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In late June of 2020 the Search Committee began the discernment process of seeking a co-
pastor candidate to join Josh in ministry at Kalona Mennonite Church.  Our search has been 
lengthy, but it has always felt God-led.  The committee worked in the midst of COVID as well 
as through the church’s decision to leave the conference and MCUSA.  Through the challenges, 
the peace that the Holy Spirit brought was felt by all of us.  As we have reviewed and discussed 
this search process we have truly been amazed and blessed at God’s timing.  We are continually 
grateful for the direction He has led.

The search committee is now ready to bring a candidate to the congregation and we are 
pleased to present Don Patterson as co-pastor candidate for KMC.  Currently Don is Facilities 
Manager at Hillcrest Academy full-time while also serving as part time
pastor for West Chester United Methodist Church. 

The committee has been able to meet with Don several times and recently the Search 
Committee, Elders, and Josh met with Don and his wife Sharlene. Josh and Don have also 
individually met.  All committee members, Elders and Josh were in agreement to proceed with 
Don as our candidate.  

Don was selected because of his genuine call to ministry and his commitment to Christ and 
scripture.  Don is an experienced pastor with skills in counseling, initiating and leading groups, 
administrative organization, and a mission for church revitalization and growth.  Throughout our 
discussions it was evident Don has a strong knowledge of scripture and his theology aligns with 
ours in following the Mennonite Confession of Faith.  Don has a servant heart and seems to find 
ways to help others in numerous settings.  People and relationships are important to Don and 
he is interested in helping individuals and the church grow in their faith. 

One of the many amazing components of the Holy Spirit leading this process are some ideas 
that have continued to develop throughout discussions with Don, Josh, the Search Committee, 
and Elders.  Don has been serving ¼ time at West Chester and wewould like to honor that 
relationship in the spirit of growing God’s Kingdom during this transitional time.  We would be 
hiring Don at ¾ time with the knowledge that time may increase in the future.  In addition, Don 
will finish out his contract with Hillcrest and would begin his pastorate at KMC in July.  Josh, 
Don, the Elders, and the Search Committee are all in agreement of moving forward with this 
structure.  

Don lives within the Kalona community which allows us some flexibility in the candidating 
process.  Our first time for the congregation to get to know Don will be during one of our 
Wednesday evening gathering times.  On Wednesday evening, January 25, Don will join us and 
be able to tell us more about his passion for ministry and answer questions.  Don will preach 
on Sunday, January 29th with the service live- streamed as usual.  A church vote will take place 
on Sunday, February 12th.  More details about the schedule and process will continue to be 
communicated.

The following are several things we want you to be thinking about.  The congregation will be 
able to ask Don questions on Wednesday evening 25th.  If you would like to submit a question 
ahead of time you may email them to the church office (kmcjanice@gmail.com) by noon on 
Wednesday 25th or just come Wednesday evening with questions you might like to ask.  Today 
in your Sunday School classes we would also like you to discuss if your class would additionally 
like their own time to meet with Don beyond the question answer session on Wednesday 
evening.  Please let Lynn know this week if your class is interested in their own meeting time. 
We will create a schedule with Don to make these meetings available.  If you have any questions 
about this process please talk to one of the members of the Search Committee.   

We have appreciated and felt your prayers and patience during this process and we hope 
that you will now be in prayer for Don and Sharlene and for the Holy Spirit to guide our 
congregational discernment. 

 - The Search Committee

Lynn Hostetler | Kent Lehman | Mim Nisly | Larry Pickard | Stacy Ropp Miller | Justin Slaubaugh
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I was born and raised on a farm east of Newton, Kansas. I graduated from Bethel 
College in Newton, Kansas with a BA in Speech, Drama and Secondary Education. I 
graduated from the Seminary with an M.Div in Pastoral Ministry. Over the years I have 
specialized in Leadership, Conflict Mediation and Family Systems Counseling. We 
have pastored three congregations full time, three congregations as interim and one 
youth pastorate to this point.

