
H O P E
One of the gifts we receive from God in this
waiting is hope. Hope, as we understand it in
Scriptures, is the expectation of coming good
based on the person and promises of God. A little
bit of hope can cover over a whole lot of waiting.

P E A C E
The kind of peace God brings is not passive, it is
God actively breaking into what’s wrong and
making it right. So, if the shalom of God is the
power of God, then our path of formation and
transformation as disciples of Jesus is to not
remain peacekeepers, but to become
peacemakers. We get to prepare the way for his
return by actively making peace around us.
 
J O Y
In the Scriptures, joy is rooted both in God and in
the ways of God, or living life as God intended it.
Through Jesus, God is showing us the best way to
be human, to live a life filled with joy. In Advent,
we watch as joy comes to earth and we wait for
the fullness of it to come again.

L O V E
As the people of God, we get to sit in his love,
abiding in it, and letting it wash over us. And as we
allow it to reach us to our core, we realize that it is
our call to embody it, as well.

The word Advent means “coming”

or “arrival.” The focus of the

season is the celebration of the

birth of Jesus the Christ in his

First Advent and the anticipation

of the return of Christ the King in

his Second Advent. It is

celebrating a truth about God—

the revelation of God in Christ,

whereby all of creation might be

reconciled to God. Advent affirms

that Christ has come, that He is

present in the world today, and

that He will come again. Advent is

marked by a spirit of expectation,

anticipation, preparation, and

longing. There is a yearning for

deliverance from the evils of the

world. As we experience hurt,

pain, wrong, injustice, and evil in

a world under the curse of sin; we

yet have hope of deliverance by a

God will one day bring freedom. It

is this hope, however faint at

times, that brings to the world the

anticipation of a King who will

rule with truth, justice, and

righteousness over His people and

in His creation. That hope now

anticipates anew the reign of an

Anointed One, a Messiah, who

will bring peace, justice, and

righteousness to the world.
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Thank you for celebrating Christ's birth here at Kalona
Mennonite Church. We serve a good and generous God. It is
truly an amazing thought that the baby born in a manger was
and is the Almighty God, the everlasting father, and the
Prince of Peace! God with us, God in human flesh. 

Earthly kings rule with might and fear and many have been
characterized as unjust or even evil. But Christ, our true king,
came into the world not to condemn it, but that the world
might be saved. He came into the world to bring peace
between God and man. And he calls us as members of his
body to live out that reconciliation, sharing the good news
using words, deeds, and the holiness of our lives to do so.

That means when we truly understand what the birth of
Christ points to, that the Prince of Peace has come to
reconcile us to God, we must in light of his work on the cross,
work to be reconcilers, peacemakers, forgiving and humble in
spirit. It isn’t easy to forgive and reconcile with someone who
you are at odds with or who you feel is undeserving of your
love or kindness. And it will certainly take strength to seek
peace rather than feeling contempt or scorn, or even wanting
retaliation, but we can live for peace because we have the
hope of a risen savior.

I pray that the transformative power of the gospel would
bring healing and reconciliation this Christmas. I pray that
this Christmas you and your family experience the peace, joy
and hope we have in the new-born king!

With renewed hope, peace and joy,
Josh Lundberg



     Merry Christmas! The day has arrived after all the
anticipation and preparation. For those of us who are
parents, we found and wrapped gifts for our littles
hoping it is something they'll love. 
     One of my favorite parts of Christmas is the
anticipation and sheer joy that I see in my children's
eyes. Christmas is about celebrating our Savior's birth
but... what my children are really the most excited
about are the presents. And that's okay.
     The Son was not given because we were good. The
Son was given to redeem us, because we aren't good.
Our sin separates us from God, and that Jesus satisfied
Holy Father's wrath against sin at the cross. Jesus
defeated both sin and death and all their symptoms
when He rose up from the grave making it possible for
humanity to be reconciled to God. 
     Imagine the Father's delight in sending His Son. I
was so excited to see my girls open their gifts for
Christmas. But can you imagine God the Father
Himself, sending His own perfect, beautiful Son,
wrapped in the packaging of human flesh, on that day
in Bethlehem long ago? Can you imagine Him finally
gathering the angels to tell the shepherds, "It's time!
He is here! Your Savior, who will make it possible for
all of mankind to have peace with God!"
     So, as we teach our little ones the real meaning of
Christmas, let's help them see that they don't have to
try to trump their anticipation of opening presents by
conjuring up more feelings of love for Jesus. Let's show
them that the sheer joy of their anticipation is a
glimpse of something indescribably wonderful. A
Father, waiting to bless the world with His Son. A Son,
waiting to be that gift. Waiting to give Himself in
obedience and love for His Creation. Waiting to be
unwrapped and abused and undone, that we might be
restored, adopted as fellow heirs . 
     So wrap those presents and delight in those happy
smiles, reminding one another frequently about the
greatest Gift of all. Look and see, mirrored in their
smiles and twinkling eyes, hints of the unmatched joy
and anticipation He must have felt as He offered up
such a Gift!
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Our Vision is to be a life-
giving church: Presenting the
life-giving message of Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior to
the people of the Kalona area
and the world, challenging
them to accept Christ,
worship Him and serve Him. 

Our Mission is to fulfill the
Great Commission: Leading
people to Christ; discipling
them in the faith; equipping
them to witness; and sending
them out to serve. 

 
THIS WEEK:

Today
      No Sunday School

      Cookies during fellowship
time

 
Tuesday

   6:00 PM Jr. MYF
Christmas Party

 
Friday 

 6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study
at JW’s

 
LOOKING AHEAD

January 1st Community
Bible Reading begins


