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On Wednesday, April 13th the Jr. MYF, Venture Girls, and Venture Boys got together to 
package meals for “Take Away Hunger.”  Over a couple of hours the group packaged 30 
boxes of food, which equals 1080 meals.  Thank you to the KMC community for donating 
funds for the meals to be packaged.  Everyone had a fun time and even had the opportunity 
to sample one of the meals.

Take Away Hunger

Recently, Curt and I had the opportunity to visit the Ark Encounter.  My favorite thing about 
my time was how it contrasted living in obedience to God vs living in disobedience to God, 
stressing on the point that we each have to make the choice.  It made an impact on me and 
got me to wondering a bit about whether we work too hard on just showing the benefits of 
following God faithfully and burying the negatives of living a life that turns its back on God. 
Does seeing the good beside the bad make the good even more appealing?  Does the bad 
not seem quite as bad when it is seen alone?  Or is it preferable to only focus on the good 
and bury the bad, as if it doesn’t exist?  Deep thoughts . . . and that’s where I was content to 
keep them for now, but God . . . 

A few days ago, I was finishing up some reading in the book of Isaiah when God pressed 
two of the verses firmly in my mind.  I’m not particularly surprised when God shows me 
verses He desires for me to meditate upon.  Isn’t that one of the great benefits of reading a 
book with the Author sitting beside you?  However, these two verses are not uplifting, but 
rather quite sobering.  I was like, ‘Really, Lord?’.  Then I felt like He nudged my heart and let 
me know that I was to write this month’s article around these verses.  Then I groaned like a 
middle schooler who just received an assignment of a 10 page paper (with footnotes) that 
had to be written over the weekend.  

Do You See the Dying?
Dawn Wyse
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Here are the verses:

Isaiah 66:16 “For the Lord will execute judgment on all humanity with his fiery sword,
and many will be slain by the Lord.”  

Isaiah 66:24 “As they leave, they will see the dead bodies of those who have rebelled against me; for their 
worm will never die, their fire will never go out, and they will be a horror to all humanity.”

I encourage you to allow God to work in your heart as you read this because my words will not be perfect, 
but I know He can use my imperfect words to show you perfectly what He desires for you to see.

There will be a time of judgment. There will be more people spending their eternity in hell than in heaven.  
The Bible tells us these things and it is SOBERING!!! And it is heartbreaking, because it is a choice that need 
not be.  So let’s dig into this topic.

Let’s look into the flood.  Often we look at this story from the perspective of Noah and how His family was 
saved along with all those adorable animals, while glossing over Genesis 7:22-23a: “Everything with the 
breath of the spirit of life in its nostrils—everything on dry land died.  He wiped out every living thing that 
was on the face of the earth, from mankind to livestock, to creatures that crawl, to the birds of the sky, 
and they were wiped off the earth.” Note that everything or every is listed 3 times in this short space.  I 
can’t come close to imagining the utter death that happened.  It chills me to the bone.  But what shakes 
me more is Luke 17:26 “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of Man:” It’s 
going to happen again.  There will be judgment on the practice of sin and people will have to accept the 
consequence of choosing sin over God . . . the consequence of hell (eternal separation of God).  Noah is 
mentioned in at least five books of the New Testament as a reminder, a foreshadowing, of things to come.  
I believe it is to underline to us the contrast between Noah, obedient to God and safe on the ark, and ALL 
that was wiped out due to sin, outside of the ark.  As Christians, we are called to draw as many people as 
we can onto the ark (onto the path of discipleship and obedience to God).  We are called to allow God to 
use us in order to help people to see that they are currently choosing hell and that heaven (obedience to 
and eternity with God) is the best long term choice.

Jesus spoke of Hell and of Heaven often.  He wanted his disciples to be fully aware of both.  He told them 
in Mark 9 how it would be better to enter into heaven lame or blind than to be thrown into hell physically 
whole.  I find it interesting that the Bible speaks of people being cast or thrown into Hell.  They never 
appear to be heading into Hell willingly, even though it is the choice they made.  It’s hard to see the 
outcome for unbelievers, but when we see it, shouldn’t we allow God to use it to focus us more on the 
urgency we should have in living lives that draw people towards Him and away from Hell?  The end of 
Exodus 14 tells us that when Israel saw the dead Egyptians on the shore of the Dead Sea they saw more of 
God and had more awe for and belief in Him.  

We live in a time where people talk a lot about rights.  But I would say I agree with something Tim Keller 
is credited for saying. “God is a lot more concerned about righteousness . . . not rights”.  We can fight 
all our life for rights, but if at the end of our life we haven’t spent our time learning from God how to live 
righteously then all will be lost.  In Galatians 5 it lists out all the fruit of the Spirit. We all seem to enjoy 
talking about them . . . love, joy, peace, etc.  However, I heard someone point out recently that the only 
imperative thing we are to do in order to have this fruit is to ‘walk in the Spirit’ (Galatians 5:16).  Walking in 
the Spirit leads to heaven and Godly righteousness (and the fruit of the Spirit).  Walking in the flesh takes 
you down a wide path that leads to hell and nothing righteous, not even one tiny bit.

