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Dolores Miller, 90th on December 9th
Delores Leichty, 88th on December 12th
Lois Swartzendruber, 93rd on December 13th
Ed Hershberger, 82nd on December 22nd
Pat Anderson, 84th on December 28th
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Our pastoral search committee has continued to meet regularly since the summer. We have
explored ways to efficiently continue our search now that we are no longer utilizing the 
services of Central Plains Conference. This has provided some challenges for us, but we 
continue to maneuver our way through and find new ways to do things. For example, we no 
longer have access to the blank forms that candidates or references fill out through MCUSA 
or access to candidate names. So we have come up with some of our own ways to receive 
information from interested individuals and references. We continue to feel God leading us 
and the peace that comes with that knowledge. We appreciate your prayers in the process as 
we discern and prepare for what God has planned for KMC.

Stacy Ropp Miller
On behalf of the pastoral search committee

Daniel 4:28-35 (ESV)

1. Ask God what He desires for you to see in His Word today.

2. Read Matthew 1:18-2:12, Luke 1:26-56 and Luke 2:1-20 at least 3 times.

3. Consider the nativities that we see during the Advent season. How do they reflect 
what you just read?  __________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

4. How do the nativities miss the mark in reflecting what scripture states about the 
birth of Christ?  ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

5. What about other scriptures we are so familiar with, have we strayed from what 
scripture actually says?

6. Thank God for speaking to you through His word.
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I have been waiting in anticipation to write this month’s article.  Way back 
in late winter I was working my way through The Christbook: Matthew 1-12 
by Frederick Dale Bruner when something deeper about God’s story of 
Christ’s birth was opened up to me.  It really excited me and gave me an 
added glimpse at the awe of God and His plan.  I really hope it does the 
same for you. Here is the passage I will be referring to throughout this article.  
Matthew 2:1-12

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where 
is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, 
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
written by the prophet:

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from 
them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found 
him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After 
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that 
they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over 
the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way.

Bruner states in The Christbook that this story teaches that the Magi were 
led to Christ by a twofold revelation.  First by creation in the form of a star, 
which they could have possibly read about from the writings of Daniel in 
Babylon.  (Daniel 9:24-27 is said to be a prophecy that predicts the exact 
time of Chirst’s birth. Daniel also contains other Messianc prophecies.) Then 
by Jewish scripture once they reached Jerusalem.  (Herod called for the 
scribes and chief priest to get scriptural information.) The idea resonated 
with me because Paul used both creation and scripture to draw people to 
salvation.  He’d start with creation primarily when speaking to Gentiles and 
scripture when speaking to the Jews.  Creation can draw us toward God and 
then scripture can add layers and depth to our knowledge of Him.  

How Will You Approach Christ?
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How Will You Approach Christ?
(continued)

The picture of the Magi being led to Christ by a star possibly because of 
previous writings that God had Daniel pen many years before delights me.  I 
cannot prove this happened, but I like the idea that God has a long and many 
faceted plan to give all of us, Gentile and Jew, every opportunity to see Him.  
Courtney Doctor suggested that we can look at the Bible in its entirety as an 
unfolding of God’s plan.  We can see the seeds planted in the Old Testament  
and watch their growth and production of fruit.  It gives us hope and faith in 
the seeds still in the growth stage, knowing they will eventually produce the 
fruit God intends even if it may take much longer than our minds can grasp.  It 
was a long time from when Daniel penned his words until the Magi worshiped 
at Christ’s feet.

The Christbook states that the initial themes of Matthew 2 are people coming 
to Christ with worship in their hearts ( the Magi, vv 2, 11) and people coming 
to Christ with murder on their minds (Herod and his group, vv 13,16).  Matthew 
2 shows us people coming to Christ “in faith” (the Magi) or “in rebellion” 
(Herod), and so coming either under God’s mercy or God’s judgment.  I had 
never thought about this contrast before reading this.

There are the Gentiles actively seeking out Christ based on ancient writings 
and a star. Then on the other hand you have the Jews with scripture at their 
fingertips not even looking for Christ.  The Magi are pleased about the idea of 
seeing Christ.  Herod, the Jew, is threatened by the idea of Christ and seeks 
Him only for the purpose of destroying Him.

I see the Magi seeking Christ. (v 1) When they see Him (v 11), they worship 
Him.  Continuing in verse 11 the Magi give an offering to Jesus. Finally, in 
verse 12 we see the Magi acting in obedience to God’s word to them.  What a 
beautiful picture of how Christ’s disciples are supposed to live:  seeking Him, 
worshiping Him, offering up to Him and walking in obedience to Him.  This 
was opened up to me this year and I treasure it.

You would have thought it should have been the Jews with this wonderful 
example of how to live, but God’s plan has always been for ALL people.  What 
a blessing that is!  But this story also has a warning.  Look at Herod, the Jew’s, 
rebellion.  He sought Christ, but only to attempt to kill Him.  He had access to 
scripture but only used it in disobedience.  That is a grim story.  We can point 
‘’shame on you’ fingers at Herod or we can look at both Herod and the Magi 
and see that we also have a choice to make.

Are we going to seek, worship, give offerings and act in obedience toward 
God like the Magi or are we going to choose the path of rebellion and 
disobedience like Herod?  It’s a life or death question.  We have creation 
and scripture pointing us toward God.  What are we going to do with these 
resources?  How will you approach Christ?  I’m choosing to seek, worship, 
offer up and obedience even though I know I will stumble along the way.  I 
trust God and His people will help me along the path.  I pray you choose the 
same.  As always, in pursuit.


