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Darrel Showalter, 83 on June 3rd

Ed D & Mary Jane Miller on June 11th
Derald & Marilyn Bender on June 24th
Roy & Mollie Miller on June 29th
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20 (women and children) met Wednesday, May 11, 2022.  We spent the day 
fellowshipping and knotting 4 comforters.  It was so good to all be together again.  
Our last WMSC meeting was March 4, 2020!!!!
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In the last few months, I have been studying my way through a two volume set of 
commentaries on Matthew.  The first book is called ‘The Christbook: Matthew 1-12’ by 
Frederick Dale Bruner.  This deeper dive into Matthew has come at a time when I have 
been struggling.  It is interesting how God timed this book to come into my life because 
it has led me down roadways of His scripture I have never considered before causing me 
to walk through my challenges ever so slowly with a new lens.  It’s been ever so difficult 
taking so many of the steps and yet just when I want to give up, God has provided a 
comfortable bench with enough of a view of Him to help me to have the courage to get up 
again and take the next steps.

I have to admit that I have had a negative attitude about the Sermon on the Mount . . . well, 
not the Sermon on the Mount as much as a frustration with the frequency that the people 
I was in Bible study with wanted to choose the Sermon on the Mount (or James) for the 
next study.  After so many rounds of studying the Sermon on the Mount, I just wanted to 
stand on a chair and shout, “Yes, there is a lot to learn in the Sermon on the Mount, but 
there is a lot more God also wants us to teach us in the rest of the Bible!.”  So I found 
myself biased against continually studying the Sermon on the Mount.  I’m not proud of it, 
but it is true.  However, I want to share that my study through the Sermon on the Mount in 
the recent weeks added to the treasures God has shown me in Matthew . . .especially the 
chapters immediately after it.

How do you define a miracle?  The dictionary would say something along the lines of ‘a 
surprising and welcome event that is not explicable by natural or scientific laws and is 
therefore considered to be the work of a divine agency.’  In the Greek it would say that a 
miracle is signifying and indicating something beyond itself.  Extraordinary and astonishing 
occurrences become specifically religious phenomena when they express, reveal, or signify 
a religious reality, however defined. Basically, from the Christian perspective the Greek 
is saying that miracles are good things that happen, which we can not in earthly terms 
explain and they point to God.  

My questions to you are these: How do you define a miracle and do you believe in 
miracles?  In my opinion these are very important questions that a Christian must answer.  I 
would even go so far to say that I would personally question whether or not a person was 
truly a Christian if they do not believe in miracles.  Yet, so many people in churches don’t 
believe in miracles . . . many because they can’t pin down how they work.  That is truly a 
difficult thing, because by definition a miracle is something that we cannot explain.

Matthew chapters 8 and 9 are full of miracles.  It is an interesting mix.  Some miracles were 
asked for in faith, sometimes for themselves and sometimes for others.  Some miracles 
happened by Jesus’s Word, some by His touch and some by obedience and some by 
stepping out in faith.  There is no formula that we can figure out and I don’t believe we are 
supposed to figure it out.  The commentary pointed out that discipleship is interwoven 
throughout these documented miracles.  Christ continually teaches as He walks through 
this time with His disciples, helping them to grow in obedience and the miracles of God are 
part of the discipleship process.  Miracles are God’s domain in our life.  Discipleship is our 
role and we need to make sure when the miracles come along that we are using them to 
point ourselves and others to God.  We all need miracles in our lives.

Everyone Needs A Miracle
Dawn Wyse



4
Kalona Mennonite Church
July 2021

The one miracle we all need is salvation.  Christ’s perfect life, death and resurrection is 
something no other person has been able to achieve . . . it is unexplainable in earthly 
terms and it points to God.  We cannot fully grasp how Christ’s selfless act can cover our 
sins and give us full access to eternity with God.  Yet it does.  I would call that a miracle 
and it’s one we all need.  One of many.

For a while now I have been struggling.  Curt would tell you that he wishes I would just 
get over my struggles already.  It’s been my struggle, but it also puts a weight on his 
life.  I’ve had anxiety over family relationships, stress over work, physically I’ve got a 
nagging hip pain and spiritually I am asking God why everything is so difficult.  Why 
can’t anything go smoothly?  My yard is weedy. My house is dirty.  I’m making errors I 
don’t usually make.  I don’t often wake up rested.  And the list goes on.  Yet I am trying 
to do everything right.  I make lists.  I set alarms. Exercise. Have devotions. It feels like 
everytime I make headway in one area another issue comes up.  Someone can’t work.  
Something scheduled takes longer than it should.  None of these things are big, but they 
just feel like there are a million of them. 

Then it hit me last week.  I don’t really know if my problem is physical, mental or 
spiritual.  And I don’t know if I will ever know for sure. But there are some things I can 
know.  One I heard on a podcast.  You never know the outcome of obedience until 
later.  For now I just need to focus on being obedient to each step God is telling me to 
take and to stop worrying over the rest.  The next is that everyone has something they 
need healed in their life.  None of us are complete.  All Christians are in the process of 
allowing God to heal them.  It is a process that will not be complete until Christ returns.  
I need to remember this and cut myself a break.  It’s God’s job to heal me.  It’s my job to 
obediently follow Him.  Also, this process of healing is miraculous. These changes God 
makes in our lives helps others to see how awesome God is.  As I see God making these 
changes I need to take time to praise Him and point to Him in thanksgiving.  Miracles are 
a part of the discipleship process, but it’s not our part to make happen.  It’s our part to 
believe in them and to have faith that miracles will happen in God’s perfect timing.

So here I am . . . still struggling.  But I am trying to keep my eyes on God.  I’m trying to 
take every step God is asking me to take in obedience, but I am also trying to learn how 
to discern when I am forcing myself to take steps that God isn’t asking of me today.  
Matthew 8 refers to Isaiah when it states “He himself took our weaknesses and carried 
our diseases.”  Sometimes I am trying to carry something God is willing to carry for 
me.  He tells us he took our weakness and carried our diseases.  That is past tense.  It is 
done.  Yet I continually put them back on my shoulders.  No wonder I get tired in mind, 
body and spirit.  Lastly, I am doing my best to believe that God will show me miracles 
as I walk in discipleship with Him.  Praying I acknowledge Him when they happen and 
keep growing in discipleship during the time between them.  I pray the same for you.  As 
always, in pursuit
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