The first thing you need to know is: where are you headed . . . heaven or hell?  If you don’t know and need 
someone to talk to I’d be glad to talk to you anytime. Call me, text me, flag me down and I’ll be there.   I’m 
sure Josh or any of the elders would love to talk to you as well.  Find someone you’d be comfortable talking 
to and figure out the answer.

Do You See the Dying?
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The second thing you need to be aware of, if you are headed to heaven:  Do you see the 
dying? Too often I think we like to believe everyone is basically good and don’t spend 
much time considering where they will spend their eternity.  The story of Paul having a 
dream about a man in Macedonia crying for help in Acts 16 came to mind today.  Right 
after this dream Paul felt an urgency to make plans to bring the Gospel to Macedonia.  
We often feel an urgency to help people with physical needs, and that’s good, but it is 
also short term.  Heaven and hell is the biggest deal.  Eternity is much longer than we 
perceive it to be. Shouldn’t we be feeling a greater urgency about how people will spend 
eternity?

So how are you living your life?  Are you allowing the Holy Spirit to be in control of your 
walk?  Yesterday someone said if you want God to be opening and closing doors in your 
life you better take your hand off the doorknob.  I definitely could relate!  The Holy Spirit 
won’t direct my steps if I don’t choose to allow Him to do so.

What are your main goals in life?  Is bringing people closer to God’s kingdom one of 
them?  Is helping people to stay on the narrow path leading toward heaven one of your 
objectives in a given day?

I have a personal story about this.  Curt and I are physically exhausted.  Our business 
is short staffed and every time we think we’ve found a way to make things smoother 
another challenge arises.  So I have been bellyaching to God, saying ‘God, if you would 
just bring me some more help or give me a way to be more efficient, I would have more 
time, rest and energy to serve you better.’  I have been a broken record with that one 
in my prayers.  Well, I think God decided it was time to teach me something new.  As 
I woke up one morning this week, I felt God saying that my walk on the narrow path 
needs to be slow enough right now so the person walking behind knows they are not 
alone on the path.  Definitely changed my perspective.

Now isn’t that a kick in the pants?  Our Christian walks aren’t solo endeavors.  We need 
each other along the way.  We also need to be seen on the path so someone with the 
masses on the wide path might see us and be drawn to join us on our narrow path walk 
towards eternity with God (heaven).  Also, I must admit seeing others on the narrow way 
has often encouraged me to take the next step I am told to take.  God may be allowing 
our pace to be slowed at times for the good of His Church.  Other times, He may be 
giving us a glimpse of someone a ways ahead of us to give us a push to catch up to 
them and have some fellowship time.  The only way to know for sure is to allow the Holy 
Spirit to lead.

When I look at Christ returning I find myself full of incredible joy and heavy with 
devastation.  I cannot tell you how eager I am to be forever with God and forever 
without the effects of sin.  Yet there are so many that I love and care for that if Christ 
would come this minute would not be there with me.  I see the dying and it breaks my 
heart.  But I think the tension of these two things are what God desires for us to use for 
motivation.  He wants us to crave to be forever with Him in an environment without any 
sin, but He also wants us to crave for everyone else to be there with us.  These need to 
be the driving forces in our life. To live righteously obedient to God and to do everything 
in our power to encourage everyone else to make the same choice.  Because it is a 
choice.  Life or death.  Heaven or hell.  As for me, I choose life . . . heaven . . . eternity 
with God.  I pray you do too.  As always, in pursuit.

Do You See (continued)
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Join us in praying for KMC’s Vacation Bible School .  The theme this year is Food Truck 
Party:  On a Roll with God.  In this Mustard Seed is a prayer list to get you started.  On the 
one page we are encouraging people to pray one thing from each category every day . 
. . more if you like.  Please, start praying right away.  On the other page we have prayer 
suggestions for each day of the actual week of Bible School that focuses on the theme for 
the day. 

Prayer is foundational to life change and transformation.  Using these prayer prompters are 
a way of being a prayer catalyst participating with the Holy Spirit in impacting the lives of 
those involved in  Bible School.  Please pray fervently.  It’s going to be an amazing week of 
seeing God answering these prayers.  Thanks for joining us in prayer.

Bible School Prayer List
Dawn Wyse

 2022 KALONA MENNONITE VACTION BIBLE SCHOOL PRAYER LIST

God Working Students

Teachers, 
Superintendents and 
other leaders Those Serving Essentials Misc

For the Holy Spirit to amaze 
students as He speaks to 
them through the Truth of His 
Word

Faith to believe that God 
can do what He says He 
can do

The Holy Spirit anointing 
all the teaches/leaders & 
His message through 
them.