My Wife, Sharlene was born and raised around Elkhart, Indiana and we met while I 
was studying at Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary. We were married in 1980 
while I was the Youth Minister at Castle United Methodist Church. We have three 
living children: Dwayne and his wife, Michelle live in North English and have four 
children; Adrienne and her husband Drew live in Charlottesville, Virginia and have 
three children; Jeff and his wife Emmalee live in Traverse City, Michigan and have 
three children. 

Verses that have kept me going through the hardest times of life and ministry come 
from James 1:2-4. I was ready to teach them in a series of lessons the week that 
Sharlene gave birth to our son Michael in 1985. His funeral was the Sunday that I was 
to teach on that passage. Through it’s message, I have learned that God has a special 
intention for our most trying times. So I do my best to heed what He is teaching.

James 1: 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything.

Sharlene and I welcome this time to explore God’s Will together!
Pastor Don Patterson

Introducing the Pattersons
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It’s nice to see that some of you checked out the Missionary books that have been 
displayed on the mobile book cart for the last couple of months!  I like hearing about 
books that people have enjoyed, so if you read one that made an impression on you, 
please let me know!!

Maybe you have noticed that I have removed the missionary books, and replaced them 
with a new selection?  I have temporarily placed all of the missionary books inside of the 
library, under the shelf marked, “New books, so if you missed your chance to pick one 
up during the busy holiday season, you still have a chance to find them all in one place 
together.  I will leave them in this location until I switch out the mobile cart again in a 
couple of months. :)

Now on to the new mobile cart theme….For the next couple of months, the cart will 
be featuring books on Peace & Non-Resistance.  This is a belief, a way of life, that the 
Mennonites have held dear for many years, but we tend to not think about it as much 
when it isn’t having a big impact on our own lives. Yes, we want to live a life at peace with 
those around us, and that even can seem hard at times when disagreements come up, 
but facing military service is quite a different matter.  Do we know what the Bible says?  
Can we articulate well our Mennonite beliefs?  This is something that I believe is very 
important, and something that I have been working on myself.

The next few paragraphs are taken from the Confession of Faith, in the Mennonite 
Perspective.  These are the beliefs that Kalona Mennonite Church holds to.

Article 22 (in part) states the following:

“We believe that peace is the will of God.  God created the world in peace, and God’s 
peace is most fully  revealed in Jesus Christ, who is our peace and the peace of the 
whole world.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we follow Christ in the way of peace, doing justice, 
bringing reconciliation, and practicing nonresistance even in the face of violence and 
warfare.”

Commentary

“3.  In continuity with previous Mennonite confessions of faith, we affirm that 
nonparticipation in warfare involves conscientious objection to military service and a 
non resistant response to violence.  Our peace witness also includes peacemaking and 
working for justice.  Peace witness is needed even when the nations in which we live are 
not at war.  Ministries of mediation, conciliation, and nonviolent resolution of everyday 
conflict can express our commitment to Christ’s way of peace.

4.  There is no simple explanation for the practice of war in the Old Testament.  The Old 
Testament repeatedly points toward peace (Exod. 14:13-14; Judg. 7:2; Ps. 37; Isa. 31; Hos. 
2:18).  Both the Old and New Testaments proclaim the vision of a coming peaceable 
kingdom (Isa. 9:1-7), preached and revealed by Jesus Christ (Acts 10:36).

Library Article
Kim Lehman
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Article 23 (in part) states;

“We believe that the church is God’s “holy nation”, called to give full allegiance to 
Christ its head, and to witness to all nations about God’s saving love.”

