
Sermon Notes:

If you have no joy, there’s a leak in your Christianity
somewhere.

- Billy Sunday

Begin to rejoice in the Lord, and your bones will flourish like
an herb, and your cheeks will glow with the bloom of health
and freshness. Worry, fear, distrust, care-all are poisonous!
Joy is balm and healing, and if you will but rejoice, God will
give power.

- A. B. Simpson

Seek to cultivate a buoyant, joyous sense of the crowded
kindnesses of God in your daily life.

- Alexander MacLaren
 
Joy is distinctly a Christian word and a Christian thing. It is
the reverse of happiness. Happiness is the result of what
happens of an agreeable sort. Joy has its springs deep down
inside. And that spring never runs dry, no matter what
happens. Only Jesus gives that joy. He had joy, singing its
music within, even under the shadow of the cross.

- S.D. Gordon

The mere fact itself that God's will is irresistible and
irreversible fills me with fear, but once I realize that God wills
only that which is good, my heart is made to rejoice.

- A. W. Pink

God is not merely possessed of great power, he is all-
powerful, infinitely powerful. Because we know he creates
and sustains all, it follows that all power would belong to
him. Because we know God is not subject to change, we
understand that his power can neither increase or decrease...
Because God is not bound by location or time, his power is
able to be exercised anywhere, any time.

-Jen Wilkin (None Like Him)

Advent is a special time before

Christmas where we remember the

birth of Jesus. A long time ago, God

promised he would send a Rescuer to

fix everything in the world that was

broken and make things whole again.

God’s people waited a very long time

for that Rescuer. Finally, after waiting

for what felt like forever, the great

rescuer came! He came in a way

people wouldn’t expect: as a baby.

Jesus is that Great Rescuer. During

Advent, we remember how God’s

people waited for Jesus for a long

time. We light four candles to help us

remember four very important things

that Jesus brings us: Hope, Peace, Joy,

and Love. On the third week of

Advent, we remember joy. Joy is

happiness we feel deep down in our

hearts. Sometimes, you can’t help but

smile and laugh when you feel joy.

You might feel joy when you get to eat

your favorite food or play with your

best friend. Or you may feel joy at the

end of a really fun day. The Bible tells

us that news of Jesus’ birth will bring

people joy! During Advent, we

remember that we can have joy

because our Great Rescuer has come.

May you experience joy in the coming

of Jesus this Christmas. As we laugh

and sing and find joy in this

Christmas season, may you know that

God is present with you in your joy.

May you look to Him as the greatest

source of joy.

9:30am Worship Service
 

Preservice-Carla Slaubaugh
 

Hymn-Keri Hochstetler
Advent Reading-Mel & Taryn Leichty

Lighting of Joy candle
Luke 2:8-20

Worship Team
"Good News of Great Joy to All People"

- Josh Lundberg
Hymn

Announcements
Offering-Annika & Landry Schrock

Sharing
Closing Prayer & Song

 
 

10:45 Coffee & Sunday school
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Today we light the pink candle of
JOY.  The third advent candle is
called “the Shepherd’s Candle,”

and the shepherds’ section of the
Christmas story is very much

about joy. The shepherds serve as
witnesses to Jesus’ birth and

emissaries of joy. They received a
message of joy from the angels

and passed that on to other
people after seeing Jesus. They

even returned to see Jesus again
and praise God. Their response to

Jesus’ birth was pure joy. Jesus'
arrival was the culmination of a
special promise. Ever since sin

entered the world, humanity had
been broken. Creation was also

broken by sin, and since that time
has been crying out with groans

for relief (Romans 8:22-23). Jesus’
birth fulfilled prophecies that the
Messiah would come. Jesus  took

on flesh and did what no other
human could do. Live life exactly
how God designed humanity to
live. Jesus did not simply show
humanity how to live but broke

sin’s curse and hold. Christ started
a new phase of God’s redemption
plan. As Jesus said multiple times
during his ministry, the kingdom

of God had come now that he had
arrived. Sin continued to be a
reality after Jesus’ death and
resurrection, but its hold was

broken by the conquering lamb.
Thus, we rejoice with great joy of

the good news of the Messiah
defeating death and offering life. 

 

319-656-2736         
Josh Lundberg, Pastor; 319-360-6729

Elders – Elsie Mast, Doug Slaubaugh, Larry Pickard, Miriam Nisly

Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Presenting the life-giving message of
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior to the people of the Kalona area and the
world, challenging them to accept Christ, worship Him and serve Him. 

Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission: Leading people to Christ;
discipling them in the faith; equipping them to witness; and sending them out
to serve. 

THIS WEEK
Today
      6:30 PM  Country Christmas Talent Show & Party

Tuesday
     1:00 PM  "None Like Him"
     7:00 PM  "None Like Him"

Wednesday
     7:00 PM  Church Council

Friday 
     6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study at JW’s
     9:30 AM  Coffee for anyone over 65 years of age

   
Looking Ahead
     December 24  Christmas Eve Service at 5:30 PM
     December 25  Christmas Worship Service at 9:30 AM
     Bring cookies to share following the service for      
     fellowship time! 
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https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/passage/?q=romans+8:22-23

