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Janice Wallerich, 85 on July 19
Fern Marner, 93 on July 19
Erma Ropp, 91 on July 22
Mahlon Schweitzer, 84 on July 24
Cal Hochstedler, 82 on July 28

Dwight & Jenelle Bender, 52nd on July 4
John & Janice Wallerich, 69th on July 18
Wayne & Judy Beachy, 58th on  July 18
Wilbur & Elsie Mast, 58th on July 24
Warren & Esther Gingerich, 58th on July 31
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A week ago I had a couple of ideas in mind to write about, but yesterday when I had time 
to write I knew they were the wrong topics. However, when I tried to figure it out, my 
mind would go totally blank . . . not even an inkling of an idea.  With my deadline quickly 
approaching, frustration doesn’t begin to describe my feelings at that time. I asked Curt 
to pray for me, then went to do other things in my life.  Later that evening I felt compelled 
to read scripture on one of my previous ideas even though I knew I wasn’t to write on that 
subject.  However, to my surprise the Words of God were refreshing to me and I found 
myself diving deeper and deeper.  It was a time of blessing for me.

Yet as I went to bed I still had no idea what words I was to type into my article.  Recently, I 
have started praying for God to use my sleep time to do His work in me.  I heard someone 
say that the average person sleeps 27 years of their life and why wouldn’t God want to use 
that time for His glory?  It made sense to me, so I am trying to make a habit of offering 
that time to God.  Interestingly, when I woke up I wasn’t as frustrated with not having the 
words yet even though my deadline loomed even closer.  Then I picked up a magazine 
and read a bit about a teacher who said her students all wanted to look in a mirror to see 
themselves, when what they really needed was a window . . . then words started to click 
into place for me.  I stopped reading.

I thought about my bathroom mirror and how when I look at that mirror in the dark that 
the reflection I see isn’t a true picture, in fact I can see very little.  However, when I look 
at it with the light from the window I see a truer picture.  A light fixture can help, but the 
natural light gives a truest view.  The same is true of the Bible.  We can read the Bible and 
get a knowledge of what is there, but to get the truest knowledge from the Bible when 
we use God as the light to provide the knowledge.  “You are being renewed in knowledge 
according to the image of your Creator.” Colossians 3:10

It is amazing how a sight, sound or smell can trigger a memory.  Jen Wilkin wondered 
about Peter’s emotional response to the sound of a cock crowing.  Her take was that 
Peter might feel remorse over his denials of Christ on that horrible night when Jesus was 
arrested.  She may be right but I wonder if there is another possibility. Mark is the only 
gospel that speaks of the cock crowing twice.  It is also the only gospel that speaks of the 
rooster crowing first after his first denial and the second rooster crow comes immediately 
after the third denial.  Mark is thought to have been written by Mark but with Peter being 
his main source of information.  This leads me to wonder even more about the significance 
of the sound of the cock crowing to Peter.

God had plans to use Peter.  Luke gives us a deeper understanding of why Peter’s denial 
was included in the scriptures.  Luke 22:31-32 says “Simon, Simon, look out.  Satan has 
asked to sift you like wheat.  But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.  And 
You, when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”  It seems to me that Jesus 
wasn’t as concerned about Peter denying Him as He was focused on wanting Peter to be 
able to get his relationship back on track with God so that in turn Peter would be able to 
be available to strengthen his brothers down the road.  Jesus knew Peter would mess up 
sometimes, but Jesus wanted Peter to know that there was a fix and that He was working 
on that fix even before Peter’s failure happened.  Jesus told him about the cock crowing 
before it happened.  So did the cock crowing only remind Peter of his failure or did it 
also remind him of how his Savior already knew this would happen and had already gone 
before God on his behalf? 
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Jesus had a pattern of teaching/discipling Peter through their entire relationship.  From 
early on Jesus had given Peter his name.  Before Jesus he was known as Simon.  The 
name Peter was teaching him who Jesus intended him to become. “You are Peter and 
on this rock I will build My church and the gates of hell will not overpower it.  I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven and whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:18-19)  
Jesus had plans for Peter and He wanted Peter to know that truth.

When Peter rebuked Jesus for speaking of His death, Jesus told Peter that he was a 
hindrance to Him and then explained why this was true. “BECAUSE  you’re not thinking 
about God’s concerns but about human concerns.” (Matthew 16:23)  Jesus desired for 
Peter to grow and He intended to walk with Peter through his missteps and show him 
how to do better, how to grow . . . how to be primarily concerned with God’s concerns. 
And Jesus teaching Peter happens repeatedly throughout scripture.

Peter walks on water and then starts to sink.  Christ’s response is “Why did you doubt?” 
(Matthew 14:28-31)  Peter keeps falling asleep as Jesus asks him to pray.  Jesus’s 
response. “Simon, are you sleeping? Couldn’t you stay awake one hour?  Stay awake and 
pray SO that you won’t enter into temptation.  The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” 
(Mark 14:37) Jesus explained to Peter why prayer is needed.

 Jesus wants to wash Peter’s feet but Peter says no.  Jesus responds “If I don’t, you 
have no part of Me.” (John 13:36-37)  Jesus tells Peter why His way of doing things is 
important.

When crowds left Jesus because His teaching was too difficult, Jesus asked the disciples 
if they wanted to go as well.  Peter said, “No, because You have the words of eternal 
life.”  Jesus’s response was “Didn’t I choose you?” Letting Peter and the others know that 
Jesus agreed they were where they belonged. 

Jesus made the most of His time with Peter, using every opportunity to help Peter grow 
in his relationship with God.  We see such a pattern in scripture of this that I have to 
wonder if this created a habit within Peter to turn to God for the lesson each time he 
realized he had messed up.  We see the pattern again in Acts 10 when Peter has the 
vision of the unclean food that he is called to eat.  Peter’s response is that he won’t do 
it because it is wrong.  However, God’s response is “What God has made clean, do not 
call impure.” He was teaching Peter that he needed to do as God says. I find myself 
wondering if Peter was comforted by the knowledge that God believes that he, Peter, is 
worth investing time in. God is going to use the mistakes, the sins, (when we repent) to 
make His disciples stronger.  God has big plans for Peter.

And God has big plans for us too.  I believe Peter believed this too.  2 Peter 1:10 
“Therefore, brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election, 
because if you do these things you will never stumble.” Jesus always intends for his 
disciples to grow and we will grow if we look to Him.  I think whenever a cock crowed 
it reminded Peter that Jesus would always be there showing him the way. Even in his 
darkest moments and that comforts me.  It helps me to remember that Jesus is there for 
me too.  He’s there for you also.  As always, in pursuit.