In the past, when the draft was put into place by the United States, there were 
many from this congregation who stood for what they believed and served 
alternate, peaceful service.  Though this was not always looked upon highly 
by others in the community and the country, they were called to the way of 
peace.  I am sure they have stories that they can share with you about their 
experiences.  Here are just a few members, past and present, who served in either 
C.P.S. (Civilian Public Service), PAX (“Mennonite Central Committee (MCC)’s Pax 
program provided conscientious objectors in the U.S. an alternative to military 
service and, in post-war Europe, helped to rebuild war-torn areas”), or 1-W service; 
Ed V. Miller, Emil Ropp, Gordon Troyer, Lloyd Bender, Ed D. Miller, Ed Hershberger, 
Dwight Bender,  Ralph Miller, Ernest Ropp, Stanley Swartzendruber, Jerry Yoder, 
Cal Hostetler, Jim Gingerich, and Elwyn Brenneman.

The book that I am going to focus on for this months article is;

Fight - A Christian Case for Nonviolence By Preston Sprinkle

“I am an evangelical Christian.  And I’m not Amish, Quaker, or Mennonite.  I own 
several guns and still believe that the smell of a recently fired shotgun on a crisp fall 
morning comes darn near close to paradise.  But I’ve tried my hardest to understand 
God’s Word and diverse perspectives of those who read it. And the more I study, 
the more I discuss, the more I’ve become convinced: Christians shouldn’t kill or use 
violence-not even in war.”

“However, given the importance of the topic, and given the fact that scripture has 
much to say about it, we’ll have to thoroughly study the Bible to figure out what God 
says about warfare and violence. And I make no apologies about this!”

“My hope for this book is threefold.  First, I want everyone who reads this book to 
rethink what the Bible- and only the Bible-says about warfare and violence.”

“....I pray that this book will help evangelical Christians to fight.  Fight against evil. 
Fight against the schemes of the devil. Fight against sin. Fight against injustice.As 
good soldiers of Christ who are members of the blood-bought church, I pray that we 
would fight the good fight.”

“After all, God warred against the militarized, chariot-stacked, well- fortified 
Canaanites., not the demilitarized, unprofessional Israelites who fought with trumpets 
and prayer.  Before we apply Joshua to our lives, we need to make sure which side of 
the Jordan we are living on.  Militarism invites God’s wrath.”

“A Seal’s Story…War changed me permanently, “ said Steve Watkins. “The worst 
scenes I’ve ever seen were of what humans did to one another....War, “ he continued, 
“Is the deconstruction of creation itself. It defaces God as it defaces the images 
created in his likeness.”
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“Well, if it weren’t for our military,” Tom countered,” we wouldn’t have such economic 
prosperity. We wouldn’t be able to own houses, guns, cars or even go to church.
If our troops didn’t fight, other countries who were jealous of our freedom would 
take us over.”  As you listen to Tom.You are probably either in agreement or are 
frustrated with the assumptions that Tom is bringing to the table. For now, I want to 
point out that the most important words in this conversation are we, our, and us. It’s 
fascinating how often citizens of God’s Kingdom use the plural pronoun (We/our/us) 
to describe our citizenship in this earthly nation where we were born. “Our troops”, 
“our freedom”, “our military”. There’s actually a measure of truth in Tom’s point, but 
we must take out the plural pronouns to find it. We - if you’re a Christian -  first and 
foremost, refers to our membership in God’s Kingdom, not to our national identity. 
Passports are irrelevant in God’s Kingdom.”

You will also find a  chapter entitled, Questions & Objections.  These are a few of 
the questions that he addresses; “Violent Jesus? Does the Bible endorse capital 
punishment? Should a government have a military? Should a Christian serve in the 
Military?”  And to help answer this last question he talked with an ex-marine who 
served in 3 different wars, and had recently become a Christian.

I think this book is worth reading, and would challenge you to check it out and ask 
God to speak to you as you read through the pages.  We have an additional copy of 
this book on our shelf at home , so if you find you are wanting to read it, but someone 
else has it checked out, I would be glad to loan you our copy.

I will try and fill the mobile cart with more reading material on this subject and others 
that go along with our Anabaptist beliefs. Make sure to take a look!

- Kim Lehman