For all the challenges 
that impact serving

Colossians 3:2 'Set your 
minds on things above, 
not on earthly things'

For the right words to be 
spoken; Guard tongues 
so wrong words are not 
spoken

For God to bring deep 
conviction of sin, spiritual 
brokenness, a holy fear of 
God & genuine repentance. 

That people will be 
compelled to invite 
others to Bible school.

For the wordship leaders 
to be anointed to lead 
the students to the 
throne in worship

For everyone praying to 
be passionate & 
persistent in their 
intercession.

Sound & technology 
crews.

Plenty of rest and good 
energy for all

For God to fill His people with 
a passion to see people come 
to faith in Jesus

That everyone God 
desires to be at Bible 
school will be there.

Protection & health for al 
those teaching & leading.

For the people needed 
to have a heart to 
volunteer.

For the weather and 
transportation 

Obedience to God's 
leading

Unbelievers who will attend 
to come to Jesus

Everyone attending will 
have an open heart and 
mind to take in what the 
Holy Spirit presents to 
them.

For Heather, Michelle, 
teachers, leaders for 
effectiveness, stamina, 
details& their personal 
lives.

For the personal needs 
of the volunteers

For all the supplies & 
products needed to 
arrive in a timely 
manner Eyes to see; ears to hear

For everyone attending to 
have renewed desire to grow 
in closer discipleship with 
God

For a hunger for the 
Word and for 
conversation with God.

Protection & good health 
for the families of 
everyone involved.

For every aspect  in the 
lives of these who are in 
any way involved as they 
passionately prepare for 
Bible School.

For the unknown - those 
things that just happen - 
to be at a minimum

Ephesians 4:32  'Be kind 
and compassionate to 
one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you.'

Miracles to take place so no 
one can deny God is at work.

For courage to take the 
steps toward salvation 
and a life of growing 
discipleship to God.

For Heather, Michelle & 
teachers as they prepare.

For kitchen staff, drama 
team, recreation crew, 
music team, art leaders, 
custodians to see 
Christ's leading with an 
open heart.

For Kalona Mennonite, 
Josh, Janice and the 
custodians.

Romans 1:16  'For I am 
not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ'

For God to place a hunger in 
people to know Him better

Psalm 119:11 'Thy word 
have I hid in mine hear, 
that I might not sin 
against thee,'

For teachers, leaders, 
superintendents 
effectiveness, stamina, 
details & their personal 
lives.  For students to 
leave equipped and 
encouraged.

Give thanks to God for 
His provision for all the 
needed volunteers.

Minimal to no conflict; 
Wisdom in navigating 
conflict should it occur

For the relationships 
grown at Bible school will 
continue to grow .
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Main Course:  Give us this day our daily bread.  Matthew 6:11
Monday June 6

THEME:

God Is Great!

SCRIPTURE:

God Provides Manna

and Quail

Exodus 16

-Pray for first day

jitters to go away.

-Pray for new

relationships to grow

-Thank God for

giving KMC this

opportunity.

Tuesday June 7

THEME:

God Is Good!

SCRIPTURE:

Elijah, the Widow,

and the Endless Oil

1 Kings 17:8-16

-Pray for kind words

-Pray for the seeds

of scripture to be

planted in good soil

-Thank God for

everyone giving time

to Bible school

Wednesday June 8

THEME:

Let Us Thank God

For Our Food!

SCRIPTURE:

Daniel and Friends

Eating the Good

Stuff

Daniel 1

-Pray for lives to be

changed

-Pray for everything

to run smoothly

-Thank God for His

provision

Thursday June 9

THEME:

By God’s Hands We

All Are Fed!

SCRIPTURE:

Jesus Feeds the 5000

Plus

John 6:1-13

-Pray for eyes to see

and ears to hear

-Pray for God to be

seen

-Thank God for the

families letting their

children come to

Bible School

Friday Jun 10

THEME:

Give Us, Lord, Our

Daily Bread!

SCRIPTURE:

Jesus Cooks the

Catch of the Day

John 21:1-17

-Pray for the week to

end well

-Pray for a hunger

for God’s word

-Thank God for His

blessings

Sunday Jun 12

THEME:

On a Roll with God

SCRIPTURE:

Give us this day our

daily bread.

Matthew 6:11

-Pray for people to

sense God’s

presence as they

enter the church

-Pray for God’s

Words to be spoken

-Thank God for His

faithfulness

Come join the fun! 
Coffee time is open to 
anyone over 65 years of 
age. There’s plenty of 
laughter, conversation and 
connecting with brothers 
and sisters from KMC. 
Watch the bulletin for the 
next coffee time in May.

Monthly Coffee Time (65+)
Janice Hostetler


