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Lent is a season of engaging in three spiritual practices:
prayer, fasting, and giving money to those in need. You
could think of it as a 40-day exercise program, but
instead of physical exercises, we’re engaging in spiritual
exercises to welcome Jesus’ life and presence. We are
reminded both of our weaknesses in our humanity and
God’s wanting to display His powerful presence within us.
We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we
ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great
treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from
God, not from ourselves. But we have this treasure in jars
of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God
and not to us.

God’s mercy is greater than our sins. There is an
awareness of sin that does not lead to God but to self-
preoccupation. Our temptation is to be so impressed by
our sins and failings and so overwhelmed by our lack of
generosity that we get stuck in a paralyzing guilt. It is the
guilt that says: “I am too sinful to deserve God’s mercy.” It
is the guilt that leads to introspection instead of directing
our eyes to God. It is the guilt that has become an idol and
therefore a form of pride. Lent is the time to break down
this idol and to direct our attention to our loving Lord. The
question is: “Are we like Judas, who was so overcome by
his sin that he could not believe in God’s mercy any
longer and hanged himself, or are we like Peter who
returned to his Lord with repentance and cried bitterly for
his sins?” The season of Lent, during which winter and
spring struggle with each other for dominance, helps us
in a special way to cry out for God’s mercy.
– Henri Nouwen
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Our Vision is to be a life-giving
church: Presenting the life-giving
message of Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior to the people of the Kalona
area and the world, challenging

them to accept Christ, worship Him
and serve Him. 

 
Our Mission is to fulfill the Great

Commission: Leading people to
Christ; discipling them in the faith;

equipping them to witness; and
sending them out to serve. 

 
THIS WEEK

Today
Bible Memory 4:30-5:30 PM
MYF at Larry's 6-9:00 PM

 
Tuesday

momsnext 9-11:00 AM
 

Wednesday
Mentor/Mentee Gathering

6:30 PM
 

Thursday
MOPS 9-11:00 AM

 
Friday 

 Men’s Bible Study at JW’s 6:00 AM
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD
 

March 26th 
Child Dedication Sunday
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A community that is marked strongly
by deep and genuine sympathy, love,

compassion and humility is hugely
attractive. Again it provokes questions,
leading to the occasion for explaining
why it is like this. When the Church
begins to be truly itself, it will not be
able to stop itself being evangelistic.

 
-Graham Tomlin
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At the timberline where the storms strike with the most fury,
the sturdiest trees are found.
- Hudson Taylor

God had one son on earth without sin, but never one without
suffering.
- Augustine

We want to avoid suffering, death, sin, ashes. But we live in a
world crushed and broken and torn, a world God Himself
visited to redeem. We receive his poured-out life, and being
allowed the high privilege of suffering with Him, may then
pour ourselves out for others.
- Elisabeth Elliot

Those times when you feel like quitting can be times of great
opportunity, for God uses your troubles to help you grow.
- Warren Wiersbe

Though poor in this world's goods, though grieving the loss of
loved ones, though suffering pain of body, though harassed
by sin and Satan, though hated and persecuted by
worldlings, whatever be the case and lot of the Christian, it is
both his privilege and duty to rejoice in the Lord.
- A. W. Pink

For the believer in Jesus, every trial of suffering is an
opportunity to grow in the faith, to grow in our relationship
with the Lord, and to see Him work in our lives in a uniquely
personal way that demonstrates His compassion, His comfort,
His tender mercies, His loving kindnesses, His grace, and His
endless love. Only God knows what each of us needs to
experience and learn in order to be "conformed to the image
of his Son".
- T.A. McMahon

Consider the matter of suffering. Why does a God of love
allow us to go through suffering? That's because suffering is a
part of the syllabus in our spiritual education.
- Zac Poonen

When you are laid flat and there’s nothing you can do except
beg for help, Jesus meets you in that place.
– Scott Sauls
 
The destiny of Christ is the destiny of the Christian.
– Karen Jobes

sermon notes:

 
9:30am Worship Service

 
PRESERVICE - Lilly Miller

HYMN - Ed V. Miller
WELCOME - Dawn Schrock

WORSHIP TEAM
SCRIPTURE READING

 SERMON- Josh Lundberg
HYMN

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OFFERING - Ruby Miller

SHARING
CLOSING PRAYER & SONG

 
10:45 Coffee & Sunday School

20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the
world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn
into joy.
21 When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her
hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no
longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has
been born into the world.
22 So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and
your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.

32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will
be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet
I am not alone, for the Father is with me.
33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I
have overcome the world."
—John 16:20-22;  32-33 ESV

I will bless the LORD at all times;
     his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
     let the humble hear and be glad.
Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good!
    Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
—Psalm 34:1-2, 8 ESV
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