
Sermon Notes:

John 15:10-14 NIV
If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just
as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his
love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and
that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love
each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one
than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are
my friends if you do what I command. 

Do not waste time bothering whether you "love" your
neighbor; act as if you did.

- C.S. Lewis

If we have got the true love of God shed abroad in our
hearts, we will show it in our lives. We will not have to go
up and down the earth proclaiming it. We will show it in
everything we say or do.

- Dwight L. Moody

God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and
bled, and died, it was God saying to the world, ‘I love you. 

- Billy Graham
 
The Christian does not think God will love us because we
are good, but that God will make us good because He loves
us. 

- C.S. Lewis

In the New Testament, love is more of a verb than a noun.
It has more to do with acting than with feeling. The call to
love is not so much a call to a certain state of feeling as it is
to a quality of action.

- R. C. Sproul

Throughout the Old Testament,

God spoke to His people about the

Messiah and gave them things to

watch for in order to recognize

the Savior’s coming. God revealed

that the Messiah would be born in

the line of David (Isa. 9:6–7), of

the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10),

and in the town of Bethlehem

(Mic. 5:2). He would be a Man of

Sorrows—crushed, despised, and

rejected—justifying many

through what He suffered (Isa.

53). The promised Deliverer

would be a light overcoming

darkness (Isa. 9:2), a Preacher of

Good News to the poor (Isa. 61),

and One walking in the power of

the Spirit (Isa. 42:1). There were

hints and shadows of Him

everywhere. God also reminded

His people not to lose heart as

they waited for the Savior to

come. It’s important to remember

that God did not fulfill His

promise right away. His people

waited a long time. They spoke of

the promised Rescuer from

generation to generation,

enduring cycles of war, rebellion,

captivity, and restoration. They

watched and waited—anxiously,

expectantly—for God’s

faithfulness. 

9:30am Worship Service
 

Preservice - Mel Leichty
Welcome- Elle Brenneman
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L O V E
+Preparing our hearts & minds for the birth of

Christ+
 

Today we light the love candle.
Revisiting the big picture of

God’s love for his people
during Advent helps us

understand the significance of
that very first advent, the

coming of a Savior. For this
precise reason, Matthew

starts his gospel with Jesus’
genealogy, tracing his lineage

back through King David to
Abraham. Matthew wants us

to understand that this major
event is connected to God’s

bigger story of love and
redemption. Love, incarnated

in the form of a tiny baby,
came to fulfill a promise God
made centuries before. Paul
explains, “he made himself
nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness”

(Philippians 2:7). And he did it
because “God so loved the

world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever

believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life" (John

3:16). This is Advent love, “not
that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins”

(1 John 4:10).
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Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Presenting the life-giving
message of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior to the people of the
Kalona area and the world, challenging them to accept Christ,
worship Him and serve Him. 

Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission: Leading people to
Christ; discipling them in the faith; equipping them to witness; and
sending them out to serve. 

THIS WEEK

Today
     6-9:00 PM  MYF Christmas Party at Clint &   
       Nicki Miller's

Wednesday
     7:00 PM  Children's Musical Practice

Friday 
     6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study at JW’s
  
Saturday
     5:30 PM  Christmas Eve Service 

Next Sunday
     9:30 AM  Christmas Worship Service
     No Sunday School
     Cookies during fellowship time following 
     the morning service 
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