple being torn from top to bottom.  Is it too far of a reach 
to say that this is the Law acknowledging what Jesus had just done to the tree of life?  I 
don’t think so. This act by Jesus was a better way to God than the Law was.  Lastly, and 
I must admit I am not sure how solid of an idea this is.  Could Matthew’s mention of the 
centurion stating ‘Truly this man was the Son of God?” be a vague acknowledgement 
by the government, without realizing it, of what Jesus had just done to the tree of life? 
Creation, the Law and government acknowledging Jesus’s invitation to us from the 
cross.  Such wonderful things to ponder!

Now let’s turn to the beginning of Revelation 22.  How many trees are mentioned?  One.  
“The tree of life was on each side of the river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
fruit every month.  The leaves of the tree are for the healing nations, and there will no 
longer be any curse.” And what a tree it is!  Wow!!

So let’s put it all together.  In the garden, man chooses to obtain knowledge through 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil instead of relying solely on God.  This 
choice denies them access to the tree of life.  However, God had a plan . . . enter Jesus, 
fully God and fully man, living the perfect life on earth in order to offer Himself as a 
perfect sacrifice on the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  This plan gives us the 
opportunity to have eternal access to the tree of life if we are willing to repent (turning 
away from choosing sin) and accepting Jesus’s perfect sacrifice, therefore choosing a 
life where we put our efforts into walking in obedience God.  If we choose Jesus’s offer 
to us then we are choosing to allow God to exile the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil from our life.  No longer will our knowledge lead us.  We choose to look to God.

There are some hard questions to wrestle with through all this.  What do I really desire 
when I want answers?  Do I want the tree of life or the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil?  I know that when I went into my time of discernment I had a list (a literal 
list - I wrote them down) that I wanted God to answer.  As I struggled with not getting 
my questions answered (not a single one), I pondered on what I desired.  Did I want 
to find truth on my own (the tree of knowledge of good and evil) or did I want to find 
truth through God (taking my eyes off the tree of knowledge and placing them firmly 
on God)?  Honestly, it was difficult realizing how much I rely on my own understanding 
and impossible to release my grip on it without God’s help.  Once I acknowledged my 
problem and turned it over to God, none of my questions were answered, but God spoke 
to me in other . . . better ways.  My time of discernment was good, a true blessing and I 
thank God for it.

So which tree are you desiring most?  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
(finding truth as defined by you and the world) or the tree of life (leaning on and 
trusting in God for everything).  Definitely, worth spending your time considering.  
Praying we all choose the tree of life.  Also, praying we live our lives in ways that 
encourage others to keep choosing God.  As always, in pursuit.
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